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INTRODUCTION
The Epistle to the Hebrews touches what is perhaps
the greatest problem and temptation
that assails the
Christian Church, -retrogression
to externalism.
And,
thank God, it consistently
stresses the only valid
answer, "Advance "; - "Advance
with God",
and
"Advance by faith"
As any navigator knows, drift is always a danger, and
it is amazing how imperceptible this drift can beo Without our realising that anything at all is happenning, we
can suddenly discover that we have been silently carried to a very different position,-it
could be towards
dangerous rocks. The greatest safeguard in such situations is not mere vigilence but plain and positive
advance. We must start the motor and go forward, and
keep going forward; -that alone will be our salvation.
AII this certainly applies to spiritual matters, and to
the whole issue of God's church, and of His true
testimony in the nations. Because of hidden currents
and prevailing breezes, the ever-present
tendency is to
drift, and the only safeguard
is advance,
spiritual
advance. And that is what Hebrews is all about!
In the case of the Hebrews themselves, the ternptations had been torevert again towards Judaisrn with its
irnpressive forms and soul-satisfying ceremonies. This
was something
deeply ingrained
within them, and
indeed, it had become part of them. Even after they
had made their stand for Christ it still pursued them,
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and sorne how pul led af them, perpetually threatening
to erode their experience of "the glorious liberty of the
sons of God."
Try as they would, they found it
increasingly hard to turn over "the whole new leaf",
and to treat as shadow th at which, at its best, was only
intended to be shadow. Their inward make-up seemed
to teil them that at least some place would have to be
left in their outlook for such a revered and revealed
system as Judaism, and for its required rituals. Indeed,
they feIt it would only be right and "Christian"
to
make certain limited concessions
to it. The drift, in
fact, was on.
The. writer to the Hebrews c\early discerns the situation, and faithfully and fearlessly ex poses the incoming
tcndcncies and warns the Hebrews of them. Then, best
of all, he provides them with the c\ear solution, "Let
us go on " (Ch. 6:1). While showing all due appreciation of the Jewish types and ceremonies,
he nevertheless warns thern of the continuing "earth-touch";
and
patiently sets befere thern the all-inclusive Antitype,-a
new creation in Christ. With all his heart he would
have thern go on with Him to their fuller and more
glorious and spiritual inheritance , and heabundantly
supplies to thern t he needed motivation for so doing.
In the first chaptcr, for instanee. he speaks of the allsurpassing excellency of God's Son, and then, in the
ncxt chaptcr , unfolds to them the undreamed-of
greatness of God's salvation. Throughout
the epistle, he
consistently
shows them the Christian 's far better
spiritual inheritance in Christ, and presents Hi as the
One True Substance that answers to, and far e .els, all
the earl ier shadows.
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That is the picture, then, and th at is the call that
"Hebrews"
sets befare us. Perhaps, in sorne cases,
even amongst the Hebrews, it was not altogether a
matter of reverting to the actual farms and ceremonies
of Judaisrn, but rather to what we may call the Judaistic
"mind ", or, shall we say, the inborn habit of ex ternalistic thinking in religious things. In such cases it
would be the "Christian"
procedures,
traditions,
organizations,
th at began to be to them the all-important things rather than the essentially
spiritual.
Whichever
kind it was, it certainly evidenced a dangerous drift, and it cried out for recognition and correction.
All this, of course, has equal application to us. We
do not hesitate to say that born-again believers in our
day are still subject to the same subtie temptation, and
may become victims of a similar imperceptible
drift.
Praise God, the New Birth itself launches us out into
the Spirit, and into the great wonder-realm
of spiritual
things. Once we have had that experience,our
lives
begin to be centered in the heavenlies,-hid
with Christ
in God.and
we are possessed
of a joy which is
unspeakable
and full of glory, -certainly not of this
world. At th at point, however, the temptation
(and
indeed the tendency within our own naturalbeing)
is to
try to crystalise our discoveries, and to press them into
certain religious rnoulds and procedures
which we
fondly hope may extend their permanence or aid in the
propagation
of thern. With the best of intentions,
perhaps, certain systems of procedure are evolved and
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set in motion, and, all unconsciously, we begin to handle everything, with less and less actual dependenee on
the Spirit of God. Thus, wi,thout eur immediately
knowing it, we too have brought in the "earth touch"
and the glory has departede lJ1llman hands have seized
the sacred ark, and the irrevitable "death " has
followed. To say the least, the dtift has set in. All
unconsciously, we have created another form of Judaism, slrall we caU it "Christian" Judaism, and have
become the servants of another soul-based ritual. Life
in the Spirit has somehow seeped away, and we discover all too late" (or do we"). that we only have a
shell, or, at best, a poor earlcature of true vital
test1ll1'1ony.The world, of course, looks <'>;0' and makes
lts surprisingly shtewd assessment of the, thing we have
created, and of what we are devoted to, and it is not
impressed. "What do these feebIe Jews", they say,
and, in this case, rightly so. Perhaps we should point
out, right here , th at whenever we copy the world, and
use its devices, we actually lose our power with the
world, and have no effective purchase on it. It is right
to say th at we can only bless the w.orld when we mystify
it, and bring in an element, a Very Real Element, -God
Himself, for which they are not equal.
The great purpose of Hebrews, then, is to prevent.
or correct, that ever-threatening drift in spiritual
things. And the answer in every chapterr is, "Go ori",
"Go on with God", and, very irnportantly, "Go on by
jàith ".
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We should perhaps be quick to add that wherever
TrueLife is present, and really allowed togovern,it will
surely have its own appropriate and spontaneous
"order", but that, toowill be something Iivingandfrom
above. And, to a right degree, it will always be flexible
as the hour may require, for in that matter too, " the
wind bloweth where it listeth",-it is beyond human
control.
Leaving aside, however, for the moment, this more
explicit matter of a backward drift to religious externalism, it is beyond question that "Hebrews" still has a
very c\earand wide application to us atl.îot it deals very
fully, and very powerfutly, with this whole matter of
GOING ON. Even ifwe are not, for the present, showing any retrogressive tendencies of the particular kind
that we have mentioned, the question still stands, -are
we as PROGRESSIVE as we ought to be? Are we staying too long in the shallows when the Lord would have
us "Launch out into the deep"? Or, to use Paul's
phrase, are we "pressing toward the mark" as we
should? Are we truly entering into the spiritual, and
leaving behind the natura! and the carnal? Putting it
still more simply, are we "growing in grace" as we
should be, "and in the knowledge of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ" (2 Pet. 3.18)? In th is respect,
also, "Hebrews" cries out to us, and says, "Let us GO
ON": May the Lord help us, then, to GO FORWARD
as we should for, indeed, ttie days are short.
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What we have said in this Introduetion
should be
carefully kept in mind in our now contemplated
chapter-by-chapter
perusal of the letter, for it helps us
to perceive the basic object of the letter, and to see its
tremendous
application to us all today. As for the
booklet itself, it seemed quite wrong, at first, for us to
attempt to add anything to the much that has al ready
been written. But our special aim in these pages has
been to achieve sorne essential brevity and simplicity,
so that even the youngest searcher can be helped to
find his way through th is epistle, and get a lasting blessing from 'it. Hence the brief outlincs of each chapter, as
we see it, and the prayerfully selected "Key-cornments".
In the latter, we have sought to trace, in
sequence, the true substance of the unfolding thcme.
Prayer wiJl again be needed in the study, and we plead
for it. And may we all be saved from that drift to the
merely outward which so persistently and insidiously
threatens God's testimony in this world.
And may we all GO ON!

