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We live in a day in which foundations are being undermined and des-

troyed in society, in the professing church and even among the truly 

born-again people of God. In the world, we have the breakdown of law 

and order, the rising tide of anarchy and the blurring of distinctions 

between right and wrong. In the professing church, which includes 

many who worship and preach “another Jesus”, a false Christ, we have 

the abandonment of fundamental doctrines, such as the Deity, Atoning 

Blood and Resurrection of Christ, and the condoning of evils condem-

ned in the Bible. Among the born-again, we have the infiltration of a 

host of ideas and innovations quite alien to the N.T., by which, of cour-

se, everything must be judged. Of course, there is nothing new in all 

this, for the forces of evil and disintegration are ever present and active 

in a fallen world. However, we always do well to look to our foundati-

ons, both as individuals and in our church life, to see whether or not we 

are building on God’s sure Foundation, for He has decreed a ‘day of sha-

king’, when everything built on another foundation will collapse.

     Let us say at once that God’s Foundation is His Son, the Lord Jesus 

Christ. For the whole creation, the individual Christian, the church uni-

versal and in its local expression, the true Christ is the Foundation of 

everything. Those who reject Him are doomed. The true Christian and 

the true church are building on the true Christ and on Him alone.

     Three passages will direct our first thoughts:- 

1) In Luke 6:46-49 we are told that anyone who comes to Christ, hears 

His words and does them is like a wise man who dug deep and laid the 

foundation of his house on the rock. As a result, it withstood the storm. 

Building on God’s Foundation involves “coming, hearing and doing”, 

digging deep down to the rock and laying a foundation there, seeking 

the Lord and searching the Scriptures with all our hearts, a serious, 

time-consuming and costly business. This is where we are found out. 

There are no short-cuts into spiritual reality. It is so much easier to build 

“on the earth”, on ourselves, our thoughts and ideas, than upon the 

Rock, the true Christ as revealed in the Scriptures. 

2) From 1 Corinthians 3:10-15 we learn that we must not only build on 

Jesus Christ as the only true Foundation, but also build with God’s mate-

rials and according to His plans. God is the Architect and Surveyor of 

the entire building. Paul, the wise master-builder, is most careful about 

this. He knows it is not enough to build on the true foundation; he must 

also build with gold, silver and costly stones, not with wood, hay and 

stubble. Christ is not only the Foundation, but also the approved buil-

ding Material and the Architect’s Plan. He is the great, living, true 

Foundation Corner-stone, as Peter tells us, which determines the shape 

and character of the entire building. It is fatal to build according to our 

ideas and with our own materials. These will go up in flames when 

tested by fire. The foundation may be all right, but are we building with 

the approved materials and according to the Architects plans? 

3) In 1 Peter 2:1-10 the importance of understanding the great 

Architect’s intentions is underlined. God is building a house for 

Himself, in which He can live, be at home, be appreciated and worship-

ped, and through which He can display His glory, pursue His work and 

fulfil His plans. This is the wonderful purpose for which He is building 

His church, and shows us too what He wants in every local expression 

of it — a family where He is appreciated, a family engaged in the family 

business of doing the Father’s will.

 

Acts 4:11-12, 2 Cor. 11:-2-4. Col. 1:15-20. Heb. 12:25-29.  

Psalms 11:3-4, 118:22-23.

PLEASE NOTE:-

a) The Information about The Charts and their use, on the Back Page, 

should be read before proceeding. 

b) The Scripture quotations are taken from a number of versions for 

greater accuracy or clarity. The Bible References include these, in 

inverted commas (”), and many additional Scriptures.                                                                 
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AND 
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At the outset, we need to understand ‘The Great 

Divide’ or difference, 

(i) between GOD the Creator, and His creation, 

and, 

(ii) between “eternal life”, and all other kinds of 

life, and also to identify the GOD about whom 

we are speaking.

 The Bible takes the existence of GOD as a 

personal Creator for granted. It simply states 

His transcendence, self-existence, sovereignty 

and other ‘attributes’, exalts Him in His Deity 

and majesty, and says the atheist is a “fool” and 

“without excuse”. 

 The Bible’s concern is to identify this GOD 

clearly over against the false ‘gods’ that men 

worship, and to reveal Him as a ‘living’ God, 

who has a life, a nature, called in the N.T. 

“eternal life”, which He desires to give to His unique creation, man, 

thereby bringing man into a special relationship of sonship with 

Himself.

 The true God must be identified, because in this world the word 

‘GOD’ is largely meaningless until people explain to whom they are 

referring. Many say they ‘believe in God’, but then so does the devil. 

“The Living and True God” is the God who has revealed Himself as 

“The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ”. In the O.T. this true 

God revealed Himself as Jehovah; in the N.T. in the Person of His Son, 

Jesus Christ. The Lord Jesus is Jehovah. Jesus Christ alone is “the 

image of the invisible God”, the true God. So, for the Christian, the 

name ‘Jesus Christ’ is interchangeable with the word ‘GOD’. The Lord 

Jesus is GOD the Creator. For the religions of this world, the false sects, 

and spurious Christianity, which all originate in the mind and nature 

of fallen man, this is not the case. For these, the word ‘GOD’ means 

something quite different. Their followers are, in fact, worshipping 

‘idols’, non-existent gods of their imaginations. The true God has to 

reveal Himself, if He is to be known, and has done so in His Son, Jesus 

Christ, and in Him alone. We should note well John’s last words in his 

First Letter, written to Christians in a day of spiritual declension, “This 

is the true God, and eternal life . . . guard yourselves from idols”.

 Further, as the true God is a ‘living’ God, if we want to build our 

lives on God’s Foundation, we must see that Jesus Christ, the only true 

Foundation, is also a ‘living’ Foundation. He is “a Living Stone”, and 

those who are true Christians, spiritually alive through new birth, are 

“living stones”, built on Him. The True God is the Living God. The 

True Christ says, “I am the Life . . . I am the Living One”. The true 

Christian has “eternal life”, the very life of God, uniting him to the 



living Christ.

 We must see clearly this difference between Uncreated, Eternal Life 

and created life in all its forms. There was a time, we may say, when 

the Trinity, the Triune God, lived alone in transcendent glory and 

happiness, but They decided to create a universe, and man in 

particular, to express and share in this. So, the whole created universe, 

the worlds, the angels and man were brought into being. Now man is 

God’s masterpiece, for he is God’s supreme way of expressing 

Himself. He was created “in His image”, to reveal God and to rule His 

creation on His behalf, through his possession of “eternal life”, 

because it is this that makes possible a unique relationship with God 

Himself.

 To make our point clearer, we will say that there are six different 

kinds of life. The whole physical universe is ‘alive’, in a sense, for all 

things, from the stars to atomic particles, are in constant motion. The 

unconscious, inanimate vegetable kingdom is alive, and the conscious 

animal kingdom is alive. The angels are alive. Then, man is alive, yet in 

a far higher sense than the animals, for he has ‘a spirit’, and was made 

“in the likeness of God”. The great, infinite “I AM” created the little, 

finite ‘I am’. But GOD is alive in the highest sense, for He has Eternal, 

Uncreated life, and is the Source of all life.

 Now, let us focus our attention upon the great gulf between man 

when created, having only created life, and GOD, who has Eternal, 

Uncreated life, and the implications of this.

 When the first man, Adam, was created, he did not possess “eternal 

life”. He was only created “in the image of God”, with the capacity for 

receiving it. Now, we know that Jesus Christ is the full and perfect 

visible “image of the invisible God”. So, Adam was created in the 

image of Christ, for the Eternal God had, of course, made His plans 

“before the creation of the world”. It is important for us to see clearly 

that God had in His mind “The Man, Christ Jesus”, when he created 

Adam, and also that Adam did not possess “eternal life” by creation, 

only created life. The implications are far-reaching.

 Adam was created “spirit, soul and body”, which we will consider 

more fully later, in Chart 16. He was “a living soul” with a spirit and a 

body, we may say, but without “eternal life”, which is, of course, much 

more than everlasting or unending life. As he had a human spirit, he 

had the necessary faculty or capacity for receiving this. By doing so, he 

would have had a unique relationship with God, sharing His life, not, 

of course, His deity, but His nature. Not even the angels have this 

relationship. But Adam was on probation; he was incomplete. He 

could not be created having divine, “eternal life”. He had to choose to 

receive it. He could only have such a wonderful relationship of 

sonship to God, if he freely chose, as a moral being, to live in trustful 

dependence upon and obedience to Him. If he had not fallen, each of 

his descendants would, of course, have had to make the same choice. 

While made “of the earth”, to live initially on the earth, his true 

destiny was far higher. This is the significance of the Tree of Life in the 

midst of the garden. It was ‘the gateway’ to “eternal life”. Not, of 

course, that there was anything ‘magical’ about the Tree itself, but it 

gave Adam a way of showing his choice. His whole destiny turned 

upon his choosing to take of this Tree. He could only become a true, 

complete man, that is, share the manhood we see alone in history in 

the Lord Jesus, by taking of this Tree. Without “eternal life”, man is not 

true man, in heaven’s view. Fallen man, as we shall see, is false man. 

Man is now only a pale shadow of what he was intended to be.

 Note the implications of the last three sentences. They mean that 

history is the tragic record of man’s ‘development’, through the 

knowledge of good and evil, in a way quite contrary to God’s 

intention, and that man is now incapable of realising even his earthly 

calling. This we will pursue later.

Matt. 16:16. John 14:6. Rom. 1:20, 5:14. 2 Cor. 4:4. Eph. 1:4. Col. 1:15. 

1 Thess. 1:9, 5:23. 1 Tim. 6:14-16. Heb. 1:1-3, 2:5-9. 1 Pet. 2:4-5. 2 Pet. 1:4. 
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THE GREAT INVITATION -  THE CRUCIAL CHOICE2
So, the scene is set in the garden, with the Tree of Life at its centre, and the Tree of the 

Knowledge of good and evil nearby. These are clearly ‘significant’ Trees. As the bread 

and wine, at the Lord’s Table, represent the body and blood of Christ, so these Trees, we 

may say, represent Life and Death. The Tree of Life represents God in Christ, for He is the 

Living God, and Jesus said, “I am the Life” and   “. . . he that eats Me . . . shall live because 

of Me”. Adam - and in him the human race - is being invited to receive “eternal life”, to 

enter into a special relationship with God, to become a child of God, to belong to ‘the 

world above’, the realm that embraces yet transcends time and space. Created ‘of the 

earth’, to live here for a time, as at a school, to learn his true vocation, his destiny lay 

beyond the earth, in union with Christ in ‘the limitless world above’, for it is written of 

true Christians, the born-again children of God, that they were “chosen in Christ before 

the foundation of the world”.

 Adam, when created, was only raw material for 

eternity. He must choose to eat of, to feed on, the Tree of 

Life, to live in dependence upon God, in union with God. 

Only thus can he receive “eternal life”, and the necessary 

spiritual constitution to live in the eternal world, and 



always on his own terms. He will not surrender his heart to Jesus Christ, 

which are God’s terms.

 It is worth noting also that all knowledge is a potentially dangerous 

thing. Only in dependence upon God is it safe for man to have 

knowledge. Otherwise, it produces pride and ruin. How many good 

discoveries and inventions have had disastrous side-effects. The 

apparent wonders of scientific discovery often turn out to be potential 

disasters. Today, as never before perhaps, knowledge is increasing, and 

men are bowing down to worship the great god ‘Science’. Yet this very 

god is now providing man with the means of destroying himself. Man, 

in his folly, is now going ‘out of bounds’, so to speak, by even interfering 

with the very structure of creation, for example in the nuclear field and 

in genetic engineering. Truly for rebel, fallen man, the Tree of 

Knowledge is the Tree of Death.

 So God called Adam to eat of the Tree of Life - that is why it was at the 

centre of the garden - and told him not to eat of the other Tree. Would he 

surrender himself in love and dependence to God or choose the fatal 

path of self-realisation? The choice is the same for us all. Chart B shows 

these Trees as ‘gateways’, leading up or down. Would Adam ascend into 

a higher relationship with God, and realise his destiny? Or would he 

descend into a terrible union with God’s enemy and become his ally? 

Well, we know what happened and its terrible consequences. But God 

had foreseen what Adam’s free choice would be, and had already laid 

His plans to bring glory out of shame and ruin! 

NOTE: To avoid confusion, let it be clear that we are considering man’s 

intended high destiny, not his ‘natural immortality’, as it has been 

called. That is quite another matter, and confirmed by the fact that we 

are told that “everlasting punishment . . . the second death”, awaits the 

sinner.

Matt. 25:46. John 3:3,5-7, 6:57, 14:6. 2 Cor. 11:3. Eph. 1:4. Rev. 20:14-15. 

become a true, complete man, united to God. At his creation, he only 

possessed the constitution suitable for living on the earth. He needed to 

be “born from above”, because “flesh and blood cannot inherit the 

kingdom of God”. It is not just because we are sinners that we must be 

“born of the Spirit”. It may help us to understand this if we think about 

space travel. When man leaves the earth, he has to take extraordinary 

measures to sustain his life, for he has not got the constitution to live on 

the moon or elsewhere. So man, as man, as created, cannot live in the 

heavenly or spiritual world above and beyond this earth. It was essential 

for Adam to choose the Tree of Life in order to realise his destiny. 

Otherwise, he would remain ‘earthbound’, so to speak. We are not, of 

course, saying that if he had eaten of the Tree of Life he would have 

immediately left the earth, but he would have entered into a higher, 

fuller and developing relationship with God which would have 

radically affected his life on earth. His true home and destination would 

have become heaven. His manhood would have been transfigured from 

within by the possession of “eternal life”. He would have gained the 

kind of manhood, the true and complete manhood, we see alone in Jesus 

Christ.

  The Tree of the Knowledge of good and evil was nearby - not, as Eve 

said, at the centre of the garden - for the choice and test had to be a real 

one. Note the devil’s tactics. Eve took her eyes off the Tree of Life at the 

centre. Her attention was diverted to the other Tree. This is always the 

devil’s method - first, to get our eyes off Christ.

 Adam could choose the way of Knowledge, giving seeming power 

and independence, to go his own way, and we know he did. The results 

are all too plain throughout history. Man has always chosen to go his 

own independent way, and modern thinking is obsessed with this fatal 

idea of man’s self-fulfilment, with ‘religion’ perhaps, but without God’s 

Son. Fallen man remains a ‘religious’ being. He will still have ‘religion’ 

in some form, one of the religions of this world perhaps, or humanism, 

the worship of man himself, or even his own version of Christianity, but 
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Before we consider God’s wonderful rescue operation, it is essential that 

we should understand something of the extent of man’s ruin, and God’s 

problem in accomplishing his salvation.

 In Chart A, we see what man might have become and what he actually 

became. He might have received “eternal life”, and moved onward into 

God’s higher purposes in his creation, but all this was forfeited, the way 

to the Tree of Life was now closed to him, and, instead, he became a 

disordered, disorientated being. Instead of knowing the controlling and 

expanding life of God within him, in his spirit, he died spiritually and 

became alienated from the life of God. He had lost God as his friend and 

made Him his enemy. He was on his own now. Having chosen self-

government instead of God’s government, he was now ruled by his 

emotions, thoughts and ideas, and self-will. He, his ‘ego’, had taken 

over. His spiritual faculties, such as conscience, were now in prison, so to 

speak. He no longer functioned as God intended. Discord, not harmony, 

“The law of sin and death” was now at work within. We might say he 

was now ready for the psychologist, but alas, humanistic psychology 

would provide no real answers, at best, only palliatives and stop-gap 

measures, at worst, false solutions. The Gospel of Christ alone provides 

the real answers.

 In Chart B, we see that we now belong to a rejected race. Rejected, yet 

loved; loved as His creation, ruined though we are, and for what we may 

yet become. Rejected, but not yet abandoned. Driven out of the garden, 

barred from the Tree of Life, yet with the promise of a Deliverer. 