Chapter ODe.
THE ALL-EXCELLING SON OF GOD--I. EXCELLING
PROPHETS

ALL

THE

ANCIENT

1-2

He is the final Speech of God; gathering up and
transeending
all preceeding utterances.
vl
He speaks as the Creator and Heir of all things. v2
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11. EXCELLING
WORK

ALL IN HlS

REDEEMING
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He Himself made a great purging of sin, i.e. "He
effected in person the c1eansing of men's sin"
(Phillips) .
He then sat down on the right hand of the Majesty
on High.
111. EXCELLI-NG
ALL
THE
MIGHTY
ANGELS 4-14
This was an excellence recognized and declared
throughout the Old Testament Scriptures.
These scripture show Him as surpassing the
angels in:
1) His Deity (4-7)
2) His Messiahship (8-9)
3) His Creation of Heaven and earth (I 0-12)
4) His enthronement and ultimate vindication
over all His foes. (13,14).
On reading a chapter like this, our hearts sing out,
"0 what a Christ have I", and there is a Spirit-given
impulse to pursue Him, and possess Him, to the exclusion of all else. And that is exactly what the Hebrews
were needing to do. The fine traditions of Judaism
were again attracting them, and indeed, tending to
govern them, but another and fuller sight of Christ
would be their basic liberation, enabling them to
"forget the things that are behind" (Phil. 3:13,14) and
"press toward the mark for the Prize". Seeing Him,

8

they would say with Ephraim of old, "What have I to
do any more with idols, I have heard Him and
observed Him" (Hos. 14.8).
And such a vision frees us too, and from simiIar tendencies to drift towards religious externalisms, even in
"Christianity" i.e. its mere "actions" and "rnotions",
its traditional procedures, and its public image, etc. As
always, it is "the Son" who sets us free (Jn, 8.36), and
then we are "free indeed". Seeing Him, we are liberated from all else, and we begin to sing with Wesley,
"Thine eye diffused a quickening ray ,
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light;
My chains feil off, my heart was free,
I rose, went forth, and followed Thee".
Notice that the Christ who is here portrayed outspans all time. As to the past, "He made the worlds",
and, as to the fu'ure, He is the "appointed heir of all"
(vz). The Father Himselfrefers to Him as "God" (vê)
and "Lord" (v 10), and declares that one day this Son
of His would actually wrap up the wholeuniverse as a
man might wrap up a discarded garment. Yet, this is
the same One who in His grace "made a purging" of
our sins! Brightness ofGod's glory though He was, and
express image of God's person, He nevertheless
entered as Man into our vile world, and became sin for
us (2 Cor. 5.21) at Calvary. Then, having finished the
work His Father gave Him to do (Jn. 17:4; 19:30), He
returned to the glory, and "sat down on the right hand
of the Majesty on High" (v I). Indeed, God has spoken
to us in His Son. God give us ears to hear such Speech!
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Chapter Two
GOD'S GREAT SALVATION
I. THE NEED OF PAYING EARNEST ATTENTION TO IT 1-4
. 1) Because of the danger of unexpected loss or
leakages. (v 1, see marg.).
2) Because of the already demonstrated costlines
of carelessness (v2) (in the case of Israel)
3) Because of the superior
nature of the
messengers (v3,4) (ie Christ, His followers,
and God Himself)
Israel's neglect of earlier announcements.
made
through lesser messengers, was duly penalized (in the
wilderness, etc.) , so certainly any neglect on our part of
, a far greater Announcement, will also be correspondingly recompensed (i.e. by appropriate discipline s.and
sad loss of full spiritual reward).
11. THE ACTUAL NATURE OF THIS "SALVATION" 5-10
In a word, it is man's restored dominion over the
universe, -through Christ.
1) This was never planned for angels v5.
2) It was to be man's heritage v6,7
(As hinted in Gen. 1.26, and developed in
. Psa. 8:4-6 and 1 Cor. 15:27.)
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3) Adam (and his posterity) lost it, -by Adam 's
rebellion. (See v.8, last part)
4) Christ, as Man, recovered it for us (v9,10)
5) As "Captain of our salvation" (je "File-leader),
He now leads those who will follow Him, - via
the Cross, to the Throne. (See 2 Tim. 2.112, etc.).
III. THE COSTLY PREREQUISITE FOR SUCH A
"SALVATION" 11-18
It necessitated Christ's willing identification of
Himselfwith created humanity, -in His incarnation.
1) This was in view in many O.T. scriptures. v 11~13.
2) This led to the glorious victory of Calvary, v 14, 15.
3) This made possible a fully understanding
Priesthood.
16-18.
Next to seeing "The Son" Himself (Ch. 1), a
"sight" of this "so great Salvation" will surely offset
any backward drift, and again spur us to "go on". Very
few Christians today really "see" the true greatness of
what is being offered to them in the Gospel. It is not
only forgiveness (rnarvellous though that is); -it is fulness, -in the divine meaning of that word. Christ has
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envisaged us as partners with Him in His Throne (Rev.
3.21, etc.) , and He certainly spoke frequently of "giving us the Kingdom" (Lk. 12:32, Lk. 22.29, etc. see
also Math. 16:18, 19.)And, as our chapter shows, His
discip1es and followers confirmed the message (eg 1
Pet. 2:9; Rev. 1:5,6; Rom. 5.17; 1 Cor. 6: 1-3, Heb.
12:28 etc etc). More importantly, God Himself "bore
witness" in wonderful ways, even giving His Spirit to
make possible kingly living and kingly ministry. Praise
God, we are indeed bom into a RoyalFamily, and,even
at New Birth, a Kingly Life enters into us, and we begin
to be prepared and trained for our great heritage of
dominion.
Even Daniel spoke of God's saints
"possessing the kingdom" (Dan. 7:18,22, etc) , and
this was always God's eternal thought for the sons of
men, -secured to us, now, through Christ.
But lest any of us should have wrong ideas and
aspirations, the Lord made it abundantly plain th at His
Kingship is invariably related to servanthood, (- see
Matt. 20: 18-28 etc.). Certainly we train· for th is
"kingdorn" by getting lower, following the declared
"exarnple" of our Lord Himself as given in Jn. 13:35,15, and likewise the illustration of Abigail.for instance, who showed herself qualified to be a partner of
King David by her outspoken willingness to "wash the
feet ofthe servants of her lord" (1 Sam. 25:41,42).
How great the need, then, for us, even in these ways, to
make our calling and election sure. (2 Pet. 1:10).
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Chapter Three
LESSONS ON "LOST INHERIT ANCE"
I. A FOCUS ON THE "GREATER
MOSES" 1-6