Rejected, because ruined by sin and death, marred and useless for His 

purpose, yet the object of His great love, a love very different from ours, 

a holy, unsentimental love, concerned for our highest good, a love which 

would provide a way of escape from condemnation and ruin.



 Chart B shows something of our desperate situation. We are guilty 

and condemned as rebels and breakers of God’s laws. In a day when sin 

is explained away, and the idea of judgment and hell rejected, even by 

religious leaders, we do well to remember that it was the Lord Jesus 

Himself who warned us more than anyone else of the terrible danger we 

are in of “everlasting punishment” and “the wrath to come”. In love God 

has provided a way of escape, but this race remains under the shadow of 

His holy anger, whatever men may say.

 Then, we are Satan’s allies and captives, under his sway, doing his 

will, for in going our own way, we are really going his way. We are 

suffering from the incurable cancer of sin and self-centredness. The 

poison of sin is in our blood-stream, in our system. We are spiritually 

‘dead’, that is, separated from the living God. We are without hope, 

without a future except judgment, without real purpose in life or 

justification for our existence, because we have fallen out of God’s plan 

in creating us. For fallen man life is ultimately meaningless.

 So, as rebels, we need pardon, forgiveness, to be reconciled to the God 

against whom we have sinned. As captives, we need rescuing from 

Satan’s clutches. As incapable incurables, we need deliverance and 

healing. Only “the radiance of His glory” can destroy the cancer cells 

within us. As poisoned, we need cleansing -  we might say, we need a 

spiritual blood-transfusion. As ‘dead’, we need to be raised and given 

life. As hopeless, we need deliverance from judgment, and purpose and 

meaning in this life and the next. As rejected, ruined, marred, useless, we 

need acceptance, now gloriously possible in and through the Lord Jesus. 

All this then, is provided in God’s great plan of salvation, but note well, 

our situation demands radical measures.

 The idea that we only need reforming, a helping hand to do better, is 

quite mistaken. Some present Christianity in terms of the Fatherhood of 

God and the Brotherhood of man, and in easy-going terms of the love of 

God which will forgive and win every one in the end, or as a kind of high 

endeavour to bring in the Kingdom of God on earth. These proclaim a 

false gospel. Only as Creator, is God the Father of all men; only as fellow-

creatures are all men brothers. In the N.T. God is only the Father of those 

who are born-again, and these alone are brothers in Christ. From the 

N.T. we know that many people will not ‘go to heaven’, though all can, 

on Gods terms. From the N.T. we know that Christ Himself will bring in 

the Kingdom of God on earth at His Second Coming, and that it is not the 

church’s commission to try to do so now, nor to ‘Christianize’ this world. 

The true task of the church, before His Return, is to be His “witnesses” 

and “ambassadors”, so that through the Gospel God may gather out of 

the nations “a people for His name”, a new race, and “bring many sons 

to glory”. The true church is God’s ‘alternative society’, and meant to 

stand in sharp contrast to the fallen society of this world.

 Then, of course, many are pinning their hopes on ‘Religion’ in some 

form or other; but ‘Religion’ is only the expression of fallen man’s 

religious nature, and cannot save. Neither the religions of this world nor 

false Christianity can save us. The popular idea that all religions really 

worship the same God, and lead to Him and ‘heaven’, is quite untrue. 

Further, faith in ‘religious experiences’ of any kind for salvation is fatal. 

Only Jesus saves. Christ is the only way.  “Christ crucified” is the heart of 

the true Gospel.

 The truth is that we need amazing grace to forgive, a mighty deliverer 

to rescue us, a wonderful surgeon and physician to operate on and heal 

us, a miracle-working God to raise us from sin and death to a new life 

with a boundless future. In the light of the N.T., to believe the false ideas 

mentioned above is to be tragically mistaken. Unless we appreciate the 

depth of our need and what salvation really involves, we shall not get 

very far in building on God’s Foundation.

Matt. 3:7, 7:13-14, 25:46. John 3:16,36, 14:6. Acts 1:8, 15:14.

 Rom. 3:23, 5:8, 6:23. 1 Cor. 2:2, 6:6. 2 Cor. 5-20. Eph. 1:6, 2:1-5,12, 4:18. 

Col. 1:13,21. 1 Thess. 4:13. 2Thess.1:9. Heb. 1:3, 2:10. 1 John 5:19. Jer. 17:9.
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This aspect of man’s condition needs enlarging upon. We can look at our situation 

in two complementary ways. As to our standing before God, our relationship to 

Him, we are banished sinners. But as to our present state, we can see a process of 

corruption and death in operation. We are part of a dying creation. When Adam 

took of the Tree of Knowledge, he died immediately as to his relationship with 

God. At the same moment the process of death began to operate in him and his 

world; he contracted the cancer of sin. We are alienated from God, and also dying 

spiritually.

 Perhaps the clearest illustration of these two aspects in the Bible is seen in the 

disease of leprosy. The leper was banished from the Tabernacle and the 

community as unclean; he was also clearly dying of the plague. So it is with us. We 

have been banished as sinners; we are also dying of sin.

 Many Scriptures point to this deadly cancer operating in this fallen race and 

world. It can be seen in society and in individuals. Consider also the fact that most 

of those who respond to the Gospel do so when young.

 This cancer of corruption is operating, (i) in Nature; (ii) in Society, “this present 

evil age”, with all its activities; and (iii) in every individual.

 Nature is obviously marred in spite of all its wonders. It has been affected by 

man’s fall, and will one day be liberated. The power of evil in the world is also 

obvious. ‘But’, someone may ask, ‘if man’s situation is as bad as the Bible says it is, 

how are we to account for man’s ‘better nature’ and the ‘good things’ in human 

culture and civilisation, and the universal factor of ‘religion’? Let us consider this 

question.

 Some say the existence of ‘civilisations’, ancient and modern, shows that man is 

capable of indefinite improvement, with the help of education, for example, but is 

‘civilisation’ really any more than a passing illusion? John says, “The world is 

passing away”. Material advances, the fact that life is more comfortable for a 

minority, does not mean that man himself is any better. Remember too that most of 

man’s achievements in history are associated with human suffering and 

exploitation. The pyramids were built with slave labour. The Industrial 

Revolution is linked with human misery. Western civilisation, often mistakenly 
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called ‘Christian’ - for there can be neither a ‘Christian civilisation’, nor a 

‘Christian country’, in a fallen world - is only a veneer. Instead of the 

barbarism of bygone ages, our 20th Century has devised and been guilty 

of even greater horrors. Every civilisation has its dark side.

 There is a tendency among Christians to think of ‘culture’ as an ally, of 

‘civilisation’ as a step in the right direction, but man’s ‘development’ in 

history, through the forbidden knowledge of good and evil, has been 

false; he has ‘developed’ without God, without “eternal life”, and been 

the slave of sin and ally of Satan. God never intended this kind of 

‘development’.

  The truth is, we believe, that ‘civilisation’, with its twin ‘religion’, 

have, in general, proved hindrances to man’s salvation, by making him 

less receptive to the Gospel. Consider how long Christendom in ‘The 

West’ has had the Gospel, yet only a tiny minority have truly bowed the 

knee to Christ. While ‘The East’, which has always had, as all men have, 

the outward witness of Creation and the inward witness of Conscience, 

to guide it towards seeking the true God, has similarly rejected this 

witness. In ‘The West’, false Christianity and humanistic civilisation, 

and in ‘The East’, eastern religions and culture, must have hindered 

millions from discovering the truth which is in Jesus alone. ‘Civilisation’ 

has created the illusion that things are better than they really are. False 

‘Religion’ has provided a substitute for the True Faith, “the faith of 

Jesus”.

 Is there then no value at all in ‘civilisation’ and ‘religion’? Ultimately 

none, we believe, because neither meets man’s need of salvation. 

However, God has, in His overruling sovereignty and mercy, used 

certain aspects of these for man’s benefit and to save him from 

destroying himself. For example, governments exist for the 

maintenance of law and order.

 Because man was made “in the likeness of God”, and that “likeness” 

has not yet been totally destroyed, there are still ‘counter-acting’ forces, 

restraining the progress of corruption, in every man (e.g. Conscience), 

and therefore in Society (e.g. the recognition of the need for law and 

order), which God uses, among other things, to restrain evil, until His 

purposes in Redemption are complete. While man’s ‘better nature’ and 

any ‘commendable aspects’ of ‘civilisation’ and ‘religion’, may help to 

restrain man’s corruption, under God’s sovereign hand, they contribute 

nothing, in themselves, to man’s salvation. Such traces of God’s “image” 

that remain in the race, only point to man’s high origin, calling and 

amazing potential. There is, of course, nothing truly, wholly, good in this 

fallen creation.

 For the individual, the progress of corruption is inevitable, apart from 

God’s restraining hand or miraculous intervention. The cancer of sin will 

kill us in the end. But note three points:-

 Firstly, this cancer is not always obvious. In some, the disease is clearly 

in its last stages. But in many it is hidden, unsuspected, covered over 

with a veneer of ‘niceness’, ‘good manners’, ‘civilised behaviour’, or 

‘humanitarian concern’ for people in need, so often thought to be 

Christianity. The cancer is hidden but there. Such, of course, stand 

condemned in any case as rebels against God’s Son, and quickly give 

themselves away when confronted with the claims of Christ.

 Secondly, as we have said, traces of God’s “likeness” may remain. 

Glimpses of ‘goodness’ may be seen. But, there is no ‘divine spark’ in 

man that simply needs re-kindling for him to be saved, as some would 

have us believe. Apart from grace and the miracle of new birth, we are 

irretrievably lost for ever.

 Thirdly, some awareness of God’s presence in His creation remains. 

Most of the race have always believed in some kind of Supreme Being. 

Also, some have, for example, experiences of deliverance from danger, or 

of comfort in suffering, or even of answers to prayer, which they attribute 

to God. This does not alter their need of salvation. God’s kindness as 

Creator is no ground for sinners to rest upon. We need a Saviour. To 

ignore God’s Son and bank upon God’s love is to court disaster.

 Finally, while our plight means that we cannot reach God, He can 

reach us. In fact, He is always seeking to do just that.

Matt. 7:11. Lk. 5:12-13. Acts 10:35, 17:22-31. Rom. 1:18-32, 2:14-16, 

Rom. 7:18-25, 8:2, 19-21, 13:1-7. 1 Cor. 1:18. Gal. 1:4. Eph. 2:1-3, 4:22. 

2 Thess. 2:10. 2 Tim. 3:1-5. Heb. 3:12-13. Jas.3:9. 1 Pet. 1:23-25. 

2 Pet. 1:4. 2:19. 1 John 2:15-17. Gen. 4:16-22, 6:5-8, 9:6, 11:1-9. 
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THE GOD - MAN5
THE GOD - MAN

ETERNAL SON

The Word was God
John 1:1

The Word became flesh
John 1:14

INCARNATE SONLet us now see how God put His rescue 

operation into effect in the Coming of His Son. 

Of course, He had made His plans “before the 

foundation of the world”. We are only looking 

at God’s intervention in history, in time and 

space, where we are. 

 First, we must consider the mystery of the 

Person of the Lord Jesus. He is God the Son, the 

second Person of the Trinity, equal in every way 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit. In John 1, 

He is called “The Word of God”, for He is the 

One through whom the Triune God speaks, acts 

and makes Himself known and visible. He is 

“the image of the invisible God”. “No one has 

ever seen God . . . the only Son . . . of the Father 

has made Him known”. Through the Lord 

Jesus, God expresses Himself, communicates 

with us and acts - “The Word was God”. At Bethlehem, “The Word became 

flesh”. The Eternal Son is also the Incarnate Son. He is the God-Man. “In 

Christ dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.” Here is a great mystery 

which the finite mind can neither understand nor explain, nor do we need to 

try. The Lord Jesus was truly God and truly Man; that is all we need to know 

and stand firm on. If He were less than God or not truly human, He could not 

have rescued us.

 We must stress this because all through history we find wrong ideas, 

heresies, regarding the Person of Christ, and they are still with us today. 

Many professing, yet false, Christians, even leaders in the professing church, 

do not believe in the Deity of Christ nor in His unique, sinless humanity. 

They do not believe in the Triune God, the Trinity, nor that Jesus is God the 

Son, nor in the Holy Spirit as a Person, the third Person of the Trinity. They do 

not believe that the Lord Jesus was both truly God and truly Man, 

nor in the Virgin Birth. The Christ they believe in is an imaginary, 

false Christ, not the true Christ of Scripture. They may, perhaps, use 

the words of Scripture, but not with its intended meaning. Those 

who are wrong, vague or evasive in these matters are certainly not 

building on God’s Foundation.

 When the Lord Jesus came. He did not leave His Deity behind, so 

to speak, but voluntarily and continuously chose to live as Man. He 

could at any time have acted as God, for He was God, but He chose 

to live in dependence on His Father as a Man. He could and did use 

the Divine Name, “I AM”, again and again, but we are told that His 

miracles were not done in the power of His Deity, but in 

dependence on His Father, as One sent by Him. He did not pretend 



11

to be a man. He was a man, truly human like us, yet with these great 

differences; He was sinless - the only sinless man who ever lived - and , 

unlike Adam, He possessed “eternal life”. Truly one with us, truly 

human, He was different, He wa apart from us in our sin and in our lack 

of “eternal life”, that is, until we are “born-again”. In thinking of His 

humanity it is crucial we understand these great differences. We need to 

see not only the uniqueness of His Person as the God-Man, a uniqueness 

which places Him for ever apart from us, but also the uniqueness of His 

manhood. He is one with us, as Man, yet different from us, until we are 

united to Him by the Holy Spirit at new birth. As Man, He was “without 

sin” and also possessed “eternal life”; as Man, He revealed perfectly the 

character of God - “He was the image of God”; as Man, He lived His life 

in complete, immediate and continuous obedience to and dependence 

upon His Father. Upon this we will enlarge in Chart 7. Understanding 

the uniqueness and nature of His humanity is crucial to understanding 

the Christian life. We must not reduce His humanity to our level, so to 

speak, or identify it with that of unfallen Adam; we must let His 

humanity define true humanity, the kind God seeks and accepts. In the 

Incarnation the Lord Jesus did not assume either our fallen state or 

Adam’s unfallen condition, but revealed God’s original purpose in 

creating man and made possible its fulfilment in us.

 As Christians we are being conformed to the kind of humanity 

revealed in the Lord Jesus in His life on earth. This humanity was 

glorified, that is, made a ‘channel’ for the glory of God. There is now a 

glorified Man on the throne of heaven, “the Man Christ Jesus”. God is 

not working to improve and fulfil us as human beings. Our fulfilment 

and destiny in only in union with Christ. He is the only true Man who 

ever lived. We must therefore define manhood and the Christian life by 

considering Him. We must consider not only His character, but the way 

He lived, His whole way of life, His attitude to and outlook upon the 

world around Him which was essentially the same as ours. We must 

consider His attitude to family life, to work, to social life, to culture, to 

politics and so on, and let His attitude determine ours. The ‘signposts’ 

are all there in the Scriptures.

 For example, we are told of His family relationships, and how He 

worked as a carpenter in Nazareth until He was thirty. We know 

that He attended a wedding in Cana, watched the children at play, 

and that He accepted the hospitality of very different types of 

people. We know that He lived a genuinely human life. We know, 

from His parables, that He was a keen observer of nature and 

everyday life, but there is no mention of His interest or involvement 

in the cultural activities of the world. His concern was for people. As 

to the political scene and unrest, He refused to become involved - 

“My kingdom is not of this world”. As to the terrible evils of His 

day, such as slavery and infanticide, He said nothing, but not 

because He did not care, for He was always showing how much He 

did care - “God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 

with power . . . He went about doing good and healing all that were 

oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him . . . preaching good 

tidings of peace by Jesus Christ (He is Lord of all)”. But Jesus knew 

that He had not been sent as a Reformer, to make this world a better 

place for rebel man, but to be a Redeemer, so He did not start a 

crusade against the evils of the world. Only the power of God, 

through the Gospel, changing men’s hearts, actually achieves 

anything.

 To see this will radically affect how we live as His witnesses in this 

world. Jesus said of His own, “they are not of the world, even as I am 

not of the world”. John said, “as He is, even so are we in this world.” 

To be a Christian is to be totally identified with the Lord Jesus, in the 

way He thought and lived. 

 So God invaded history in the Person of His Son to make a way of 

escape for us from this rejected race into a new race, created in Him, 

through His death and resurrection.

Matt. 13:54-57, 17:2, 25:34. Lk. 1:35, 2:41-52, 7:32. 

John 1:18, 2:1-12, 5:19, 6:15, 7:2-10, 10:25. 11:25, 14:11-12, 

John 17:14,16, 18:36. Acts 10:36,38. Rom.1-16, 8:29. 2 Cor. 4:6. 

Eph. 2:10. Phil. 2:9-11. Col. 1:15. 2:9. 1 Tim. 2:5-6. 3:16. Heb. 4:15. 



 What happened at the Cross? Why was it necessary? Why is “Christ crucified” the heart of the 

Christian Gospel? On this we shall expand in later Charts, but for the present we shall concentrate 

briefly on two important points.

 Firstly, God had to solve the problem of what we have done. We are rebels, guilty sinners and 

law-breakers. How could He uphold His laws and yet provide pardon, forgiveness for those who 

had broken them? How could He, at he same time, “be just and also the justifier” of sinners? God’s 

marvellous solution was this: He sentenced us to death, banishment from His presence, because 

His holiness and justice demanded it, and then, in the Person of His Son, Jesus Christ, He bore the 

penalty Himself. “Him who knew no sin, He made sin on our behalf; that we might become the 

righteousness of God in Him.” “Christ redeemed us . . . having become a curse for us.”“The Lord . . 

.  laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” “Christ . . . bore our sins in His body on the tree . . .”. “Christ 

suffered for sins once, the righteous for the unrighteous, that He might bring us to God.”
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CHRIST - CRUCIFIED,
RISEN AND GLORIFIED6 CHRISTCRUCIFIED

Christ died
for us

Romans 5:8

Hebrews 2:9
Ephesians 1: 20-21

Colossians 1:18
Acts 2:32-33

We died
with Christ
Romans 6:8 Crowned

Far above all
Head of the Church

Giver of the Spirit

RISEN
AND

GLORIFIED

As we come now to consider the Cross, 

Resurrection and Ascension of the Lord Jesus, 

we should note how much space in the Gospels 

is given up to accounts of these Events, and 

how much of the N.T. to explaining their 

meaning. This shows how important they are. 

They form a major part of God’s Foundation. 

So we can easily tell “the spirit of truth” from 

“the spirit of error” in these days when so 

many false prophets are abroad, by noting how 

often people refer to the Blood, the Cross, the 

Resurrection, the Ascension and Exaltation, 

and the Second Coming of Christ. Sad to say, 

we need to be on our guard today. As with the 

Person of Christ, so with His Cross and 

Resurrection, ‘Christianity’ today contains 

countless false ideas and views quite contrary 

to the N.T. ‘The Christian Religion’ as it is 

commonly called and generally understood, 

with its adherents, stands increasingly in stark 

contrast to N.T. Christianity, “the faith of 

Jesus”, and the born-again children of God. 

True Christianity, of course, is not really a 

‘religion’ at all; it did not originate here on 

earth, as ‘the religions of this world’ have done. 

True Christianity is the ‘relevation’ of the true 

God, in Jesus Christ, and has come down from 

heaven.



 We are far too easy-going about sin. How little we understand the 

holiness of God, and His abhorrence and hatred of sin. We are told by 

some, false prophets, that simply because God loves us, He will forgive 

us and let us off, and that everybody will eventually get to heaven. The 

Bible teaches us otherwise. God can and will only forgive sinners 

because their sin has been punished. Guilty sinners cannot be let off. If 

Jesus had not died in our place, there would be no one in heaven. He had 

to die as “the Lamb of God”. “Without the shedding of His Blood” there 

could be “no forgiveness” for us. On the cross He bore the consequences 

of what we are and have done. He was one with us in our sin, that we 

might be one with Him in His righteousness. “Jesus our Lord . . . was put 

to death for our sins and raised for our justification”.

  But let us remember that God did not punish Jesus, as a third party, for 

our sins. God, the offended party, to uphold His own righteous laws, 

was in Christ on the cross, bearing the consequences of our sin, 

reconciling the world to Himself. The Father, the Son and the Spirit were 

all involved in the cross. This deep mystery is the wonderful truth. What 

hope can there be for those who neglect or reject such love, such a 

salvation?

  Secondly, God had to solve the problem of what we are as incapable, 

incurable sinners. Sin is in us. We are riddled with it, and can do nothing 

about it. What was God to do about this? To forgive us because “Christ 

died for us”, and then leave us still the slaves of sin, would be no 

solution. We need salvation not only from the guilt of sin, but also from 

the power and cancer of sin. Now, obviously, if we could somehow die 

and start again with a new and, this time, incorruptible life, a life 

incapable of sinning, this would be the answer. And this is precisely how 

God solved the problem in the cross. He put this fallen race to death in 

the death of His Son, and made a new beginning in His resurrection. He 

has finished with this race of sinners, with the kind of people we are. 

This fallen race has no future. Of course, we do not like to face up to the 

fact; it is unpleasant but true.

   Jesus came and identified Himself with us, and died on the cross as the 

last of Adam’s race. He gathered up and included the whole race in 

Himself and died. So we all died in Him, when He died, from God’s 

viewpoint. He made pardon possible by dying instead of us, as a 

Substitute, “the righteous for the un-righteous”. He made deliverance 

from what we are by nature possible by dying as our Representative. So 

Paul says of himself, “I have been crucified with Christ . . . Christ lives in 

me . . .”, and of Christians, “You died and your life is hidden with Christ 

in God”. These two aspects of the cross go inextricably together. It is not 

only written, “Christ died for us”, but also, “We died with Christ”. We 

are united with Him, both in His death and in His resurrection. He died 

as “the last Adam”, so ending Adam’s rejected race; He rose as “the 

Second Man”, the First of a new race, “to create in Himself one new 

man”.

  Now He is risen and glorified - “crowned with glory and honour”, as 

the One in whom all the Father’s purposes for man are realised. He is 

“far above all” the powers of heaven and earth and hell, a victorious, 

risen Lord and Saviour, seated at His Father’s right hand on the throne of 

the universe. He is the living Head of His church, giving to it His own life 

through the Father’s promised gift of the Holy Spirit, so that His church 

is included in His resurrection and exaltation. We are “heirs of God, 

joint-heirs with Christ”. Thus, Christians are one with their Lord in His 

Cross, Resurrection and Exaltation, and will be in His Coming Again 

and His Coming Reign. 

“He who spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall 

He not also with Him freely give us all things?” Romans 8:32. 

“All things are yours . . . and you are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s.” 
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the earth. God measures everything by Him, not by unfallen Adam, and 

we must do the same. God’s purpose for man was never realised in 

Adam. Only Jesus could be crowned.

 The Lord Jesus is the unique God-Man, but it is significant that His 

favourite title for Himself was “Son of Man”. This underlines the point 

we are making, that He came to achieve God’s purpose in man’s 

creation, to be the True Man, here on earth, in history, in time and space. 

This explains such passages as “Who in the days of His flesh . . . though 

He was a Son . . . learned obedience by the things which He suffered; and 

having been made perfect, became the author and source of eternal 

salvation for all who obey Him”, which seems strange at first sight. 

Though He was “without sin”, He gained the perfection of manhood 

through the testing discipline of life, through His sufferings in a fallen 

There is an aspect of the Incarnation that needs 

further consideration because of its far-reaching 

implications.

 When the Lord Jesus came, He came not only 

to ‘reveal God’, to reveal the Father, to show us 

what God is like, but also to ‘achieve manhood’, 

to be, and in one sense become, the perfect Man. 

He had to succeed where Adam had failed, to be 

victorious where he had been defeated. Jesus 

had to set forth a kind of man, man-hood, 

humanity, which Adam had never done. Adam 

never entered into God’s purpose for man. In the 

Tree of Life, he had been offered “eternal life”, 

life-union with God, but he had not received it, 

so he had not become a true man, in heaven’s 

sense of the word. God’s Ideal Man is seen only 

in Jesus of Nazareth. In Him first, and in Him 

alone perfectly, has true manhood been seen on 
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THE INCARNATION

CHRIST

TWO ASPECTS

Humbled

Matthew 26:63-64

GLORIFIED

SON OF GOD

SON OF MAN

MANHOOD
ACHIEVED

Hebrews 2:5-18

GOD 
REVEALED

John 1:18

world. Through all the trials of life and attacks of Satan, He lived in 

obedient dependence upon His Father. He revealed a kind of manhood 

unseen on the earth before or since in its perfection, yet seen in some 

degree in every truly born-again believer.

 The significance of His Transfiguration, which took place about six 

months before the cross, lies in this, that He had Himself reached God’s 

goal for man. It was not a demonstration of His Deity. He, as Man, was 

now the perfect vehicle for the glory of God to shine through. “His face 

did shine as the sun.” “The glory of God” was seen “in the face of Jesus 

Christ”. Here, on the mount, we see perfected manhood glorified. God’s 

purpose in man’s creation achieved in His Son. God now had One Man 

in whom His Ideal was realised. At this point Jesus Himself could have 

gone straight to heaven. His Ascension could have taken place 



immediately, as far as He was concerned, but He had been sent to open 

up a way of escape for sinners, so He came down from the mount to 

accomplish an ‘exodus’ for us to join Him, to “bring many sons to glory”. 

Only if the One Son died, could there be “many sons”. “Unless a grain of 

wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears 

much fruit.”

 In considering the implications of this for us, we must be clear that 

sanctification - considered more fully later - is not only a matter of 

producing in us the perfect character of Christ, but also of re-making us 

so that we live as He did. His truly human life was lived on a different 

basis, in a different way from the way we live ours by nature. To mention 

two things:-

 He drew His resources from the Father - “I live because of the Father . . 

. I can of myself do nothing . . . ”. It is clear that He did not depend 

directly upon ‘nature’, natural means, human resources or this world for 

His needs, but upon His Father, even though His Father usually used 

natural means to meet these needs. In His Temptation, He refused to 

turn stones into bread after fasting for forty days and nights. He would 

not move from His position of obedient dependence to save Himself. He 

knew His Father would provide. There were times when “He continued 

all night in prayer to God”. Normally He would eat and sleep, for this 

was His Father’s will, but He did not need to if His Father chose, on 

occasion, to overrule nature. Of course, it would be futile for us to try to 

‘copy’ Him; His life can only be reproduced in us by the Holy Spirit. So, 

His resources were in the Father. But we, in contrast, always tend to take 

the natural course for granted. We look to nature first, as a matter of 

course. We do not look to, consult and trust the Father about everything. 

Too often our prayers are formal. We just do not live as Jesus did.

 Then, He also sought His Father’s directive about everything. He 

always acted under heaven’s control. He made no independent 

decisions or choices of His own, without reference to His Father. He was 

in constant fellowship with His Father, constantly about His Father’s 

business. He wanted no ‘private life’, apart from the Father. His 

‘spiritual life’ was not part-time, as it is so often with so many of us. The 

whole of His everyday life was lived in touch with His Father.

 He was not governed in any way by men, or by the ideas and ways of 

this world, but by His Father alone. His whole life as Man was governed 

and sustained from heaven - that was His position with His Father. For 

the first thirty years of His life, this meant a very ordinary life in 

Nazareth, helping bring up the family and working in the family 

business; nothing sensational, yet this was His Father’s will, in 

preparation for just three years of public service that followed, which 

culminated in His greatest task, the Cross.

 It is important to understand the significance of the thirty ‘hidden 

years’ in Nazareth. The ‘way of living’ we are considering, set before us 

by the Lord Jesus, embraces the whole of life. He was as much in touch 

with the Father and doing His will at the carpenter’s bench and helping 

with the family chores, as He was preaching to the crowds and feeding 

the 5000. We tend to separate ‘ordinary life’ and ‘serving the Lord’, and 

to place what we call ‘full-time service’ on a superior plane, imagining 

that anything less is somehow second-best. We think the more 

‘Christian activities’ we are engaged in the better the Lord will be 

pleased. The thirty ‘hidden years’ show how wrong we are. Every 

Christian should be ‘full-time’ for the Lord, all day and every day, in 

everything they do, living in the centre of His will, in fellowship with 

Him. This is all that matters. This was His ‘way of living’.

 Of course. His was a sinless humanity and therefore a perfect 

communion with His Father. Yet, as we abide in Him and the Holy Spirit 

has unhindered sway in us, we may grow into this kind of communion 

with the Father, “For you died and your life is hidden with Christ in 

God.”

Matt. 17:2,5. Lk. 2:49, 3:22, 4:1-14, 6:12, 9:22,31, 10:21, 17:30, 19:10, 22:69. 

John 5:19,30, 6:38,57, 10:25, 37-38, 12:24, 14:9-11. Acts 1:2, 2:22, 10:38. 

2 Cor. 4:6. Eph.2-.15. Col. 1:15, 3:3. Phil. 2:5-11. Heb. 4:15, 5:7-10, 7:28. 

1 Pet. 2:9.
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As we come to consider just how God’s plan of salvation works out 

in our lives, let us recall the situation.

 We belong by birth to a rejected race, to which the way to the Tree 

of Life, eternal life and the purpose of God for man, is closed. We 

have been banished. What we think of as our ‘good points’ and our 

‘better natures’, do not count with God. His standard is perfection. 

“There is no distinction; since all have sinned and fall short of the 

glory of God.”

  The Lord Jesus has not only made our pardon possible through 

the shedding of His blood, but also accomplished a merciful ‘exit’ 

for us in His cross. There, a rejected race died, as far as God is 

concerned. In His resurrection, God made a new beginning. Having 

in His Son, the kind of man He wanted when He created Adam, He 

is now creating a new race like Him. The Lord Jesus could say of 

Himself, “The prince of this world comes; and he has nothing in 

Me”. Because He was “without sin”, there was nothing in Him over 

which Satan had control. The trouble with us is that the devil has a 

foothold in us; he has an ally in our hearts; we share his rebellious 

nature. This is why the Lord Jesus said on one occasion, to those 

rejecting Him, “You are of your father, the devil”, and why John 

describes this fallen race of sinners as, “the children of the devil”. 

Solemn language indeed, with serious implications.

 We must die out of the old race and be born again into the new. 

United to the Lord Jesus in His death, we die; united to Him in His 

resurrection, we live again. There are now two human races, that is 

two kinds of man or two kinds of people. Salvation is a matter of 

being transferred from one race to the other. The Lord Jesus is the 

First, the Head of this new race, “the Eldest in a vast family . . . the 

First-born among many brothers”. Through Him and in Him, God 

is now “bringing many sons to glory”. 
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THE TWO HUMAN RACES - 
“THE OLD MAN” AND “THE NEW MAN”8
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 These two Charts emphasize two things. Firstly, in Chart A, the 

position, as far as God is concerned, is that there is a race, a kind of man, 

person, humanity, that is “no good”, and has been rejected, driven out, 

dealt with, crucified with Christ at the cross. There, Adam and his self-

centred race came to an end. There, in Christ, we all died. But, there is 

another kind of man, the ‘Christ-kind’, which is totally acceptable to 

God, “very good”, and has been raised from the dead in Him. For all 

united to Him, and only such, there is a glorious future.