THAN

Christ is greater because:I) He combines
the ministries
of Moses and
Aaron. (Apostle and High Priest, v l )
2) He was just as faithful as Moses in His far
greater Appointment
v2
3) He was Builder, not just building; -Father not
just offspring. v3,4
4) He was a Son, -not just a servant. 5,6.

11. A REMINDER OF ISRAEL'S WILDERNESS
WANDERINGS.
7-11
1) They resulted from not hearing and heeding
God's voice. v7 (and v. 15) See also Num.
14.22; Psa. 95. 7,8; also John 9:27
2) They constituted a "testing" and "grieving"
of
God for forty years v9 (and v.I7)
3) They evoked God's wrath. vIl
4) They finally excluded Israel from God's rest.
v.ll (See also Ch. 4)

111. THE RESULT ANT COUNSELS
HEBREW CHRISTlANS
12'-14
1) To guard against such unbelief,
vI2
13

TO THE

-and desertion.

2) To practice mutual and daily encouragement of
each other. v13
3) To continue trusting, and thus become Christ's
partners. v14
lIl.

A FURTHER
WILDERNESS

UNDERLINING
TRAGEDY
15-19

OF

THE

1) It is cal!ed "the Provocation" v.15 (also v8)
Lit. "the thorough embittering" (same Gk
root as Heb. 12.15 Jas. 3.11 etc.)
Recalling the experience of Psa. 69.21, Matt.
27.34 etc.
2) It was al! rooted in unbelief. v 19 (i.e. failure to
go on trusting God).
3) There is a suggestion in the AV text of v 16 that
there were exceptions in this rebellion; -a
reference perhaps to Caleb and Joshua (Num.
13:30, 14:6-10)
But what a minority! There could be a very
solemn lesson here!
This chapter, we notice, is addressed to those who
are "partakers of the heavenly cal!ing", reminding us
strongly of the previous chapter which unfolded the
mystery of rnan's designated dominion, and of our
sharing Christ's throne. Al! who have received such a
heavenly calling are evidently intended to learn some
solemn lessons from .Israel's tragic experiences in the
wilderness, -notably the failure of the vast majority to
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enter into all th at had been set before them. What a tragedy for thern, and for us, -to have escaped "Egypt"
through divine miracle, and yet to "die in the wilderness"! We need to remember that the emphasis here,
as throughout the letter, is not on any "lost salvation",
but on "lost inheritance", -failure to possess and enjoy
all that God has laid open for us, through the work of
His Son.
Paul quotes the same history of Israel when he
writes to the Corinthians (1 Cor. 10: 1-12), again
pointing out that it was all intended as an object lesson
for us. A few verses earl ier (1 Cor. 9:24, 25), he had
been speaking to them about the race and the prize,
pointing out that while many may run in the race, it is
but one who receives the prize. He goes on to say that
he himself was constantly being exercised before the
Lord, lest, having been a preacher to others, he himself should be "reiected" (v.26,27), i.e. rejected from
the joy and privilege of full inheritance. This links up
again with what he says to the Philippians, describing
himself as one who "presses toward the mark for the
prize of the high calling" (Phil. 3.14; -cp "heavenly
calling" Heb. 3.1), and who longs to apprehend th at
for which he has been apprehended (v!2L This, of
course, holds no suggestion of attainment by our
works, for that is never possible.
Hebrews clearly
emphasises that it is purely and simply a continuing
trust in the Lord th at will get us into God's full purpose, or unbelief that will exc1ude us! As Paul said to
the Romans. it is they who "receive abundance of grace"
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who will reign ...
by Christ Jesus! (Rorn. 5.17). Certainly na flesh shall glory in His presence.

Chapter Four
ENTERING INTO GOD'S REST
I. THE OPEN OPPORTUNITY

FOR ENTERING

Because of an unexhausted
promise.
vl. (See
Deut. 12:9; Psa. 95:11).
The original offer to Israel was not c1aimed by
faith, so it now passes on to us in the Gospel. v2
We need to be sure that we do not repeat Israel's
folly, and also fail to enter in. v l

11. THE APPOINTED
ING 3-6

PRINCIPLE

OF ENTER-

It is the principle of FAITH;
.. "we which have
believed do enter" v3
It is on thatprinciple that "some MUST enter" v6.
(Shall we be among

lIl. MORE ABOUT
PROMISE '-9

them?)

GOD'S

UNEXHAUSTED

It was not ju st a promise of territorial gain, for it
was still being offered after Joshua's conquests
of Canaan, v8

The offer was still being extended in David's day,
500 yrs. later. v7
It is still available to us in our day! "There
remaineth a rest". v9

IV. MORE AB OUT THE
FAITH 10,11

ESSENTIALITY

It implies and requires a complete
own works. vlO

OF

ceasing from our

NB Seeing that the promise itself is of sharing
God's rest, when all His works we re completed
and left behind
(Gen.
2:2,3),
it
necessarily
follows th at our entering
must
follow the same pattern,
ie. "works abandoned " -and the heart
now resting,
It is
basically a matter of enjoying the fruits of a
great accomplishment.
That is spiritual sabbath-keeping!