 Secondly, in Chart B, this fact has to be seen, accepted and worked out 

in us by the Holy Spirit as we co-operate with Him. Repentance not only 

means that we realise our desperate need of forgiveness, but also that we 

really accept, in our heart of hearts, the fact that we are “no good”, that 

we are rebels and incorrigible sinners by nature, and that the Lord will 

have to change us radically. Mere words or mental assent to creeds, or to 

the statement that we are all sinners, is not true repentance. We must 

realise something of the awful truth about ourselves. We must see that 

we have died at the cross to membership of and involvement in the old, 

rejected race, and that we have risen with Christ to membership of God’s 

new race.

 Paul uses the metaphor of ‘putting on’ and ‘stripping off’ clothing to 

illustrate this great change, and refers to these two races and their 

natures as “the old man” and “the new man”.

 In Colossians 3:9-10, having described some of the sinful ways in 

which “the old man” behaves, Paul makes the ground of his appeal to 

these Christians to behave like Christians the fact that they, at 

conversion, “had stripped off the old man, the old self, the old nature 

with its habits, and had put on the new man, the new self, the new 

nature, which was being renewed . . . in the image of its creator . . .”. They 

had committed themselves to the new race when they came to the Lord, 

but were still behaving like members of the old. Here, Paul appeals to the 

decisive fact of what happened at the cross, and their commitment to it at 

conversion and baptism. True baptism is a decisive act of confession and 

commitment to God’s new order. It is a clear declaration of where a 

person stands.

 In Ephesians 4:22-24, his appeal to these Christians is to work out this 

decisive fact in their lives, “ . . . to put off the old man, the old self, the old 

nature . . . which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires . . . to be 

renewed in the spirit of your minds . . . to put on the new man, the new 

self, the new nature, created in God’s likeness in genuine righteousness 

and holiness”. In other words, he is calling them to a continual 

repudiation of their involvement, through birth, in Adam’s race, this 

fallen race, and to a continual commitment to live as members of the 

new, as members of Christ, by the enabling of the Holy Spirit.

 There are many more similar Scriptures which may best, perhaps, be 

summed up in Romans 13:12,14, “ . . . cast off the works of darkness . . . 

put on the armour of light . . . put on the Lord Jesus Christ and make no 

provision for the flesh to gratify its desires”, and in Galatians 3:27, “ . . . as 

many of you as were baptised into Christ have put on Christ”.

 Here then we have a call to positive action on the part of believers in 

the light of the fact of the cross. The situation, as shown in Chart A, must 

be dealt with, as shown in Chart B. So, “Work out your own salvation 

with fear and trembling . . .”. There is no place for passivity or drift in the 

Christian life.

  “PUT ON the new man . . . STRIP OFF the old man . . . CAST OFF the 

works of darkness . . . PUT ON the armour of light . . . PUT ON the Lord 

Jesus Christ . . . by the Spirit PUT TO DEATH the deeds of the body . . . 

WORK OUT your own salvation with fear and trembling . . . ”, and as we 

respond and actively co-operate, we shall experience the enabling of the 

Holy Spirit, “the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ . . . for God is at work 

in you both to will and to work for His good pleasure”. 

“Be DOERS of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.”  James 

1:22. 

John 8:44, 14:30. Rom. 3:22-23, 6:1-11, 8:13,29, 13:14. 2 Cor. 5:21. 

Eph.6:11. 

Phil. 1:19, 2:12-13. Col. 1:13. 1 Thess. 5:8. Heb. 2:10, 4:15, 12:1-2. 
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It is crucial we not only experience the New Birth, but also understand its 

significance and nature. It is an act of God, whereby His “eternal life” enters the 

human spirit and we are “born of God”. When we receive the Lord Jesus, we take 

of the Tree of Life, so to speak, and become “partakers of the divine nature”, for “. . 

. God gave to us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He who has the Son has the 

life . . . ”. Through new birth we are joined to the Lord Jesus and enter God’s new 

race  - there is no other way into it. Religious self-effort accomplishes nothing. 

When we respond to the Gospel in repentance and faith, when we trust Jesus 

alone for salvation, a miracle takes place in our spirits. We are “born of God”. “If 

any one is in Christ, he is a new creation.”

 Note the reference in the Chart to being “born of water and the Spirit”. This 

refers back to Ezekiel, and reminds us of the fact that the cleansing away, the 

removal of our sin goes together with the entrance of the new, “eternal life ” of the 

Spirit of Jesus Christ.

 One important point, frequently misunderstood, is the question of our 

assurance of salvation. There are those who deny the possibility of such assurance 

and say it is presumption to say that you know you are ‘saved’. Such are almost 

certainly not true Christians because they have clearly misunderstood the Gospel 

and the basis of true assurance, which Christians in the N.T. certainly had. The 

true Christian has a God-given assurance of salvation, based not upon anything 

he is or has done, but upon God’s grace, and the free gift of forgiveness and eternal 

life. He pins all his hopes on his Saviour. This is not presumption but faith, the 

kind of faith that saves.

 But what is the nature of true assurance? The most direct answer from the 

Scriptures would seem to be in Romans 8:16, “The Spirit himself bears witness 

with our spirit that we are children of God”. The true Christian just ‘knows’ that 

he has been “born of God”, that he is ‘alive’, that something has happened ‘inside’. 

Everything is ‘new’. The result of this realisation, this assurance, will vary. Some 

may ‘leap for joy’, so to speak. Others may open up quietly like a flower. It is not 

the outward expression that matters, but the inward reality of God-given 
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assurance, rooted in grace alone. A distinguishing mark of every true 

Christian is such assurance.  Without it, there must be a question as to 

whether a person is born-again. Mere mental assent to and dependence 

upon some verses of Scripture is dangerously inadequate.

 Another important point is this: it is God’s intention and will that His 

Son should be enthroned in our hearts and that we should be “filled with 

His Spirit”, from new birth. The idea that this comes later is without 

solid Scriptural justification. It is true that many do not enter into the 

reality of this at conversion, and have to do so later on; but this is not 

God’s intention. A Spirit-controlled life is meant to begin at conversion.

 A major reason for this confusion, and the sad contrast between what 

the N.T. presents and what Christians generally experience, is that the 

Gospel as it is often preached today is not the Christ-centred and Christ-

exalting Gospel the apostles preached, but a pale shadow of it, a largely 

man-centred, man-accommodating gospel. Needless to say, a ‘false 

gospel’ which proclaims a ‘false Christ’, will only produce ‘false 

Christians’. We are not thinking about this tragic state of affairs, but of 

the way the Gospel is often presented by the believing church. A false 

gospel can never produce a true Christian, but a weak, partial gospel, 

true as far as it goes, sincerely preached, may possibly produce a feebly-

born Christian, because the Lord permits human factors to affect His 

working. It is the true, Christ-exalting Gospel that provides, on the 

human side, the opportunity for the Holy Spirit to bring people to a 

healthy new birth. While the Lord is sovereign in His dealings with each 

individual, and may overrule our failure, the kind of Gospel we present 

to people obviously matters very much.

 Consider the Gospel as proclaimed by Peter on the day of Pentecost, 

the first time it was fully preached, when about 3000 were added to the 

Lord and to His church. He proclaimed the Lordship of the One who had 

died and risen again, and uncovered the heart of sin, rebellion against 

God and His Son - “God has made both Lord and Christ, this Jesus 

whom you crucified”. This brought deep conviction of sin, and true 

repentance and faith, declared decisively in baptism. The result was 

they received forgiveness, were born again and filled with the Spirit; 

they were added to the family of God, and “continued steadfastly in the 

apostles’ teaching and the fellowship . . . ”. The Spirit of the enthroned 

Lord Jesus took control of their hearts. The chief task of the Holy Spirit is 

to establish the reality of the Lordship of Christ over our entire lives. Of 

course, these 3000 were only at the beginning, ‘babes in Christ’; they had 

to learn about being filled to the fulness of an ever-growing capacity. But 

they were ‘filled’ as full as they could be at that stage; theirs was a strong 

and healthy new birth. That is our point.

 When the Gospel came through Paul to the Thessalonians, we have 

exactly the same impact and response,  “. . . our gospel came to you not 

only in word but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and in much 

assurance and deep conviction”.

 The watered-down gospel, without true repentance, so prevalent 

today, produces at best only weak Christians, and at worst, people on 

the fringe who think they are Christians and are not saved at all, and also 

a host of other problems. We must return to the true Gospel. The meeting 

of man’s need is not the first thing. We have gravely erred in shaping the 

Gospel to suit him. We have forgotten that God saves sinners on His 

terms only. Conversion is a real ‘take over’. The Lordship of Christ is not 

an optional extra. It is central to salvation.

 To see that conversion should be the beginning of a Spirit-controlled 

life, with the Lord Jesus as Lord, provides us with a vital clue in a day of 

much confused, contradictory, unbalanced and un-Biblical teaching 

about the need for everyone to have a further ‘experience’ after 

conversion. The true Gospel produces healthy new births, the chief 

feature of which is that the heart knows, accepts and confesses that 

“Jesus is Lord”. You cannot be sure someone is truly born-again until 

there is evidence that Jesus is Lord in their lives. With such a beginning, 

the prospects are good, a further ‘experience’ unnecessary, for the Lord 

has really taken control. Beginnings are of crucial importance.

 John 1:12-13, 3:3,5-7. Acts 2:22-42, 10.36. Rom. 10:8-10.  1 Cor. 6: 17, 

12:3. 2 Cor. 5:17. Eph. 2:8-10. 1 Thess. 1:5-6.  Tit. 3:4-7. 2 Pet. 1:4. 1 John 

5:11-12,19. Ezek. 36:25-27.
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We have just thought a little about the meaning 

of the New Birth - now we must consider its out-

working in Sanctification, the transformation of 

our lives. Obviously, there can be no 

transformation without new birth. As we shall 

see in Chart 12, there are other aspects of 

sanctification, but we shall now focus on the 

most fundamental, because it involves changing 

us at the deepest level from what we are like by 

nature into the likeness of Christ. 

 We shall concentrate on two of the many 

verses about this, Romans 8:29, and 2 

Corinthians 3:18. 

 In Romans 8:29, we read that God’s plan is that 

we should be “conformed to the likeness of His 

Son that He might be the eldest among many 

brothers”. God is creating a new race of people like His Son, “a chosen race”. 

In the Lord Jesus, and in Him alone, God has a perfect Man. He wants a great 

family of sons (the church) like Him the Eldest. God is “bringing many sons 

to glory”. This is the most important thing in the Christian life, that this 

amazing transformation should be going on in us, not only in our characters, 

but also in our whole beings and lives. In Charts 5 and 7, we saw that the Lord 

Jesus is not only different from us in character, but also in ‘constitution’, that 

is, in having “eternal life” and revealing this life in the way He lived. As to 

His character, He is, for example, selfless, without any self-interest, whereas 

we are all so obviously self-centred by nature. But, He also lived on a 

different basis, in a different way from us, which is less obvious and little 

understood. He lived His whole life, as Man, in fellowship with, in 

dependence upon and in obedience to His Father in everything and at all 

times. He embodied and set forth true, spiritual manhood.

 In the Lord Jesus we see what God was aiming at when He created 

the human race. This is the great task to which God has set His hand, 

to make us like His Son. And this work will find its completion in the 

great day of resurrection, when even our bodies will be “conformed 

to the body of His glory . . . ”.

 In 2 Corinthians 3:18, we read that “we all . . . beholding . . . the 

glory of the Lord, are transformed into the same likeness from one 

degree of glory to another, which comes from the Lord who is the 

Spirit”. Here we have two secrets of this great work of 

transformation.

 On our part, there must be a “beholding the glory of the Lord”, a 

continual “looking unto Jesus”, a concentration on Him. John says, 

“We beheld, carefully contemplated, His glory . . . full of grace and 

truth”. Paul says, “God has shined in our hearts to give the light of 
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the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ”. As the eyes 

of our hearts are focused on Him, as we see Him through the Scriptures, 

as we respond actively in faith and obedience, we shall be changed. It is 

through the Scriptures, sovereignly created by God, that Christ is made 

known to our hearts by the Holy Spirit. Only as our knowledge and 

experience of the Lord is firmly rooted in His Word shall we stand the 

tests of time and of life.

 On God’s part, there is His gracious work in us. We cannot change 

ourselves. It is futile to try to imitate Christ. Only the Holy Spirit can 

change us, and He does so as we keep “Looking unto Jesus”. He alone 

can reproduce the true likeness of Christ in us. We cannot, for example, 

be patient by trying. Keeping your mouth shut under provocation is not 

the same as having no reaction at all. We may manage the first, but never 

the second; that is a fruit of the Spirit, the inwrought character of Christ. 

We may put on an appearance of humility or other Christ-like qualities, 

but these are not the real thing, only imitations. The reality is only 

reproduced in us by the Spirit. The Lord Jesus was sometimes “moved 

with indignation”, but He never reacted in anger or impatience to the 

bitterest provocation. “When He was reviled, He reviled not again; 

when He suffered, He threatened not”, but said, “Father forgive them . . 

.”. How He shows us up.

 When we add to this aspect of ‘Christ-likeness’, the many other 

aspects, some already touched on, such as total commitment to the 

Father’s will, we begin to see what sanctification - our being transformed 

into the likeness of God’s Son - really involves. Being ‘Christ-like’ is far, 

far more than being kind, loving, patient and so on. It is often reduced to 

little more than humanitarian concern for those in need. But ‘Christ-

likeness’, includes everything that Jesus is revealed to be; He is not only 

the One who loved little children, and “had compassion on the crowds, 

because they were as sheep without a shepherd”, but also the One who 

twice cleansed His Father’s house in righteous indignation and holy 

zeal, and much more.

 We say all this only to indicate the depth of the transformation needed 

in us, not to suggest that we must just wait for this to happen. On the 

contrary, we must see that our wills are wholly on the Lord’s side. We 

must seek to act in every situation as we know the Lord would have us 

act, depending on Him, and not to act according to our own natures. We 

must prove His grace to be sufficient under provocation. We must reject 

the pride and impatience of our hearts. We must seek, like Enoch, to 

“walk with God”. So the transformation is not achieved by passivity, by 

waiting for the Lord to change us, but by active obedience to His will. As 

we do His will, as we continually adjust to Him, His thoughts and ways, 

so we shall be changed. As the years pass, we may even notice 

something of this change, and when He has finished His work in us, we 

shall actually be humble, patient and truly like Christ in every way.

  The word “transformed” in 2 Corinthians 3:18 is the same word, in the 

Greek, used of Christ at His Transfiguration, “ . . . and He was 

transfigured before them . . . ”. On that momentous occasion, “the glory 

of God” was seen “in the face of Jesus Christ”. We are to be transformed, 

to be transfigured. It is our destiny to be like Him in His glorified 

humanity!

 The same word comes again in Romans 12:1-2, “ . . . be transformed, 

transfigured, by the renewing of your mind . . . ”. These verses give us 

further help on the pathway of sanctification. “Present your bodies a 

living sacrifice . . . to God . . . be not fashioned according to this world . . . 

be transformed by the renewing of your mind . . . ”. As we see our bodies 

as “temples of the Holy Spirit”, and present ourselves to God entirely, 

decisively and continually, as we refuse to be moulded by the world 

around us in its ideas, interests and ambitions, and as we allow the Lord 

to renew our minds, our attitudes, our whole way of thinking, so this 

great miracle of changing us will go on.

Matt. 17:2. Mk 6:34, 10:14. Lk 23:34. John 1:14. 2 Cor. 4:6. Gal. 5:22-23. 

Phil. 3:20-21. Heb. 2:10, 12:1-2,10. 1 Pet. 2:9.23.
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The life-long work of the Holy Spirit of changing us is closely linked 

with Justification, the righteous standing given us by God at new 

birth.