V. THE TWO GREAT AIDS TO ENTERING

12-

16
J) The Word of God. This is God's

instrument for
dividing
and discriminating
between
mere
souliele "religion " and true spiritual life , .. , ie
Christ. vI2,13.
2) Dur Great Priest in Heaven. 14-16
He knows and feels our infirmities 14,15.
His presence there secures for us a boldness to
enter in and ask for mercy and help v16.
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The emphasis in this chapter is again that of possessing our inheritance, and the inheritance, in this case, is
described as "entering into the rest of God." Praise
God, there is such a thing as sharing God's own tranquility of accornplishment, a peace th at is His because
of a work fully and perfectly done. The first glimpse of
that "rest" is in Gen. 1:31 and Gen. 2:1-3, where we
read of God "resting " after His work of creation. Of
course, we need to realise that, with God, "rest" is not
to be thought of as a method of overcoming weariness,
or recuperating, for th at is not needed by God (Isa,
40.28). Rather is it a matter of review, rejoicing in an
achieved accornplishment, and being fully satisfied
with it. And that is the unique "rest" which God offers
to share with his people. Even when He offered Canaan
to Israel, that was only to be a type, or a shadow, of an
inner blessedness, -" My rest", which He wanted them
to enjoy. Even Joshua, after all his victorious campaigns, did not bring Israel into that rest, and we find
the offer still being extended in David's time, -500 yrs.
later (Heb. 4:7,8). And our chapter tells us that the
offer is still being extended to us in terms of the Christian gospel (vs 1,2)! But to share such a rest necessarily
means th at we,too, must cease from our own works as
God did from His, and this is what the Hebrews, particularly, needed to learn to do,-just rest, with God, in the
finished work of Calvary, and desist from their own
busyness in relation to the Jewish rituals and suchlike
matters. This is God's call to us, too, and it is an
"area" into which we, paradoxically, are to "press forward" (vI})!
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The mark of spiritual maturity has ever been "rest
of soul", and tranquility of spirit and such, strange to
say, is the truest souree of all effective endeavour.
Christ told His disciples to carry their "peace" around
with thern, allowing that "peace"
to come upon the
homes they entered. (Matt. 10.13). Lord, evermore
give us this peace, Thy peace!
.

Chapter Five
FACTS ABOUT SPIRITUAL PRIESTHOOD.
I. THE NEED OF HUMAN EXPERIENCE

1-3

Those who are to function for men need to be able
to feel for men, -and to have genuine compassion for those who are out of the way.

11. THE NEED OF DIVINE APPOINTMENT
THE TASK 4-5
As experienced
28.1)

in the case of Aaron

As experienced,
more damatically,
Christ
v5 (Psa. 2:7; 110:4)

TO

v4. (See Ex.
in the case of

lIl. THE FACT OF A NEW "ORDER" OF PRIESTHOOD 6-10
ie. The "order" of Melchisadeck
v6,lO: Christ's
appointed priesthood bare certain similarities to
that of the mysterious priest who met Abram in
Gen. 14:18-21.
This point is developed

in detail in Ch. 7.
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IV. THE GREAT DEEPS OF THE SUB}t:CT
14

11-

Requiring a degree of understanding then lacking
in the Hebrews.
This was reprehensible in their case; -they had
shown "dullness of hearing".
(We need to pray against a similar dullness,
and that God will speedily open our eyes to
behold THIS "wondrous thing" out of His law.
(Psa. 119:18,)
In the preceeding chapters, Christ has been shown
as "Greater than the Angels" (Ch. 1), "Greater than
Moses" (Ch. 3), and "Greater than Joshua" (Ch.
4:8). Now He beginsto be shown as "Greater than
Aaron", a theme that runs right on into the later chapters, and is central to the message of the letter.
As Son of Man, Christ certainly possessed this
dsential qualification of human understanding and
cornpassion; -See Matt. 9.36; 14:14; 20:34; 23:37, etc.,
also Lk. 23:34, and this led on to His divine appointment, -"Priest for ever" (Psa. 110:1,4). We are told
that He "Iearned obedience by the things which He
suffered" (v8), meaning that He had experiencial
insight into the full content and beauty of obedience by
Himself treading, as man, that path of "obedience."
which led to the awful sufferings of the Cross. The disposition of obedience, of course, was always His, but
there was also the transition from "disposition" to
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"deed",
and here was something
"gained",
or
"added ". through the deep mystery of His incarnation.
Now He is the Author of eternal salvation (Cp Ch. 2:3)
to all who obey Him.
Our chapter teaches us th at Christ's actual appointment as Priest coincided with His exaltation to the
Throne. According to Acts 13:33 the pronouncement
of His Sonship was made on the day of resurrection,
and Psalm 110: 1-4 shows us th at His special priesthood
for us dated from the hour of His enthronement,
as
Man, in the glory. Indeed, He is qualified to be the perfect Priest, having entered in, with Blood, within the
veil. AII this, as we said, is fully developed later in the
epistIe.
The remarks at the end of the chapter regarding the
Hebrews' immaturity we re both deliberate and salutary, and fully in accord with the overall theme of
"going on ". 1t is still a fact that those who revolve
around the earthly aspects of religion, even of Christianity, tend towards a prolonged spiritual infancy, and
show little relish for the "rneat"
of God's deeper
things. Consequently
much ofwhat God wouldgive has
to be held back. 1t is a kindness to point out these facts
wh en necessary, and it can lead right on to eternal and
spiritual enrichment
for those concerned.
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Chapter Six
ADVANCE TO MATURITY
I. THE DIRECT A'PPEAL FOR SPIRITUAL
ADVANCE. 1-3
The goal; -"perfection'-'. (Same Gk. as "full age "
5:14)
The danger; -excessive preoccupation with elementary things.
NB. "Let us", -even the writer was still "going
on". See also v.3, "Ttris will wedo" (Cp. Phil.
3':13,14)
11. THE SOLEMN
W.ARNING
AGAINST
RETROGRESSION 4-8
1) It is evidently possible to "go back" despite
much previous progress and blessing. (4,5)
2) To do so amounts to a re-crucifying of Christ

(6)
3) While this attitude is maintained,

repentance
eludes us (6)
4) Severe divine disciplines will be the only way
(7,8)

(Ground which only produces rubbish, and
spreads disease, must be "burned off" and
c1eansed by fire . . . so that it may produce
ágain)
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lIl. THE LOVING ENCOURAGEMENT OF THE
HEBREWS 9-12
They are addressed as "beloved
onesjG)
The writer is confident
full salvation (9)

that they will advance

God Himself remembers
and sacrificial ministries
All they need is a patient
lier diligence (11,12)

their
(10)

good

maintenance

to

beginnings
of their ear-

IV. THE SURE PROMISES WE MAY CLAIM

13-

18.
They were originally given to Abraham. (See Gen.
12:2,3,Gen. 22:15-18, etc.)
("Believers"
are now the true children
of
Abraham (Gal. 3:7,9) so we inherit those very
promises! NB the true "descent"
is not physical
but spiritual.)
They were confirmed
infallible!