  When we are “justified by faith”, God gives us a new standing or 

position, as a free gift, in a moment. The miracle of new birth and 

justification go together, and lead on to sanctification. Sanctification 

takes a life-time, justification a moment. Justification has to do with 

our relationship as sinners to a holy God. It deals with the problem 

of where we stand with Him. If we are standing on our own ground 

as unforgiven sinners, we are condemned and lost. But if we accept 

God’s free and unmerited gift of salvation, He gives us a new 

position or standing as forgiven sinners. We need to be clear on this. 

In a moment we may be forgiven, be reconciled to God and receive 

eternal life, but the work of changing us takes a life-time. Although 

we are still sinful as to our state, our condition (Chart B), we are 

God’s children and regarded by Him as such.

 Let us put it this way. In the court of heaven, we all stand before a 

holy God and are condemned to death as rebels and law-breakers, 

but because Jesus lived the perfect life we should have lived, and 

died for our sins in our stead, we are acquitted, declared ‘Not guilty’ 

and set free. His shed Blood makes possible our pardon, His 

Righteous Life our acquittal. We leave the court free, free to live the 

new life given us by God through new birth. This is what it means to 

be justified. Although we are still sinners, God no longer looks at our 

sinfulness, at our State (Chart B). He looks at the precious Blood of 

Christ and at His perfect life, by which we are covered, so to speak 

(Chart A). These are ‘put to our account’. This alone makes it 

possible for a holy God to deal with us at all. We do well to 

remember this. Though we are His children and call Him ‘Father’, 

this is only possible because of amazing grace. This should save us 

from presumption and over-familiarity.
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 Note: this amazing grace, which freely forgives and justifies the sinner 

on the ground of faith alone, is a great distinguishing feature of true 

Christianity, “the faith of Jesus”. Every other religion, including false 

Christianity, requires you to earn your salvation, ‘to work for it’, in some 

way or degree.

 True justification, of course, leads to sanctification. One may question 

whether anyone is justified who is not being sanctified. Likewise, true 

sanctification is only possible as the outworking of justification. There 

are many who are striving to sanctify themselves, to keep the 

commandments, to imitate Chnst, in order to justify themselves. This is a 

serious misunderstanding. Sanctification is only possible by the Spirit’s 

enabling, not by self-effort. It is rooted in justification. Because we are 

justified through grace by faith, we co-operate with the Lord in our 

sanctification. Justification and Sanctification are inseparable twins. 

God never condones sin or lets us off, Sin is serious. God only forgives, 

pardons, justifies as a starting point for changing us. We must beware of 

excusing sin, or being content with our state. We are only given a 

standing as forgiven sinners as an essential first step to transforming us. 

The Lord accepts us as we are, but not to remain as we are.

 The Blood of Christ not only satisfies the holiness of God and makes 

our pardon possible, it is also the answer to a guilty conscience, one of 

the pre-occupations of modern psychology. While the Holy Spirit, we 

are told by Christ, is concerned to make people unhappy about their sin 

so that they will seek the Saviour, the devil works overtime to 

undermine this, to explain away sin so that people will not worry about 

it. The real answer, God’s answer, to our sense of guilt, is the Blood of 

Christ But man is always trying to explain away sin and its 

consequences. Because Jesus died, and only because He died, there is no 

need to have a guilty conscience, if we have surrendered to Him.

 Nor need we be troubled by the devil’s accusing finger when 

conscious of our sinfulness. It is no good arguing with him. We should 

point him to “the blood of Jesus . . . which cleanses us from all sin”. But 

for His Blood the devil would have an unanswerable case in the court of 

heaven. God would have to agree with him and banish us for ever. But 

because “Jesus our Lord . . . was put to death for our sins and raised for 

our justification”, the devil has no case at all. We have no case to answer, 

we are justified, we are free. But, you ask, ‘What happens if a Christian 

does fall into sin?’ Of course, we should not and need not sin, for God has 

provided a way of escape in the hour of temptation. But, “if any one does 

sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous, and 

He is the propitiation for our sins . . .” and “if we confess our sins, he is 

faithful and just, and will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness”. Note, John is here writing to Christians, not to the 

world in general. Only the bom-again Christian has an Advocate with 

the Father. It is useless for the unbeliever to confess his sins in a general 

way from time to time and expect to be forgiven, without surrendering 

to God’s Son. But the true Christian will need a firm grasp on the 

wonderful truth of Justification as the Lord leads him on in the path of 

Sanctification and he discovers something of the sinfulness of his own 

heart. Take special note of these last two paragraphs if you are inclined 

to introspection by nature.

  Then, let us remember we now no longer belong to ourselves but to 

Him. As rebels we lived as we chose, pleasing ourselves; now we belong 

to Christ and should live to please Him. We have been “purchased for 

God with His blood . . . bought with a price . . . redeemed with the 

precious blood . . . of Christ . . . we are not our own”. He died to possess 

us for Himself.

 So, His Blood makes everything possible from pardon and new birth 

to heaven and glory, and His Righteousness, His holy, righteous life is 

‘put to our account’, to cover us, as the life-long process of changing us 

goes on. 

John 16:8-10. Rom. 4:24-25, 5:1-2, 6:23, 8:31-39. 1 Cor. 6:19-20,10:13. 

2 Cor. 5:9, 14-15, 18-21. Heb. 7:25. 1 Pet. 1:18-19. 1 John 1:5, 2:2. Rev. 14:12.
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In Chart 10, we considered Sanctification as a 

life-long process. Now we turn to two further 

aspects. 

 Sanctification is also spoken of as a standing 

or status. In 1 Corinthians 1:2, Paul writes to 

the Christians at Corinth as those who “are 

sanctified in Christ Jesus, called . . . saints”. 

Now, as far as progress in sanctification was 

concerned these Christians had a very long 

way to go; they are among the most ‘carnal’ 

Christians in the N. T., and yet Paul writes to 

them as “sanctified”, as “saints”. The words 

‘sanctify’ and ‘saints’ (verb and noun) mean 

‘set apart, holy’. They have the twin ideas of 

position and condition. We are given a status 

as God’s children, as in His Family, as holy - 

we are also in the process of becoming holy, 

like Him. We are called ‘saints - holy’, but also 

to become ‘saints - holy’. The status is to 

become a reality. 

 This aspect is closely linked with our standing 

in grace in Justification. When thinking about 

Justification, we stand acquitted and righteous 

in relation to God’s holy law. When thinking 

about Sanctification, we have a status or 

standing now as His children, as belonging to 

God. To the same Corinthians Paul writes, “you 

were washed . . . Sanctified . . . justified in the 

name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of 
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our God”. As God sees what we shall be one day, He regards us as holy, as His children, now, 

while the work of making us holy goes on. 

  Then, Sanctification may also be viewed as a Daily Walk, a Present Experience, a “walking in 

newness of life”, and being “always filled with the Spirit” It is here that there is a great deal of 

confusion, especially in connection with Sanctification as a life-long process, so we must look into 

this carefully. 

 Let us try to illustrate the problem by taking two extreme positions by way of contrast. 

 Some insist that sanctification is only or very largely a life-long process, so that the Christian life 

tends to be an uphill struggle against the world, the flesh and the devil, a struggle to be more holy, 

to be more like Christ. Those holding this view tend to have little joy and often lack assurance of 

salvation. There is no sparkle in their eyes, and the note of certainty and victory is missing from 

their lives. They often seem to be motivated largely by duty, and to be “under law”. One is bound 

to wonder whether they are truly born-again. 

In Chart 10, we considered Sanctification as a 

life-long process. Now we turn to two further 

aspects. 

 Sanctification is also spoken of as a standing 

or status. In 1 Corinthians 1:2, Paul writes to 

the Christians at Corinth as those who “are 

sanctified in Christ Jesus, called . . . saints”. 

Now, as far as progress in sanctification was 

concerned these Christians had a very long 

way to go; they are among the most ‘carnal’ 

Christians in the N. T., and yet Paul writes to 

them as “sanctified”, as “saints”. The words 

‘sanctify’ and ‘saints’ (verb and noun) mean 

‘set apart, holy’. They have the twin ideas of 

position and condition. We are given a status 

as God’s children, as in His Family, as holy - 

we are also in the process of becoming holy, 

like Him. We are called ‘saints - holy’, but also 

to become ‘saints - holy’. The status is to 

become a reality. 

 This aspect is closely linked with our standing 

in grace in Justification. When thinking about 

Justification, we stand acquitted and righteous 

in relation to God’s holy law. When thinking 

about Sanctification, we have a status or 

standing now as His children, as belonging to 

God. To the same Corinthians Paul writes, “you 

were washed . . . Sanctified . . . justified in the 

name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of 

24

SANCTIFICATION - 
THREE ASPECTS12 SANCTIFICATION

THREE ASPECTS

A standing

1 Corinthians 1:2
1 Corinthians 6:11

A daily walk
A present experience

John 10:10  Romans 6:4
Ephesians 5:18

A process

2 Corinthians 3:18
Romans 8:29

SPIRIT

SOUL

BODY



 Then, at the other extreme, there are those who claim that we can reach 

the goal in some crisis ‘experience’ of the Spirit, a kind of baptism into 

holiness or spiritual fulness. These think we can have everything now, in 

a moment, and that they have ‘got it’. Teaching of this kind appears in 

many forms, often amounts to an offer of a kind of sinless perfection, and 

is a dangerous delusion. “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive 

ourselves and the truth is not in us”. Again, one is bound to wonder 

whether such are truly born-again, for one of the results of new birth is a 

growing awareness of one’s sinfulness. 

 These two extreme positions show something of the problem, 

confusion and tension, even among real Christians, over this matter of 

sanctification and daily Christian experience. 

  Well, what does the Bible say? On the one hand the verses we have 

quoted and listed show that the normal Christian life is one of vitality, 

vigour, joy, peace, boldness and victory. This is what characterised the 

early Christians. This is what we find in the N. T.  So, these Scriptures 

rule out ‘the uphill struggle’ version of Christianity. 

 On the other hand, we also read of “manifold trials . . . despairing of 

life . . . being pressed, perplexed, pursued and smitten down . . . the 

fellowship of His sufferings . . .”, and of the Lord’s discipline that we 

may be “partakers of His holiness”. So that superficial ‘triumphalism’, 

cocksure, and largely emotional Christianity are equally ruled out. A 

joyful spirit of praise is not the same as emotional excitement. True 

Christian certainty is wedded to humility. 

 There is, of course, an element of truth in both views. There is much 

that we should enter into and enjoy here and now, but there is also much 

into which we can only gradually enter. In sanctification there is both 

crisis and gradual progress, and an infinite variety of experiences, all 

designed by the Father to achieve His plan in and through each of us. In 

the true Christian life, crisis and development, joy and discipline, 

suffering and glory, are all found. 

  Any presentation of the Christian life which does not include the 

following three aspects is a misrepresentation, and will inevitably lead 

to spiritual loss, perhaps eternal loss, deception, depression or 

disillusionment:- 

1) Our normal daily experience should be to know the sufficiency of 

Christ - His victory, joy and peace, transcending sin, self and 

circumstances. The ‘dots’ in the Chart signify the scattering of the 

darkness by the power of Christ. It is not normal for a Christian to be 

struggling, defeated or depressed. “My grace is sufficient for you.” 

2) This is usually against the background of trial, pressure, perplexity 

and discipline. The deep process of sanctification makes this essential. 

There are no short-cuts to true spiritual progress. ‘Instant’ Christianity is 

false. Superficial, emotional Christianity, with its emphasis on 

‘experiences’, dislikes this aspect and shrugs it off, but at its peril. The 

truth always wins. If our foundations are unsound, we shall be found 

out eventually. 

3) Sometimes the Lord will take us through a dark ‘tunnel’, when the sun 

will be withdrawn, the spiritual weather will be grey and overcast, when 

He will seem to have withdrawn. At such times we shall be shut up to 

living by faith alone - our experience, our joy will seem dead. The 

purpose of this is that we should come to know Him in a deeper way. 

This is also necessary to spiritual progress. While we prefer the 

sunshine, clouds are essential. No clouds, no rain. No rain, no fruit. But, 

of course, we only pass through tunnels. Should a ‘tunnel experience’ 

persist, we should seek the Lord in fellowship with others about it, 

because the Lord only leads us through tunnels. 

 Most of the time, 1 and 2 will go hand in hand, as we “abide in Him”. 

The true Christian life is one of  ‘balance’. Our difficulty in achieving the 

Scriptural balance between sanctification as a life-long process and as a 

daily walk, and also between doctrine and experience, divine initiative 

and human response, ‘standing on our own feet’ in the Lord and moving 

in fellowship with others, and so on, accounts for many of our problems. 

John 10:10, 15:1-5. Rom. 6:4,14, 8:29, 15:13. 1 Cor. 1:2, 6:11. 

2 Cor. 1:8-10, 3:18, 4:7-12, 12:7-10. Eph. 5:18. Heb. 12:1-13. 1 Pet. 1:6-8. 
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possess our possessions in Him, in time or eternity. Our co-operation is 

essential.

 Note firstly, in the Chart with the Barrier (B), that the link with the 

Lord Jesus is not broken, that the ‘flow’ of His Life is not completely cut 

off, only restricted. Once we are truly born-again, we are “joined to the 

Lord” for ever, but His purpose in our salvation may be hindered and 

largely missed. Of course, the reality of our new birth must be in 

question if there is no evidence of it in spiritual progress and experience. 

The ‘backslider’ is in a perilous and uncertain position. It is clearly safer 

A Christian’s spiritual progress and experience can be hindered, of 

course. Neither is guaranteed or automatic. Both depend upon the Lord 

having our co-operation. We must now think about some of the things 

which could be a barrier or hindrance. The fact that we are “hidden in 

Christ”, and that “Christ is in us”, that we are united to Him, is no 

guarantee that God’s purpose in our lives will be fulfilled, that we shall 
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having our co-operation. We must now think about some of the things 

which could be a barrier or hindrance. The fact that we are “hidden in 

Christ”, and that “Christ is in us”, that we are united to Him, is no 

guarantee that God’s purpose in our lives will be fulfilled, that we shall 
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to assume there is something wrong in this case, and to put it right, than 

to presume such are saved because they once made a ‘decision’ or had 

some ‘experience’, when there is now no inward or outward evidence of 

it. However, the possibility of a ‘hold up’, a barrier, is a very real one in 

those who are truly the Lord’s. It is this we are now considering.

 Note secondly, that the Barrier not only holds up the deep, life-long, 

unconscious transforming work of the Spirit (A), but also the daily 

experience and enjoyment of salvation (C).

 Now, let us look at some of these hindrances:-

1) IGNORANCE. Ignorance of God’s purpose in salvation, and of His 

full provision for our every need in His Son, is bound to have serious 

results. Paul shows his great concern about this in his prayer in 

Ephesians 1:15-23. He longs for these Christians to have their eyes 

opened to see God’s great plan for them and His great power committed 

to work it out in their lives. He is praying for Christians, mind you, not 

for the unsaved. He knows that Christians can miss so much through 

ignorance. This is why we must each diligently read and search the 

Scriptures, and why the opening up of the Scriptures is so vital in church 

life. 

2) NEGLECT. James writes, “Be doers of the word, and not hearers only, 

deceiving yourselves”. How easy it is to merely attend meetings and 

hear messages, and to drift away from what the Lord has shown us. We 

are warned about this in Hebrews 2:1-3, and Peter says, “Give the more 

diligence to make your calling and election sure”. There are constant 

exhortations in the Word to watchfulness and diligence. Not all 

Christians will gain their inheritance in Christ. To be eternally saved is 

one thing; to possess our inheritance, freely given, is another. Even Paul 

was concerned to win the promised “prize” and “crown”. 