by divine oath 16-18. How

They are "obtained"
on the basis of patient
enduring trust (15)

and

V. THE GREAT SECURITY WE MAY ENJOY
19,20
Our expectation of God's full salvation need not
vacillate, for it is anchored
and secured by
Christ Himselfwithin
the veil. While He is th ere
we may be confident.
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"Hebrews"
could weil be called "The Epistle of the
Ox-goad ", for again and again it urges us to "go on" in
our spirituallife and experience. In the earlier chapters
we have been seeing how rnuch there is to go on into,
such as partnership with our Lord in His Throne (Ch.
2:10,3:1,14
ctc.), and even a sharing of God's rest
(Ch. 4)'Now, in Ch. 6, we have the direct and definite
plea for advance into th is inheritance,
and, as we saw,
the plea is enforced from all angles. There is the very
solemn warning against thc consequences
of going
back, and then, in the same breath, the loving personal
encouragements
for those addressed. Then come the
reminders of the great covenant promises. and finally
the assurance that our hope is stedfast, seeing that
Christ Himself has entered in within the veil. The
burden in the heart of the writer is evidently so deep
th at he uses all possible arguments to urge us to "go
on" and to enter into wh at he himself has seen, and is
beginning to enjoy. The whole plea, of course, originates,in the first place, from God Himself, and it is He
who wants us to enter into what He has prepared for us.
Behind it all, na doubt, is the Father's longing that the
Son secure a bride or partner worthy of Himself.
Perhaps we should note again that the st rong warnings given at the beginning of this chapter (like those
in the earlier chapters) relate not to any "lost salvation"
but rather to forfeited inheritance, and they are mercifully given to us in order to spare us from unnecessary discipline and sufferings in our Christian lives. (Sec
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I Cor. 3:14,15) How sad if, after all we have received of
God's graee, we should only bring forth thorns and
briars! Better far to be like that softened earth mentioned in v7 which "drinketh in the rain that cometh
oft upon it" and brings forth "herbs " that will be a joy
and recompense to the Great Divine Husbandrnan.
Indeed, we would say, "Let us go on"!
Chapter Seven.
CHRIST,

- OUR GREAT HIGH PRIEST

Christ is greater than Aaron, and Aaron 's successors,
because of:
I. THE GREATER
BELONGS 1-11.

"ORDER"

TO WHICH

HE

ie The Order of Melchisadec.
The superiority of the "Order" is seen in the evident superiorityand emminence of Melchisadec
himself.
Melchisadec is the Priest who:
1) Bears a Royal Name; King of Righteousness,
King of Peace 2b
2) Has an untracable lineage and destiny 3 ("not
of this world")
3) Received tithes from the great Abraham (and
all who were in Abraham including Levi and
Aaron) 4,6,9,10.
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4) Bestowed blessing on the great Abraham (so
was obviously his superior) 6b, 7.
The very institution of this new "order", following Christ's glorification, itself implied that the
earlier "order" was something imperfect and
needed replacement. vIl
11. THE GREATER "LAW" 8Y WHICH HE
OPERATES
12-19
There is a far greater reason or qualification for His
functioning as Priest.
It was not a mere matter of "tribal connection" or
"farnily succession ". (Christ was connected
with Judah, not Levi)
It was in virtue of the "power of His endless Life"
(The very quality of His being initiated Him into
this superior ministry ).
lIl. THE SUPERIOR FEATURES OF HlS PRIESTHOOD 20-28
1) A superior ordination (by Oivine oath) 20-22
2) A superior duration (Priest for ever) 23-25 He
needs no successors or replacements, so can
personally complete His own saving work in
each of us.
3) A superior character. (Separate from sinners)
26a

26

4) -A superior location. (higher than the heavens)
26b
5) A superior offering, -Himself, 27. He presents
one all-sufficient sacrifice, not a multitude of
unavailing shadow-sacrifices.
6) A superior Name. ("The SON, consecrated for
evermore") . 28
This is the Central chapter ofHebrews, and certainly
its message is centra!. While the epistIe as a whole tells
us we MUST "go on", chapter seven tells us that we
MA Y "go on" ,-and why. The glorious fact is th at we
now have th is Great High Priest established for us in
the heavens, and ministering for us, and to us, continually. On this ground we may certainly know "salvation to the uttermost", ie. salvation to the full extent of
the divine intention, -as outlinedin
this epistIe!
What a boon it is to have such art understanding
and
exalted Priest! There is great need for the church as a
whole to realise and appreciate and appropriate
the
infinite values of Christ's present ministry for us "within the veil". We are told that Christ saves us by His
LIFE, -His Risen LIFE, (Rorn 5.10), and while that
may mainly refer to His indwelling of our bodies, it eertainly includes His intercessions in the glory for all our
needs.While it is blessedly true that we have an Advocate within, it is equally true th at we have an Advocate
above, -"Jesus Christ the Righteous"
(1 Jn. 2.1), Who
pleads our cause and presents His blood for us in every
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necessitating
situation. And, while Hecontinues
.ful there, we may continue victorious here!

faith-

All this clearly reminds us of the simple history in
Exodus 17:8-11. Israel was able to triumph over the
crafty Amalekites in the vaIIey so long as Moses held
up his hands for thern on the mountain top. We notice,
incidentally,
th at it was this same Aaron (the lesser
priest) who stayed up the weary hands of Moses on that
mountain, so that Israel might know victory. Now,
thank God, we have this Greater than Aaron to hold up
holier hands on our behalf, and in the unwearying
power of His resurrection and exaltation, -a Priest FOR
EVER! Ir we can but see this fact, by Divine re velation , there will certainly be no back-drift to a superceded "order of priesthood",
or to any religious externalism or ritual for that matter, but a confident "'going
on" to God's intended fulness.

Chapter Eight
THE BETTER COVENANT
I. THE GREAT ADMINISTRATOR OF THIS
COVENANT 1-9
1) He is seated in the heavensc-the "true tabernacIe" 1,2.
NB. There we re no "scats"
old tabernacle! Everything

28

for the priests in the
was "transient"!

2) He has His own offerings to offer 3-5
He presents
His own efficacious
blood, and
pleads His own finished sacrifice.
3) He has obtained "a more excellent ministry" 6-9
ie. He mediates
or "dispenses" the "better
covenant" of which God had earl ier spoken (See
Jer. 31:31-34), -continually bringing us into the
good of its promises

II. THE WONDERFUL TERMS OF THIS COVENANT 10-12
It combines four great promises:1) God's law "written in our hearts" (so that we
spontaneously
do the things that please Him.
Cp Ezek. 36:26,27) vlO
2) A sublime relationship
established;
"I their
God,-they My people " vlO.
3) An INWARD
KNOWING
OF THE LORD
v l l , (Through experiencing His salvation)
4) A merciful cleansing from sin v12. (this is
needed for entering the new relationship
and
for enjoying the new relationshipl-Cp
I Jn. 1:7)

lIl. THE IMPLlED DISMISSAL
COVENANT
13
The very mention of "New
the old covenant obsolete.

OF THE OLD
covenant"

makes

(While we praise God for bringing in the new,
we should praise Him, too, for taking away the
old, which only loaded us with endless duties
and deep condemnations)
29

Covenants, in the Bible,? are simply solemn agreements or pledges made between party and party, and
sealed, in some cases, by accompanying rituals. Men
frequently made such covenants amongst themselves,
and, from time to time, God also made His covenants
with men. (See Gen. 6.18;9:8-17; 15:18, etc.) Of the
latter kind, two were c1early outstanding, and determined, in fact, two distinct dispensations. They were
called the old covenant and the new. The former
covered and characterised the whole solemn "arrangement" which God made with redeémed Israel at Sinai,
involving the ten commandments
and all the
ceremonial feasts and rituals (Ex. 19:3-5). But this was
to be only tentative and temporary . . "until the time
of reformation" (Heb. 9: 10). The new covenant, on
the other hand, was the wholly new spiritual "order"
to be administered by the Ascended Christ, and it
revolved around certain unqualified promises of God; His faithful pledges to do jor JUS all we need. (Jer.
31:31-34; Heb. 8: 10-12, etc.) Because God is a gracious
God, His ultimate thought is that of a great impartation
rather than a tedious requirement, and this is the covenant which our Ascended Priest now administers in
Heaven. Christ is th ere explicitely to make th is covenant an enjoyed reality to us, and, by presenting His
blood for us, and supplying His Spirit to us (Phil, 1: 19),
and watching sympathetically over us, He brings us
into th is glorious sum of all covenant bliss and happiness. Once again we say that, if we really see this by
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revelation, the old "shadow-rituals"
wil1 have no more
attraction for us, for we shal1 be in the glorious antitype of everything. The important thing for us, in our
day, is to be in the good of Christ's heavenly administrations of this later covenant.
That will certainly
emancipate us from mere religious externalisms,
even
in "Christianity", and, on the positive side, it will provide us with the inward essence
of al1 etfective
testimony.
Thank God, then, for the new covenant,
and the living Lord who dispenses it!

Chapter Nine
OLD RITUALS AND NEW REALITIES
(Two Pictures)

I. THE PICTURE OF THE OLD RITUALS' 1-10
1) Their Location 1-5. The tabernac\e
in the
wilderness,
respective
Reai".

-their two partitions
and their
furnishings,
-al1 "shadows of the

2) Their Operation 6-7. Special1y as regards

the
and duties of the priests,
3) Their negative Message 8-10
"No access possible under this regime" 8
"These
sacrifice
cannot
purge the conscience " 9
"A 'reformation " or 'uew order', is needed,
and, in fact,already appointed"
10
movements
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11. T H EPI

C T URE

REALITIES
1) A Better
foretold
2) A Better
world.
3) A Better
purging
4) A Better

0 F

T HEN

EW

11-23

Priest (Ll a) ministering in relation to
things.
Tabernacle (l l b) Not located in this
Sacrifice 02-14) His own Blood (v l Z)
our consciences (v13,14)
Covenant (15) Holding a promise of

"eternal inheritance"
5) A Better Inauguration of the Covenant 06-23.) It
al! issued from the efficacious death ofChrist. It
was this that "released"
the glorious dispensing of the new covenant.
lIl.

THE INSPIRING
wonders)

SUMMARY

24-28

(Th ree

1) The wonder of a Heavenly Priest ministering
for us in a Heavenly Sanctuary 24.
2) The wonder of One al!-sufficient sacrifice, not
needing any repetition 25-26.
3) The wonder ofthe Soon-emerging
Priest, about
to present Himself from heaven to those who
look for Him. 27,28.
How true it is that "the things of earth grow strangeIy dim in the Light of His glory and grace"! And this is
certainly true of those old and earth-bound
rituals
which, at best, made way for the coming of Christ.
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While we diligently study and prayerfully
seek to
penetrate the inner meanings of these types, realising
they are God-given "figures of the True ", we know
full weil that the shadows themselves are really nothing
compared with th at eternal and abiding Substance we
have found in Christ. AII are immediately transcended
when , for instance , we see our Greater Aaron moving
and ministering on our behalf in an exalted heavenly
sanctuary, and presenting for us His own most precious
Blood. And how wonderful
the thought
that our
Greater Aaron shall soon emerge from His heavenly
sanctuary, having presented His better sacrifice, arrd,
so ernerging, shall gladden the hearts of all those of us
who, in these "outer courts", have been eagerly and
anxiously (?) waiting for Hirn! Even so, Come Lord

Jesus!
We should ever praise God that Pentecost ushered
in a totally new day, a day ofthe Spirit, wh en all merely
outward aspects, having served their allotted purpose.
would be replaced by the inward, and Christ Himself
would be everything to His people. Our Lord touched a
very deep truth when He told the Samaritan woman
th at "God is a Spirit, and they th at worship Him must
worship Him in spirit and in truth" (Jn. 4.24). The
context shows that the woman in question was not only
blinded by her sin, but also by her earth-bound
concepts of religious matters. (See v.20). In that sense, at
least, she was identical with the leaders in Jerusalem
who were taken up entirely with what they called "the

Jew's religion". We do not hesitate to say that this is a
concept 'from which all ofus need a miraculous and
divine deliverance.
May God forbid that the outward
elements in our "Christianity",
such as church-attendance, baptism,
laying on of hands, Lord's table,
mate rial buildings, etc., etc. should ever mean more to
us than their inward spiritual counterparts!

Chapter Ten
CHRIST'S GREAT SACRIFICE AND
OUR REASONABLE RESPONSES
I. THE UNA VAlLING SACRIFICES OF THE
LAW 1-4
Shown to be such by their interminabie
1,2

repetition

They can only remind of sin; -they cannot remove
it 3,4

11. THE ALL-AV AILING
CHRIST 5-18

SACRIFICE

OF

This was the object of His incarnation 5-10
("To do Thy will";l.e,toeffectGod's
great purpose of redernption)
It was a sacrifice essential to the promises of the
New Covenant (vI7). 15"18

J4

lIl.

THE PROPOSED
RESPONSES
TO THE
SACRIFICE 19-25
1) Let us draw near 19-20. Gratefully appropriating
the purchased access to God.
2) Let us hold jast 23 A persisting confession of
our faith and expectation.
3) Let us consider one another 24,25. A vigorous
pursuit of Christian fellowship, and mutual
encouragement byeach and all on every such
occasion! Cp Eph. 4;16.
It is instructive to no tice the order of these
"responses",-all
must begin by our close
touch with God Himselfl Apart from that nothing
avails!

IV. THE ACCOMP ANYING WARNING
TO
UNBELIEVERS 26-31
If Christ's sacrifice is slighted, there is no available
alternative. 26
Only a commensurate judgment can be expected
27-31
V. THE WARM COMMENDATION
OF THE
HEBREW BELIEVERS 32-34
Nothing their earlier sufferings and impoverishments, all gladly endured in the realization that
they had, in heaven, "a better and enduring
substance,"

VI.