3) UNBELIEF. “An evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living 

God”, is a constant threat to progress and experience. It kept Israel out of 

their inheritance, the Promised Land. How easy it is for doubts to enter 

our hearts, doubts as to the Lord’s goodness in times of trial, or doubts as 

to His ability to see us through our problems and to the end of our 

pilgrimage. Only as we trust Him, shall we make any progress, 

experience His sufficiency, and enjoy the “abundant life” He has 

promised. 

4) DISOBEDIENCE. Unbelief and disobedience are closely linked (see 

Heb. 3:18-19), as are faith and obedience. The Letter to the Romans, 

which unfolds the full range of our salvation begins and ends with a 

reference to the “obedience of faith” (1:5. & 16:26) True faith and 

obedience always go together. Disobeying the Scriptures, or what we 

know the Lord is saying to us, maybe in fellowship, will hold up 

everything. 

5) ‘CHOKING THORNS’.  In the parable of the Sower, we are told that 

some of the seed fell among thorns, which prevented it from growing, 

and that these briars are - “the cares of the world . . .  the deceitfulness of 

riches, and the pleasures of life”. What hindrances these things may be! 

“The cares of the world” - cares, worry, fears - how often we are told not 

to worry, not to be afraid - “be anxious about nothing . . .”. Trust and 

worry cannot live together. Then, “the deceitfulness of riches”. What a 

curse is covetousness, the greedy spirit of this world, our love of and 

dependence upon money and possessions, and such things as that 

selfish ambition to succeed in some sphere in life. Then, “the pleasures of 

life”, the fleeting pleasures and allurements of this world, the obsession 

with enjoyment. Even our innocent home comforts and pleasures, and 

the things we like doing, may prove a snare. It is significant that these 

three things are said to characterize the world to which the Lord will 

return.

 All these things can be hindrances to our progress and joy. Let us be 

watchful to keep the channel open heavenward, that He may be 

unhindered and that we may be fruitful and effective.

Matt. 6:19-34, 13:22, 26:41. Mk. 4:19. Lk. 8:14, 17:26-30, 21:26, 34-36. 

John 10:10,27-29. 1 Cor. 6.17, 9:24-27. Gal. 3:5. Eph. 6:18. 

Phil. 1:19, 3:12-14, 4:6-7. Col. 2:19, 4:2. 1 Tim. 6:9-10. 2 Tim. 3:2,4.

 Heb. 3:12-14, 4:11-13. James 1:22, 4:1-4. 2 Pet. 1:5-11.
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We have seen that sanctification includes both unconscious progress and conscious 

experience. What does this mean in practice?

 As we have tended to water down the Gospel, so we have also tended to adjust the 

N.T. revelation of the nature of the Christian life to suit our backgrounds, 

temperaments and requirements. We have also produced, in many respects, a 

caricature of the true church. We must seek to discern and maintain the balance of 

N.T. truth, to honour every aspect of it, and not to explain away or minimize the 

importance of the parts that do not fit in with our own ideas and experience. Paul 

tells us that he never gave ‘short measure’ in his teaching, but always declared “the 

whole counsel of God”.

 At New Birth, the Holy Spirit enters our spirits, to take control, and proceeds from 

there to ‘conquer’ progressively our whole beings. Though most of the Spirit’s work 

of transforming us goes on unconsciously, the Christian life is more than this. It 

includes also a real, practical and ‘conscious’ experience. In the N.T. we find a 

spiritual consciousness or awareness, and the actual, known control, guidance and 

enabling of the Spirit, as part of the Christian life. It will not do to leave this out. The 

Scriptures must always be the judge of our experience, and not the reverse.

 This we have already seen in the life of the Lord Jesus here on earth. He drew His 

resources and took His ‘orders’ from the Father, and we are told that He lived His 

whole life under the government of the Spirit. His life defines the Christian life - “As 

He is, so are we in this world”.

 Now let us be quite clear. We are not talking about ‘feelings’, nor about “mystical 

experience”, but about spiritual sensitivity. Mysticism belongs essentially to the 

‘soul’, the realm of feeling. The Holy Spirit dwells in our spirits, at a deeper level, so 

to speak, than feelings. Mystical and emotional experiences, and being spiritually 

“alive to God”, are poles apart, yet frequently confused. Many non-Christians have 

‘experiences’ which have nothing to do with the Lord. Even Christians may have 

such and confuse them with what is truly of God. But it would be strange indeed if 

we could be “temples of the Holy Spirit” and totally unaware of it. However, we 

must remember that the measure in which a Christian really knows the Holy Spirit 

in experience, and “the power of Christ resting upon him”, is the measure in which 

28

THE CROSS AND THE HOLY SPIRIT 
IN DAILY EXPERIENCE14

CHRIST IN GLORY

The Lord
The Spirit
2 Corinthians 3:18

I have been
crucified
with Christ

The Spirit of 
Jesus Christ 

Philippians 1:19

Christ
lives

in me

Be always filled with the Spirit
Ephesians 5:18

The river
John 7:37-39

The spring
John 4:14

Galatians 2:20



he also knows, at the same time, the meaning of the cross, the death of 

the ‘self-life’, and “the fellowship of His sufferings”. Let us also bear in 

mind the tragic ends of King Saul and Judas; both had ‘supernatural 

experiences.’ These clearly prove nothing. The devil can work miracles. 

Only as our self-centred human nature knows the crippling power of the 

cross are we safe. Conscious weakness produces real dependence on the 

Lord and a way for the Spirit. As Calvary came before Pentecost, so the 

Cross comes before the Spirit in our experience. “I have been crucified 

with Christ . . . Christ lives in me”, is the order.

 The day by day government of our lives by the Lord, largely 

unconscious, for “we walk by faith, not be sight”, requires our co-

operation in, 1) constant meditation in the Scriptures; 2) the pursuit of 

regular fellowship with other members of God’s family; 3) the 

maintaining of that inner peace or witness of the Spirit, which is only 

known as we abide in faith and obedience; and, 4) the acceptance of His 

sovereign ordering of our circumstances and responsibilities, however 

difficult.

 Note, there is a world of difference between being truly governed by 

the Spirit and the un-Scriptural and dangerous idea sometimes 

expressed in the words, ‘feeling led to’ or ‘not feeling led to’ do 

something, because this often simply means doing what we want to do, 

and, of course, we are so easily misled anyway. We must keep very close 

to the Scriptures here, noting, a) The references in Romans 8 and 

Galatians 5 to being “led by the Spirit” and “walking by the Spirit”, 

taken in context, show that Paul is not talking about guidance, but about 

our co-operation with the Lord against our sinful natures; and, b) All the 

references to specific guidance in the N.T., e.g. “The Holy Spirit said. 

Separate me Barnabas and Saul . . .”, are found on special, important 

occasions, and not as part of everyday life. So we must beware of this 

idea that we should expect to be consciously guided about everything. 

As we keep close to the Lord in faith and obedience, we shall be guided 

and governed by Him unconsciously, an even greater miracle. Most of 

the time the ‘automatic pilot’ will be flying the plane, we might say. 

When definite guidance is needed, we can count on the Lord.

 We suggest this fourfold check on our guidance; it stands together:- (i) 

it will always be according to the Scriptures. If we are neglecting His 

Word, we shall seek the Lord in vain about something already covered 

there. If we are rejecting His Word, we need not expect any further 

guidance at all; (ii) it will involve the cross in some way, e.g. it will 

usually go against what we would naturally like to do; (iii) it will involve 

faith and obedience, the response of our wills, rather than our feelings; 

and (iv) it will commend itself as of the Lord to those with whom He has 

placed us in fellowship. If our guidance fails on any of these, it is 

probably, if not certainly, wrong.

 Note: in our life together as His family, we shall be unable to find the 

mind of the Lord unless we are all truly committed to Him as a Living 

Head over us. (See Chart 18).

 It is the Holy Spirit who gives us the ability to do the Father’s will. It is 

He who gifts and qualifies each of us, as He chooses, for our particular 

job in the family. We should seek the Lord about this so as to be fully 

equipped for our part in His body. Remember, the Holy Spirit is “the 

Spirit of Jesus . . . the Spirit of Jesus Christ . . . the Spirit of God’s Son”. He 

has no interests of His own to serve, no personal gifts of His own to 

bestow. He has only come to dispense “the unsearchable riches of 

Christ” to His church. Let us neither grieve nor hinder Him; let us, “Be 

always filled with the Spirit”.

 In John 4:14, the Holy Spirit is likened by the Lord Jesus to a Spring of 

water welling up within us, satisfying our every need. In John 7:37-39, 

He is likened to a River, flowing out from within us, making us a 

blessing to others. In this thirsty world we may be refreshed and 

renewed, and also be channels for the River of God. The Spirit has come 

to communicate the fulness of Christ. “From His fulness have we all 

received, grace upon grace”.

John 1:16, 10:27. Acts 1:2, 2:42, 13:2, 16:6-7, 20:27. Rom. 6:4,11, 8:12-17. 

1 Cor. 6:19. 2 Cor. 2:17, 4:2, 5:7, 12:9. Gal. 5:16-26. Eph. 3:7,16,20, 4:30. 

Phil. 3:10. Col. 3:15-16. Heb.9-.14. 1 John 4:17. Gen. 32:24-32.
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1) INTROSPECTION - looking inwards at ourselves, at our sinfulness (or 

apparent success and progress), or analysing ourselves, or depending on or 

being guided by our feelings - is a serious mistake. It will lead to depression, or 

false assurance and pride, or deception. We must at all times keep the eyes of our 

hearts on the Lord Jesus alone, looking outward and upward to Him on the 

throne of grace. Subjectivity of any kind will lead us astray. We are not, of course, 

talking about wholesome self-examination, which is right - “Examine 

yourselves to see whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves.” - but that 

damaging pre-occupation with our ‘experience’, with how we ‘feel’, with our 

spiritual state, with ourselves. 

2) IMITATING CHRIST, in the sense of trying to be more Christ-like, to ‘copy’ 

Christ, to change ourselves by our own efforts, will get us nowhere. His 

example, of course, stands clear before us in the Scriptures. We are indeed called 

to be “imitators of Christ . . . of God, as beloved children”, but by enabling grace 

When we considered Chart 8, we saw that 

salvation is a matter of deliverance from a 

Race rejected by God into one accepted by 

Him, and looked at Colossians 3:9-10 and 

Ephesians  4:22-24.

 Notice the word “created” in both these 

passages - “Put on the new man . . . created . . .” and 

again, “ . . . the new man . . . has been created . . . ”. 

And there are many more verses, as we have seen, 

which show that Christians are being re-created 

i n  t h e  i m a g e  o f  G o d ’ s  S o n .  

 But how does this miracle actually take place in 

our lives? How are we re-created in Christ and 

made like Him?

 First, we must mention three things which will 

contribute nothing to this, and will, in fact, hinder 

us and lead us astray. 
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not on our own. “We are not under law, but under grace”. We can do 

nothing to change ourselves, except co-operate actively with the Lord, 

trusting Him to change us in the depths of our beings. Positive co-

operation with the Lord, in real dependence on Him, we say once 

again, is essential. Our wills must be wholly on the Lord’s side. A 

whole-hearted response to Him is vital, but this is quite different from 

doing our best to be like him.

3) ASCETICISM - the equally futile attempt to ‘kill off’ our sinfulness in 

some way, by being hard on ourselves. This is quite different from 

saying ‘No’ to ourselves as we take up the cross and follow Christ. 

There is no virtue in going without something we like just because we 

like it, or in wearing a solemn face, as if it were a sin to laugh. Countless 

people have thought this the way to spiritual progress and earnestly 

pursued some form of ‘monasticism’, a withdrawal from normal life 



in the real world. But true self-discipline, self-control, which is a life of joyful 

obedience to the will of God, is part of the fruit of the Spirit, an expression of 

the life of Christ within us. It can only be produced in us by the Spirit, and will 

be as we co-operate with Him. We must indeed, as Peter says, “make every 

effort to add to our faith . . . self-control . . .”, and the many other things he 

mentions, but trying to ‘crucify our flesh’ in any way will achieve nothing. 

We have “died with Christ” at the cross. Further, there is the possibility of 

deceiving ourselves into thinking we are making progress, when we are 

only really ‘dressing up’ like Christ.

  This miracle is done by the Lord working out the meaning of the cross in 

our daily lives and experience. Realising this will save us from damaging 

introspection and futile attempts to ‘crucify our flesh’ and be more ‘Christ-

like’. It will take the strain out of our lives. Our part is to be ruled by His Word 

and to respond to His Spirit. He will remind us of the fact that “we died and 

our life is hidden with Christ in God”, whenever we are selfish or un-Christ-

like in behaviour, or going our own way, and call for our obedience and co-

operation.

  We must recognise and accept that, (i) there is something in us, in our 

blood, “sin which lives in me”, too deep for analysis, including mixed 

motives, call it ‘self-centred human nature’, which must GO, which must 

DIE, and that, (ii) we must therefore ‘pass through the cross’, so to speak, 

through such experiences as the Lord sees to be necessary for us 

individually for our deliverance and transformation, “that we may be 

partakers of His holiness”. Self-centred human nature never gets through 

the cross. There is no selfishness in heaven. The cross acts like a filter, so to 

speak. The Holy Spirit is not content to leave us as we are - He applies the 

meaning of the cross in practical, daily life. He will bring us into testing 

situations, according to His perfect knowledge of each of us, in order to 

‘filter out’ and destroy the deep-rooted self-centredness of our hearts. He 

has to clear the ground for the life and character of the Lord Jesus to grow in 

us. He will take us in hand with this great end in view. Self-centredness, of 

course, expresses itself in many ways, not only in such obvious ways as, for 

example, impatience, assertiveness and pride, but also in, for example, self-

pity, false humility and despondency. The Lord knows our exact condition 

and how best to ‘treat’ it. This is clearly seen in the full-length portraits given 

us of such as Joseph, Moses, David, Peter and Paul. “For whom the Lord 

loves,. He disciplines . . .”.

 But, as with any vital truth, this can be misunderstood or carried too far. 

We must remember two things:- (a) Our God-given individuality is 

preserved intact. It is only our self-centredness which is destroyed. We shall 

always be ourselves, for God is our Creator as well as our Re-Creator. He 

always deals with us as real people, as morally responsible beings. While 

we must be emptied of self-centredness, we do not cease to be ourselves. It is 

important to maintain the Biblical balance here. Christ does not ‘replace’ us; 

we do not become vacuums. Paul says, “Christ lives in me”. Of course, it is 

‘the new Paul’, the re-created Paul that Christ indwells, not ‘the old Paul’, 

who has “been crucified”. Yet, it is still truly ‘Paul’. As yet, we are all little 

more than caricatures, because of sin. One day we shall be truly ourselves in 

Christ, as God intended. (b) We must never be passive, waiting for the Lord 

to do everything. He won’t. We must co-operate actively with Him, by 

prayer, by reading His Word and by seeking fellowship with others, for 

example. While we must learn to wait upon and for the Lord, waiting in the 

Bible is always an expectant attitude, because “He is a God who works for 

those who wait for Him”. And when He seems to keep us waiting a long 

time, it is only to get a firmer grip on our hearts and to teach us something 

more of Himself and His ways.

Rom. 6:14, 7:17,20, 8:12-13. 1 Cor. 11:1,28. 2 Cor. 5:17, 13:5. Gal. 2:20, 5:16-25. 

Eph. 2:10,15. 5:1. Col. 1:29, 2:20-3:4. Heb. 12:6,10. 2 Pet. 1:3-11. Isaiah 64:4.
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Man is revealed in Scripture to be a tripartite unity, we believe. But the importance of 

this does not seem to be generally appreciated, especially the difference between 

‘soul’ and ‘spirit’. One scholar has summed it up like this: “Human nature is most 

frequently spoken of in the N.T. as consisting of two parts . . . the material and the 

immaterial part. But sometimes . . . a tripartite division is recognised, body, soul and 

spirit; the immaterial part being sub-divided into the lower part, soul . . . and the 

ruling faculty, the spirit . . . by which alone communication is maintained with God” .