THE FINAL CALL TO A SIMILAR
TI NUANCE 35-39.

CON-

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

Being assured of a great Reward 35
Exercising necessary Patience 36
In expectation of Christ's Coming 37
By exercise of daily trust in Him. 38a
With the prospect of bringing pleasure to the
Lord 38b
6) Knowing therby a great release in their own
"soul" faculties (rnind, heart, will) 39

There is much in the Word of God about responding
to the great sacrifice of Christ, -such as the word of
Paul in 2 Cor. 5:15, or the great word ofChrist Himself
as He emerged in resurrection
from the Altar of the
Cross (Jn. 21: 15-17). But Hebrews ten is surely the
Jul/est Bible presentation
of the subject.
Worthy
responses depend on adequate revelations,
and our
chapter contains both, The first eighteen verses show
us, once again, the all-excelling sacrifice DJ Christ as
being the meansby which the great redeetning "will"
or purpose of God was worked out iv'l), Then come
the responses.
The whole passage clearly re-echoes,
and then
arnplifies, the awesome statement made at the beginning of the letter, "He (the SON) made a purging of
sin, and sat down at the right hand of the majesty on
high" (eh. 1:3). Accordingly, we do weil to ponder
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very deeply the proposed responses to such a sacrifice.
We have noted how it all begins with a "drawing near"
to God Himself (v22) for apart frorn that inner thing,
all other "reponses" would be futile and abortive. And
the word in v.25 about "so much the more as ye see
the day approaching"
is intended to apply to all th ree
responses, not just the last one. So this is specially a
word for our day!
And how gracious of the Lord to take note of those
far lesser sufferings which, in their earlier years, the
Hebrews had "joyfully " endured for the Saviour's
sake! This is perhaps the greatest privilege the Christian has, - "the of feUowship of His sufferings"? (Phil.
3:10). In the light ofaU that is unfolded in thischapter,
how couldwebe amongst those who"draw back"(v39)?
Better to go on with the same believing and the suffering, however costly it rnight be, and thus give pleasure
to Him who made this supreme sacrifice for us.

Chapter Eleveo
GOO'S PATHWA Y TO FULNESS (THE FAITH
WAY)
I. THE BASIC OEFINITION OF FAltHl-3
An inward certainly

about things unseen

vl

This has always been the secret of divine approval
v2
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lt pre-dates the visible by the invisible v3
(and thereby accepts that the invisible is far
greater than the visible)
11. THE ORIGINAL HE ROES OF FAITH 4-11
Five are mentioned;
-Abel,
Enoch, Noah ,
Abraham, Sarah.
Note the progression of thought regarding faith's
activities and accomplishments.
111. THE HEA VENLY FOCUS OF FAITH (je of
these men of'faith). 13-15
They were pilgrims on this earth (13), ever seeking
a heavenly country (14~16)
IV. THE SUBSEQUENT
HE ROES OF
FAITH 17-38
These were: - Abraham (again) 17-19; Isaac 20,
Jacob 21, Joseph 22, Moses 23-28, Israelites
29,30, Rahab 31, and other named and
unnamed warriors 32-38.
NB: The latter ones unvindicated in thisworld,-so
evidently the greatest!
V. THE STILL-AWAITING REWARD OF FAITH
39-40

ALL those "heroes" are not yet (fully) rewarded.
This is important. God still has IN STORE th at
"better thing for us ALL"
38

This surely relates back to that eterrial partnership
with Christ earlier discussed!
In this. way all those who qualify shall be rewarded
together!
We of ten used to wonder w hy this particular
chapter on faith should be found in Hebrew s, and ,
indeed, occupy so large a place in it.But we are
assured now that it is very much in context, and fits
right into Ule unfolding
therne of the letter.
"Hebrew s", as we have seen , is concerned with
"going on ",-going on to spiritual maturity , and thus
entering a pre-designed partnership w ith Christ in
the ages to come. Now , in Heb. 11, the Holy Spirit
supplies us w ith the very principle for such "going
on", It is the principle of FAITH, continuing faith in
our Great Living but Unseen God! Our earlier chapters had hinted at this (Ch.3:2, 12, 14, 19; Ch. 4:2,6,
11; Ch. 6:12, etc.), but particularly was it show n in
our immediately preceeding chapter (Ch.l O: 35-38J
Here, in Ch.l l , the vital principle of all spiritual
achievement
is plainly stated and abundantly
illustrated. This chapter clearly shows us that those
who w ill "go on " into a full inheritance, are, purely
and simply , those w ho w ill persist in an inward eertainty of heart concerning a God they cannot now
see, and in a God-given conviction about an eternal
purpose that does not yet appear. Thank God there
have been "believers" of that kind ever since the
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days of Abel and Enoch, and, perhaps, even in our
day , we ha ve been privileged to meet some of them.
Such, we say , are God's true overcomers.
Some, as
we have noted, have seen miraculous
vindications
of their trust, but,with
most, it was otherwise.
All,
however, have "looked for a city w hich hath foundations whose Builder and Maker is God." These,
we believe, are the ones w ho, in an eternity to come,
shall "shine as the stars for ever" (Dan. 12.3.). It has
been helpfully remarked that, as the final days now
close in upon us, the true man of faith may see less
and less that will gratify his senses, or even vindicate his ministry , but this w ill be salutary , developing in us , again, this essential faculty of Faith, and
stirring us , too, to seek that coming city which has
foundations!
Lord, increase our faith!

Chapter

Twelve

FURTHER
SPIRITUAL

INCENTIVES
ADV ANCE

FOR

I. THE CHALLENGE
RACE 1-4

OF

THE

CHRISTIAN

The inspiration of the witnesses la (A reference
to Ch.11?)
The repudiation
of "weights"
1b (Cp 1
Cor.6.12; Mark 10.50)
The need of patience and endurance.
l c (Cp
Ch.1O.36)
The focus on Christ, -enthroned
af ter suffering 2-4.
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11. THE SU RE BENEFITS OF CHILD- TRAINING
5-11

It comes in love 5,6
It proves our sonship 7,8
It leads to "Life " .... more abundant (Jn.
10.10) 9
lts object is "profit"; -more of His holiness
10,1l.
lIl.

THE SUGGESTED
GUIDELINES
FOR
PROGRESS 12-168
The need for bracing ourselves 12
(CpMath.l1.l2)
The need for avoiding stumbling-blocks 13
(Cp Rom. 14.13)
Five special points to watch 12-16a
Peace with all 14,
Holiness of life 14,
Watchfulness against ultimate toss 15,
Roots of bitterness
15,
Immorality and fleshly indulgence 16.

IV. THE SOLEMN LESSON FROM ESAU 16b. 17
God's classic warning against selfishness and
short-sightedworldliness.
A spiritual inheritance, thus despised, is NOT
RECOVERABLE.
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V. THE CONTRAST BETWEEN SINAI AND
"ZION" 18-24
The terrifying accompaniments of the Law 1821
Our present environment in Christ. 22-24
VI. THE COMING SHAKING OF ALL SHAKABLE THINGS 25-29
Proclaimed and prophesied by a Voice from
heaven (See Haggai 2:6&7) v25
Only one shaking will be needed;-after
that,
the "things unshakable "! 26-29
One would wonder whether further incentives were
necessary after all that has been presented in the epistie. But God is gracious, and, as with Israel of old
(Jer.7.25, etc), He pleads with us again and again, urging us to accept His mercy and possess our spiritual
inheritance. Regarding the matter of the race, Paul also
uses the same figure and speaks of being personally
involved in it. (See 1 Cor.9.24; Phi1.3.13,14; 2
Tim.4. 7, etc.) The passage on "child-training" is one
of the most important 'in the Bible, being c1early linked
with the whole matter of Biblical "Adoption ". This
always referred to the ceremonial "coming of age"
which, in those days, took place after essential "childtraining", and fitted the trained one for consequent
partnership with the father and brought associated
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family honours. (See v6, also Rom.8.23, Eph.1.5, etc.)
The practical warnings regarding fornication and earthly mindedness (v16) are vividly appropriate to our
times, and dare not be ignored. Likewise, the example
concerning Esau is most appropriate, as there is so
much all around us, (to say nothing of the appetites
naturally within us) , that could incline us towards a
profane' forfeiture of our birthright. In union with
Christ, the Firstborn "Son" (Col.l:15,18), we have
rights to an inestimable inheritance, but evidently that
is something th at can be lost through yielding to the
c\amourings of our own fleshly appetites, and the
appeals of supposed earthly gains.!
And so these gracious pleas mount up one upon
another as we approach the conc\usion of the letter. It
certainly proves that, from His side, God wants us to
know "fulness", both now and in the hereafter, And,
in His grace, He has put it all within our reach. In
Christ we have already come to a spiritual Mount Zion
and to a heavenly Jerusalem. In Him, also, we are fully
qualified for administration in the ages tocome, partners of the Great "Firstborn Son" Himselfl 0 this
blessedness of being "In Him ", and being heirs of a
Kingdom which will not be removed! The c\osing
verses of our chapter would indicate that the final
manifestation of that Kingdom will follow some
catostrophic shaking of all shakable, things, - and
everything now indicates that humanity is speedily
hastening towards such a day! Indeed, indeed, -Let us
go on,-while we may!
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Chapter Thirteen
FIN AL HELPS FROM A FULL HEART
I. THE PRACTICAL
CHARACTERISTICS
AN ON-GOING LIFE. 1-17
1) Continuing brotherly love v l
2) Undiscriminating
hospitality v2
J.) FeJlowship in suffering 3
4) Sexual purity 4
5) Absence of covetousness
5,6
6) Appreciation of leaders 7,8'
7) Inward fortification 9,10
8) Separation unto Christ Il-14
9} A ministry of praise 15
10) A heart of generosity 16
11) Submissiveness
in God's House

11. THE

PERSONAL
PRA YER 18,19

For a righteous
of ministry.
lIl.

REQUEST

release,

OF

17.
FOR

and a speedy resumption

THE CLOSING BENEDICTION 20,21
1) That God may make them perfect to do His will
v21 Oe. fully equip them for a successful pursuing of His purpose) .
2) That all progress might be under the Lord's
Shepherd-care
v20
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3) That all might be through divine indwelling and
enablement v21
4) That all might issue in God's everlasting glory.
v21
1)
2)
3)
4)

IV. THE PERSONAL APPENDIX 22-25
The appeal for due consideration of the letter.
v22 (What gracel)
The information regarding Timothy v23
The various salutations v24
The appeal to God's GRACE! v25

At the close of such a letter we might be wondering
how this on-going life will express itself in terms of
daily practical behaviour, and what should be the
emerging signs of this "sonship"
so graciously
designed for us (Ch.2.10). Again the Lord has been
merciful to us, and, in th is c\osing chapter, a c\ear picture is faithfulIy provided for us. We notice that holine ss and humility are clearly in view, but the over-all
principle is that of love, generous love, and Spontaneous concern for others. Even strangers are
sacrificialIy cared for, and the needs of prisonets and
other sufferers are ever on the he art. (2,3). Certainly
we are not to be ashamed of their chain, be it a literal
chain or metaphorical (Cp 2 Tim. 1.16-18). More
importantly, there is an outgoing to the Lord Himself
in terms of praise and worship, and with that, also, God
is "well pleased" (15,16).
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AlI this, surely, is an unconscious reflection of the
Great Son Himself, who, throughout the letter, has
been depicted as the Supreme Servant of others, -deseending from heaven to make a purging of our sins
(Ch.Lê). and then returning to heaven to make intercession for us, and to save us to the uttermost
(Ch.7.25)!
We conclude then, that this "going on with the
Lord" is never a self-centred thing. While it wilI be
rewarded by a promised sharing of Christ's throne,
even that is not something that has been personalIy
and selfishly coveted. Rather has it been a matter of
spending and being spent for others, and having {heir
eternal welfare continually in view. That, in a word,' is
the chapter 's portrait of the ongoing believer, -as he
wilI be seen by the people of the world and viewed by
the Lord Himself. And that is the fulness of life into
which we shall be led as we follow behind the Great
Risen Shepherd of the Sheep (v.20), and which,
moreover. will be made possible by His own indwelling (v21). Certainly the final words of the chapter, and
of the letter, are most significant, "Urace be with you
all" (v25L We "go on" by God's graceonly, and on
the principle of a derived enablement! And He has all
the glory .... for ever!
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CONCLUSION.
'We stated earlier in our comments that "Hebrews"
could be called "The Epistle of the Ox-goad ", because of its constant provocations to "go on" and to
enter into spiritual fulness. The term "ox-goad,"
of
course.does-imply
some personal reluctance which has
to be overcome in order to "go on ", and that certainly
is true as far as every natural man is concerned;
-so
we do not delete it. But, by the same teken, we have to
say that there is very much in this letter to the Hebrews
that just draws us on, notably the repeated and varied
present ..uions of an all-transcending
Christ, greater
than the prophets, greater than the priests, and greater
also than the angels. ft is when these persisting revelations of Christ rea\ly reach us, and take hold of us, that
there will be no more need of the ox-goad. Rather will
it be a case of running the race set before us "Iooking
unto