 The fact that man has a spiritual faculty challenges, of course, the theory that he is 

no more than a superior animal.

 Man is a trinity in unity. The difference between ‘soul’ and ‘spirit’ does not divide 

man into separate ‘compartments’, so to speak. We are a unity. The close link 

between ‘body and soul’ is recognised in medicine in psychosomatic disorders. 

Physical illness makes us depressed; depression affects us physically. So too with 

‘soul and spirit’; they are distinct yet interacting.

  We are only concerned to point out this distinction because of its importance and 

helpfulness in understanding sanctification, and also how and why the Lord deals 

with us as He does. It also provides us with a valuable key to many of the problems 

we meet in personal and in church life.

 In the Chart, the Body is shown as the place of world-consciousness, giving us 

contact with the world around us, which “is under the control of the evil one”. 

Through our bodies we express ourselves and communicate with others. The 

importance of the body is stressed throughout the Bible.

 The Soul is shown as the place of self-consciousness, personality or individuality. 

We may understand it, that is ‘ourselves’ in terms of, WILL, volition, choice; 

EMOTION, affections, feelings; MIND, thoughts, ideas. This is what we are as 

human beings - “. . . and man became a living soul”.

 The Spirit, the human spirit (not to be confused with the Holy Spirit) is shown as 

the place of God-consciousness, and possesses the higher faculties, enabling us to 

have contact with the spiritual world beyond time and space. The three features of 

the human spirit are: (i) the capacity for worship and communion with God; (ii) 

Conscience, which only functions properly under the Lord's control and when 
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instructed by His Word; (iii) Perception or intuitive knowledge, given by 

the Lord when needed. John writes of this in his First Letter, because of false 

teaching in the church.

 We may say then that man, as created, is a living soul or being, with a 

body and a spirit or spiritual faculty.

 Note: our spirits have been affected by the Fall, and need to be cleansed, 

renewed and made “alive to God in Christ Jesus” . Unless possessed and 

governed by the Holy Spirit, they provide Satan with a means of deceiving 

and controlling us.

 At new birth, the Holy Spirit enters our human spirits to make them His 

‘base’. He then seeks to bring us totally under His sway, to possess our 

‘souls’ - our wills, emotions, minds - and our bodies, capturing the whole 

man for Christ. It is not that our Wills, Emotions and Minds are wrong in 

themselves. On the contrary, they are essential to being human. But they 

have been badly affected by sin and need to be conquered and subdued. 

Satan obviously uses the wills, emotions and minds of unbelievers against 

the Lord, to keep them in captivity, but our ‘souls’ remain a problem area 

and battlefield in Christians too.

 Let us try to explain a little. Our ‘souls’ can be activated, stirred, affected, 

used by ourselves or manipulated by others, in many ways. For example, 1) 

By the Spirit of Christ indwelling our spirits; 2) By Satan acting through our 

fallen natures or the fallen world around us; 3) By ourselves, using, for 

example, will-power or some meditation technique; 4) By ‘nature’, the 

beauty of sight or sound, e.g. sunset or music, etc; 5) By others, a group 

atmosphere, surroundings, emotional meetings, forceful preaching, and so 

on.

 The crucial question is always, Who or What is activating or influencing 

us? Our WILLS can be forced into making decisions and acting on them, 

but we know God never works like this. He calls, invites, urges but never 

forces. Our EMOTIONS can be stirred in many ways, as we have shown, 

but we know God never ‘works on’ or ‘plays on’ our emotions, though they 

may be involved. He never creates tension or imbalance. He touches us 

powerfully yet quietly. Our MINDS can be indoctrinated or ruled by 

tradition, upbringing, inflexible systems of doctrine or interpretation, and 

so on, but God only presents the truth and waits for our response. The Lord 

Jesus put no pressure on people - He simply presented Himself to them. 

This helps us distinguish the true from the false ‘forces’ acting upon us. In 

general, the false operate through pressure, noise and tradition, while the 

true operate through persuasion, quietness and the Scriptures.

 Hebrews 4:12 gives us another vital clue in distinguishing between what 

originates with us in our minds or feelings, and what is of the Lord. “The 

word of God . . . pierces even to the dividing of soul and spirit . . .”. Our 

difficulty in distinguishing between these explains much of the confusion 

and controversy among Christians, and why guidance is such a problem to 

us. The Lord’s ‘transmitter’ is all right, but our ‘receivers’ are faulty, and so 

‘reception’ is poor at our end. But the Word of God distinguishes 

unerringly between soul and spirit, between our ideas and His will, 

between true and false ‘experiences’, between what originates in us and 

what comes from the Lord, which is another reason for saturating our 

minds in His Word.

 It is all too easy to be controlled by our ideas and feelings. An emotional 

person will tend to be up or down, depending on circumstances, state of 

health and so on. A person with a good brain, will tend to use it, study the 

Bible, think things through, without depending on the Lord. But spiritual 

truth is only really grasped at a deeper level than the mind, though not 

without it. This is why people cannot be argued into the kingdom, and 

explains the terrible confusion in theology. It is futile and dangerous to try 

to understand spiritual things before you are born-again. Only in the hands 

of the Lord is the human mind safe and valuable. Then, a person with a 

strong will, a forceful personality, will tend to live in his own strength, until 

he reaches his ‘Jabbok’. We must learn to live under the control of the Holy 

Spirit, and not under that of our ‘souls’. This is one of the most important 

lessons the Lord is trying to teach us.

Mk. 2:8. John 4:23-24, 5:40, 6:63. Acts 23:1. 

Rom. 1:9, 2:14-15, 6:11-14, 12:1. 1 Cor. 6:19-20, 8:7, 14:14-16. 

2 Cor. 7:1, 10:5. Eph. 2:1-3, 4:23. Col. 1:21. 2 Tim. 1:3. Tit. 1:15. 
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 The cross not only deals with self-centred human nature, but also touches 

all that we are by nature, that is, what we think of as our God-given natural 

gifts, talents and ‘good points’ as well. Not only must “the old man” give 

place to “the new man”, but “the natural man” to “the spiritual man”.

 When thinking of  “the natural man”, we are thinking of man without 

reference to sin, that is, Adam as created, before he fell, man as “a living 

soul”, man by nature, man as “flesh and blood”, man as “of the earth”, but 

man without “eternal life”.

 Let us put it this way. If Adam had taken of the Tree of Life, as God 

intended, he would have been changed progressively into a “spiritual man” 

or being, capable of being in touch with and eventually living in the spiritual 

world, beyond time and space, instead of being limited to living only on the 

earth. Because he took of the Tree of Knowledge, he became a ‘fallen man’, 

the father of a fallen and rejected race, “the old man”. If he had taken of 

The difference between “the natural man” and 

“the spiritual man”, follows from the 

difference between ‘soul’ and ‘spirit’ we 

considered in Chart 16. The words ‘natural’ 

and ‘spiritual’ are the adjectives of the nouns 

‘soul’ and ‘spirit’, a vital link, usually missed.

 “The natural man” is man animated merely 

by his created soul, man without “eternal life”, 

man without the Holy Spirit. The word 

‘natural’ is variously translated, unspiritual, 

physical, worldly, etc, but should strictly be 

translated, ‘psychical’, or to coin a word, 

‘soulical’, if its significance is to be appreciated. 

In contrast, “the spiritual man” is man 

animated and controlled by the Holy Spirit 

resident in his human spirit. “The spiritual 

man” is to be seen in “The Man, Christ Jesus”.

neither Tree, he would have remained as he was created, “of the 

earth”, “a living soul”, a “natural man”, with a constitution suited 

only to life on earth. He had only the potential for eternal life and 

glory at his creation, not the possession of it. We can only live in a 

world for which we have the right constitution. Man cannot live on 

the moon, and man by nature, by creation, cannot ‘live in heaven’. 

So, in our salvation, in our re-creation, the Lord not only deals with 

our sin, but also gives us a ‘spiritual constitution’, through the gift 

of eternal life. We have seen something of what this means in the 

Lord Jesus, the Perfect Man.

 In the Tree of Life, Adam was offered a boundless destiny, a 

unique relationship to God, but he had to surrender his 

independence, his self-hood, and his gifts by creation, to God, in 

order to enter into it. He never did. We not only need deliverance 



from sin, but also to enter into that relationship to God which he 

forfeited, to be given a ‘spiritual constitution’, so that we actually begin 

here and now to live on earth as citizens of heaven, living in the kind of 

obedient dependence on the Father shown in the Lord Jesus, before we 

join Him in heaven itself.

 All this we have potentially in the gift of eternal life, but we need to 

grasp it. This involves for us, as for unfallen Adam, a voluntary self-

surrender of everything to the Lord and a total dependence on Him. The 

cross of Jesus reveals the meaning of this complete self-surrender to the 

Father.

 Let us try to illustrate what this means in practice. We tend to think 

that we can and should carry over our natural gifts and abilities from our 

unregenerate lives, and use them for the Lord, and young people, in 

particular, are constantly urged to do this. But the Scriptures show that 

unless these natural abilities and gifts come and remain ‘under the 

cross’, so to speak, and are placed into and remain in the safe hands of 

the Spirit, they will prove a hindrance, even a menace, both to the 

individual and to the church. There is a tendency among Christians to 

by-pass this aspect of the cross and thereby lose their way. The cross is an 

offence to human nature, and therefore to Christians as well as the 

world. We avoid the cross at our peril. We can carry over nothing. It is 

not that God-given natural gifts are wrong in themselves, but that they 

cannot serve spiritual ends, except in the safe hands of the Lord.

 We think, for example, that a person with a good brain is thereby 

qualified to study and explain spiritual things. But, No. He must confess 

his bankruptcy, his inability by nature to do this. He must surrender his 

mind, ask for its renewal, and learn to think and study in real 

dependence on the Lord.

 We think that a good speaker is thereby qualified to preach and teach 

the things of God. But, No. He must confess his inability, forsake his 

natural ability to speak and genuinely trust the Lord. Only the Holy 

Spirit can speak to people’s hearts effectively.

 We think that a born, natural leader is thereby qualified to lead the 

people of God, but spiritual leadership is very different. Consider the 

Lord Jesus. There are many who can bow the wills, move the emotions or 
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bend the minds of others, often attractive personalities, but this is not 

spiritual leadership.

 We think that a gifted organiser is thereby qualified to rule and run the 

church or work of God. But, No. He must confess his inability and live in 

dependence on the Lord. The first qualification of those chosen to look 

after a money matter in Acts 6 was that they should be “full of the Spirit”.

 We must recognise and accept that whatever we have or are by nature, 

can, in itself, contribute nothing to His kingdom. Natural gifts only 

become spiritually useful in the Lord’s hands, in real dependence on 

Him. Only the Lord knows how to use what we have and are. Of course 

He will, but in His own way.

 We are constantly confusing ‘the natural’ and ‘the spiritual’, what we 

have inherited by birth, e.g. an attractive personality, strength of 

character, a righteous disposition, a calm temperament, our ‘talents’, 

and so on, with the fruit and gifts of the Spirit, what we are and have 

through grace and the new birth. Natural drive and enthusiasm, for 

example, is not the same as spiritual energy and zeal. One will fade, the 

other will endure. Natural ‘charm’ must not be confused with true 

Christ-likeness. What we become through grace will often stand in 

sharp contrast to what we are by nature. All this is most clearly set forth 

in the way the Lord dealt with outstandingly gifted men like Moses and 

Paul. Both were thoroughly emptied of self-reliance and brought to total 

self-surrender and dependence before they and their God-given natural 

gifts could be used.

 Such is the essential, profound, transforming work of grace through 

the cross for us all. The Lord is working to secure our positive co-

operation as His sons, in true dependence on Him.

John 3:6. Acts 6:3. Rom. 12:2. Gal. 6:1. Eph. 4:23. 

1 Cor. 2:1-5,13-15, 15:45-50. Heb. 9:14.

 See also References in Chart 16.



 The True Church is first and foremost the Father’s Family. God is creating a Family 

in the likeness of His Son. He is building a living, spiritual House for Himself on His 

Son as the Foundation, where He can live, be appreciated, be at home, and from 

which He can work. The Lord Jesus came to make this possible. The Holy Spirit has 

come to do it. The Lord sees us not as isolated individuals, but as members of His 

great Family. We do have a personal relationship with the Father, but as one of the 

Family. The individual believer is in the church, in the family, serving as a priest in 

God’s temple, engaged as a son in the Father’s business. This strikes at the roots of 

our self-centred individualism. We cannot do without one another. We shall not 

grow or survive spiritually in self-chosen isolation.

 The first thing about the real church, the family of born-again believers, as 

opposed to the professing church, is that it is a living organism. It is not an 

organisation of people who merely agree with or assent to certain beliefs and follow 

certain practices. The only church the Lord recognises consists of people who are 

alive with His own eternal life. “I will build My church”, He said, and He does so by 

creating and building with “living stones”. There is, in fact, no other church, 

whatever men may think or say.

 Then, this living organism has its own inbuilt form or structure. This is true of all 

forms of life. Such organisation as the church has should be simply and only the 

expression of its own life. For example, because prayer is the life-breath of the 

church, it makes arrangements to meet for prayer. It is not a matter of attending 

services or meetings because this is what Christians are expected to do. The real 

church just has to meet to express His life within it. The various ‘pictures’ of the 

church in the N.T., such as “His Body . . . The Holy City . . . A Spiritual House or 

Household”, each contribute something to our understanding of God’s mind for 

His family as a beautifully organised organism, expressing His life, nature and 

character.

 One day the Lord will have a “glorious church”. Meanwhile He is still building it. 

How can we co-operate with Him in His great desire and work?

 First, we must receive and go out to all truly born-again believers as brothers and 

sisters in Christ. Such, and only such, are actually in His church. This distinction 
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between those who really are the Lord’s and those who ‘go to church’, 

‘believe in God’, merely profess to be, or hope they are Christians, must 

be made, yet without pride. It is a question of facing up to the true 

situation. It is essential for clarity. Pretence helps no one. But we are 

called to a worldwide and local commitment to all who are truly in the 

Father’s Family, both in prayer and in such practical ways as are possible, 

and must shun all our narrow-minded, exclusive tendencies.

 Then, the Lord wants to build a local expression of His church in every 

place, as far as He can. We sadly have to add ‘as far as He can’, because of 

the tragic confusion which exists everywhere today among His own. This 

confusion is partly the product of the centuries, which contain so much 

false Christianity, partly the result of our unwillingness or inability to 

allow the N.T. to judge our ideas about the church, and partly because 

our fallen natures constitute a constant threat to anything the Lord wants 

to do or starts doing. We tend to spoil everything the Lord does.

 Nevertheless, we should seek to co-operate with Him in His desire and 

move in the direction of His will, as far as possible. All the good things in 

church history are associated with those who have not capitulated to the 

status quo. To do this, we shall need to see clearly the essentials of real 

Family or Church life.

 We suggest the following as a brief summary of these:- We must see 

clearly that, 1) The true church consists of born-again believers only, 

“living stones”. The Lord builds with nothing else. 2) The church is the 

Father’s Family and not an institution. Anything inconsistent with family 

life must be false. The simplicity of what we find in the N.T. stands in 

stark contrast to the complexities of what claims to be the church today 

and throughout history. 3) Christ is a living Head, who must be trusted to 

initiate and take charge of everything. A formal acknowledgment that He 

is Head, while we actually decide and run everything, is useless. The 

recognition and reality of His Headship, by the Spirit, whenever the 

church gathers, is essential. The church meets in and under Him. 4) As 

Christ, the Living Word, must be given His rightful place, so the 

Scriptures also, the written Word of God, must be given their place. The 

opening up of the Scriptures is vital to the life and building of the church. 

5) The necessity for achieving continually a balance between Liberty and 

Order, clearly set forth in the N.T., is paramount. There must be freedom 

for the Lord to express His life, but His is an ordered life. There is no room 

for ‘self-expression’. Paul had to write to the Corinthians about this 

problem. The ‘nicely kept cemetery’ and the ‘religious free-for-all’ must 

be equally avoided, and at all costs. 6) Honouring the implications of the 

church being a body, a family, in which every member has a part to play, 

contribution to make, gift from the Lord to use for the benefit of all, is also 

paramount. The inter-dependence of all the members needs constant 

affirmation. It is so easy for a few to do everything in practice. 7) There 

must be a recognition of the fact that, in the Lord’s plan, there are those 

within the family who are gifted and called to carry special responsibility 

for looking after it, for instruction, for leadership and so on. Such are only 

members of the local church, in no way superior to other members, but 

they do have special responsibilities under the Head, and must be 

recognised by the family, if it is to grow and develop in the Lord.

 These provide us, at least, with some ‘signposts’, pointing in the 

direction of the Lord’s will for the local expression of His church on earth. 

Needless to say, at the heart of true church life is the spiritual 

consciousness of His presence in the midst, without which we meet in 

vain.

“But God’s firm foundation stands, bearing this seal: ‘The Lord knows 

those who are His,’ and, ‘Let every one who names the name of the 

Lord depart from iniquity.’

 

“In a great house there are not only vessels of gold and silver but also 

of wood and earthenware, some for special use some for ordinary. If 

any one purifies himself from these polluting things, then he will be a 

vessel for special use, consecrated and useful to the master of the house, 

ready for any good work.”

Matt. 16:18. John 14:26,16:13-14. Acts 1:4,8, 2:33. Rom. 8:29, 12:3-8. 

1. Cor. 3:16-17, 6:19-20, 12:4-7,2-14,28-31. 

Eph.1:13,22-23, 2:19-22,4:1-16,30, 5:18,25-27. Col. 1:18. 2 Tim. 2:19-21. 

1 Pet. 2:4-10, 5:1-6. Rev. 1:3, 21:2.
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 We are not considering here God’s sovereign work in the affairs of men and 

nations, but the working out of His purpose in and through His own.

 The distinction made here is seen most clearly in the life and ministry of Paul. 

As the Lord only chose to give us a full-length portrait of Paul, chose to use Paul 

and his fellow-worker Luke to write about half the N.T., and gave to Paul, above 

all others, an understanding of His purpose for His church, it is to Paul, the “wise 

master builder”, we must look for the clearest pointers to God’s building plans 

and methods. (1 Cor.3:10)

 We must also bear in mind the fact that because people’s actions are recorded in 

Scripture does not mean that these are necessarily right. We are told, for example, 

that the Holy Spirit initiated the ministry of Paul and Barnabas from Antioch, 

whereas from what we are told of Apollos, some doubts attach to his 

independent ministry, good man though he was. Again, in the light of the Word, 

a question mark must stand over the position of James in Jerusalem, and over the 

whole position of the church there, 25 years after Pentecost. (Acts 18:24-28, 21:18-

20)

 The Local Expression of the Church and the Wider Work of the Kingdom are 

spiritually inter-related yet distinct in operation. There is no mingling or overlap. 

This distinction is essential for the life and true development of the Local Church, 

and for the Wider Work to fulfil its appointed role. The Wider Work should 

emerge from Local Churches and in some way help their growth and testimony. 

It is the Church that is central to God’s purpose; the Work must never become a 

rival to it, as so often happens. All Work exists for the building of His Church and 

the extension of His Kingdom

 PAUL’S MINISTRY illustrates this Distinction and Relationship:- 1) After his 

conversion and 14 years’ preparation, we find Paul sharing responsibility at 

Antioch. He is then sent forth with Barnabas from the local church there. While 

maintaining fellowship, he never returns to settle down. He has moved out of 

local responsibility into the Work. A ‘worker’ cannot bear local responsibility, 

unless, of course, he settles down locally. Philip, the travelling evangelist of Acts 

8, appears to have done this. Many years later, in Acts 21, he is a family man with a 
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home in Caesarea. ‘Elders’ are local men who reside in one place. 

‘Workers’ are basically on the move, non-resident. ‘Workers’ may 

become ‘elders’, as Philip possibly did, and ‘elders’ may become 

‘workers’, as Barnabas and Paul did, but you cannot be both at the same 

time. We need to know our calling. ‘Workers’ may obviously share in 

the life of the local church wherever they are, but only as brothers, not as 

‘elders'. 2) Paul’s band of workers emerged from local churches, as he 

did, e.g. Timothy from Lystra. Note how the Lord trains younger men 

by harnessing them to older and mature servants. Note also how Paul 

and those with him moved in dependence on the Lord alone, with no 

guaranteed support, being prepared to work to support themselves as 

necessary. 3) While Paul and his ‘team’ might stay for an extended time 

in one place or area, e.g. Corinth and Ephesus, they never take over local 

responsibility. Timothy was left behind at Ephesus to sort out the 

problems there. Titus was left in Crete to complete the founding of the 

church there. Neither became local ‘elders’. 4) Paul kept his work 

separate from the local churches, so that they would not grow up 

depending on him, e.g. he hired the hall of Tyrannus for his public 

ministry in Ephesus, while also visiting the church, meeting in homes, 

(Acts 20:20). 5) While personal leadership plays its part in the Wider 

Work of the Kingdom - Paul acted like a general deploying his men on 

the spiritual battlefield, and his ‘team’ accepted his leadership in the 

Lord - in the local church there can be no personal leadership, for Christ 

is present as a living Head, a very important distinction. 

NOTE. A) We have used the words ‘worker’ and ‘work’ for two 

reasons:- (i) In the N.T. ‘workers’ who are ‘sent out’ from local churches 

are called ‘apostles’. The word ‘apostle’ means, ‘one sent’. Unhappily, 

some harmful ideas on ‘authority’ have become associated with the 

word. ‘Apostles’ are simply those ‘sent’ to found and help local 

churches, that is all. The Twelve and Paul are, of course, unique, (ii) The 

word ‘work’ not only covers the Primary Purpose, but also anything the 

Lord may sovereignly choose to do beyond the activities of members of a 

local church in its own locality - “there are varieties of workings, but the 

same God” - e.g. George Muller’s orphan homes. 

B) Following Chart 18, the above is intended to give some further 

‘signposts’ pointing in the direction of the Lord’s will. The existing, 

universal confusion cannot be completely ignored or undone, but we 

can and should seek to co-operate with Him and adjust to His will by 
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 THE LOCAL EXPRESSION OF THE CHURCH 

1.  Under His Headship - a living Head of a living Body, in acknowledged 

  and real control. Eph.4:15-16. Rev.1:3. 

2.  Under Local Leaders Only, raised up by the Hoiy Spirit in the family, to 

 care for it. Acts 14:23, 20:28. Phil 1:1 

3.  For Worship, Prayer, Fellowship, Teaching And Mutual Upbuilding - 

 Life together in the Father's Family 1 Cor. 14:26-40. Eph. 4:1-16, 5:18-21. 

4.  The Activities Of Members In The Locality, while undertaken in   

 fellowship, are the responsibility of those concerned and not of all - e.g. 

  Gospel outreach of many kinds. Acts 9:36. Rom. 12:8. 1 Cor. 12:5-

6,28. 

5.  Quite Distinct And Separate From The Wider Work, for which it has  

 no  responsibility, except in prayer and giving. Eph. 6:18-20. Phil. 4:14-

16. 

 THE WIDER WORK OF THE KINGDOM 

1.  Under His Direction - “Separate Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to 
  which  I have called them”. Acts 13:1-4, 16:6-10. 

2.  Usually Committed To ‘Teams Of Workers’, moving in fellowship.  
  These emerge from local churches, but are then under His 
Direction.   Acts 14:4, 16:1-3, 18:1-4, 20:34. Rom. 16:7. Col 4:12-13. cp. 
Mark 6:7. Luke   9:1-2, 10:1-2. 

3.  Primary Purpose - to found and build up local churches, and help 
them  in times of difficulty, without taking them over. Acts 14:21-23. 1 
Thess.   1:1, 2:5-7. 1 Tim. 1:3.  Tit. 1:5. 

4.  Great Variety Of Work Possible, in God’s sovereignty, apart from   
 Primary Purpose, e.g. Ministries which express the love of God 
towards  those in need. Acts 10:38. 1 Cor. 12:6. 



With Revelation 21:1-22:5 a new age and order begin, with a new heaven and a new 

earth, and a new capital city, New Jerusalem. The last chapter of history, as we call 

it, has been written. That book is finished. The old order is over, “the first things 

have passed away”. The material, natural, atomic creation, as we know it, has 

gone. The sea and the night, the sun and the moon, are things of the past. Sin, death, 

mourning, crying and pain, and Satan and his own, have been banished for ever. A 

new age has dawned, a new world has come. The Millenium, the reign of Christ on 

this present earth, the final rebellion and the Day of Judgment, mentioned in 

Revelation 20, are past. Any prophecies concerning this world, and Israel, have 

been fulfilled. An entirely new order has now come. “Behold, I make all things 

new”.

 In thinking about this remarkable passage, we must remind ourselves of the 

startling fact that this present order of creation was only designed to be temporary 

anyway. When God created this natural order and universe, including “the first 

man Adam” who was “of the earth”, He knew it would be and could be only 

temporary, and this was all He intended. Man was not created to live in Time and 

Space as we know it, for ever. His destiny was far higher. In 2 Corinthians 4:18 we 

read, “ . . . the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen 

are eternal”. Then, again in 1 Corinthians 15:46, when contrasting Adam and 

Christ, Paul writes, “However the spiritual did not come first, but the natural, and 

after that the spiritual”. And this really applies to all “the first things”, which in 

relation to God’s New World are said to have passed away.

 This becomes even clearer when we consider the surprising fact that in the 

Genesis Creation, before the Fall of man, we have “darkness and night” as part of 

this creation, whereas these are excluded from God’s New Creation. Why? Because 

in the First Creation these had significance and were necessary, because Satan had 

fallen before man’s fall in Eden, and evil and ‘darkness’ had already come into the 

universe. But in God’s New Order there is no possibility of another Fall, so there is 

no night, no darkness, for “God is light and in Him is no darkness at all”. Further, at 
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least the possibility of death existed in the First Creation, for Adam was 

warned that he could die, but in the New Order death has been 

abolished. So the goal of the temporary Time/Space creation of Genesis 

is found in the permanent New World of Revelation.

 In thinking about God’s New World, we must also be careful not to 

carry over ideas which belong to the present order. For example, the 

Holy City is not a literal, material city, with actual streets paved with 

gold, but a spiritual city, constructed of people, “living stones”. This is 

clear from the fact, among other things, that it is a cube in shape, and 

because we are told it represents the church. Similarly, the nations and 

kings we read of cannot be the kind we are familiar with now. 

Everything is ‘new’, fundamentally and constitutionally different, not 

less ‘real’, but more ‘real’ and wonderful than this present order.

 In these few verses we are given a glimpse of the goal to which God 

has been moving from eternity past, a glimpse of the eternal ages in 

which we see God in Christ, enthroned, worshipped and governing a 

redeemed universe from and through His Capital City, “the church of 

the firstborn”.

 The significance of what we have been sharing in these studies is now 

clearly seen. The Eternal Existence, Coming, Cross and Resurrection of 

God’s Son, unique in His Person and in His humanity is central to 

everything. His Person and Work have made possible the creation of a 

new race, in His likeness, and provided the Father with a Capital at the 

heart of a Kingdom, and a redeemed universe. This is the goal. The 

central facts are clear enough, even though the details remain a mystery 

for the present. What light this throws on the whole Christian life and on 

the Lord’s desire for His church here and now.

 The following points are suggested for further meditation and study:- 

1) The significance of the names given to the church - “the holy city” -  

“new Jerusalem” - “the bride, the wife of the Lamb” -  “the tabernacle of 

God”. 2) The three different groups of human beings found here - (i) the 

church = the city; (ii) men = His peoples = the nations; (iii) the fearful and 

unbelieving . . . lost in the lake of fire. The clear distinction between the 

city and the surrounding ‘nations’ shows that God’s plan of salvation is 

wider than the church, that not all who are redeemed are in the city, and 

that His Church is the key to everything in the eternal ages; 3) The first 

thing said when describing the city is that it has “the glory of God”, thus 

fulfilling the prayer of the Lord Jesus in John 17. Note also its massive 

and beautiful foundations. God is building for eternity in His dealings 

with us in this life; 4) The glory of His presence and the throne of God 

and of the Lamb is central and sufficient. There is no need of temple, no 

need of sun, no need of anything beyond God Himself, for God in Christ 

is “all in all”. 5) Out of the Throne flows the River of Life, beside which 

grows the Tree of Life with its fruit and leaves, which takes us back in 

thought to Eden with its River and the Tree of Life at its centre. Thus the 

significance of God’s offer to Adam in Eden and His offer to a fallen race 

through the Gospel, is once again set before us; 6) His servants not only 

serve Him as His ‘love-slaves’, but also reign with Him for ever and ever. 

Thus our high destiny of ‘reigning with Christ’ is once again linked with 

love’s self-surrender and obedience; 7) Thus the eternal ages are 

pictured in terms of unlimited and unending glory, progress, expansion 

and service, not in static terms as a kind of never-ending holiday or 

praise meeting, with little purpose, but rather in dynamic terms, worthy 

of a great God, whose future purposes will certainly surprise us all! 

“Here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city which is to come - Our 

citizenship is in heaven - You have come . . . to the city of the living God, the 

heavenly Jerusalem - the city which has foundations, whose builder and 

maker is God”. 

“He who sat upon the throne said, “ Behold, I make all things new . . . I am 

the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will 

give, as a free gift, from the fountain of the water of life. He who overcomes 

shall inherit these things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son.”

1 Cor. 15:20-28. 2 Cor. 4:17, 5:17. Phil. 3:20. 2 Tim. 2:10-13. 

Heb.11:10, 12:22-29, 13:14. 1 Pet. 2:4-5. 1 John 1:5. Rev. 3:21. 

Gen. 1:1-5. Isaiah 9:7.
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 ABOUT THE CHARTS AND THE COMMENTARY 
1.  These Charts are an attempt to visualize spiritual realities.

 Many people find this helpful. Please remember the Charts are   

 intended to illuminate and not for detailed analysis, and that the   

 Commentary had to  be  written within the space avail able. Otherwise, 

 a great deal more could have  been said. 

2.  Because the Charts are, to some extent, inter-related, the 

Commentary,  while generally progressive, is not necessarily strictly  

     consecutive. Reference may be made to something in one 

Chart, more  fully explained in another. 

3.  The TRIANGLE always signifies Deity. The CIRCLE signifies

  Manhood, except obviously in parts of Charts 1,5,19,20. 

4. GOLD signifies Eternal Life - the Divine Nature - the sphere of Eternal 

 Life and Glory.

 RED signifies the Blood of Christ, with all that it means, as explained in 

 Charts 6 and 11.

 BLACK signifies sin, death and judgment.

 With     shading, the emphasis is on the fact of indwelling sin.

 With     dots, the emphasis is on the victory of Christ

       over indwelling  sin.

 We thankfully acknowledge the help received from many in the   

 preparation of these Charts and the Commentary.

  © T.L. Macartney 1985
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Shedding of His Blood” there could be “no 

forgiveness” for us. On the cross He bore the 

consequences of what we are and have done. 

He was one with us in our sin, that we might be 

one with Him in His righteousness. “Jesus our 

Lord . . . was put to death for our sins and raised 

for our justification”.


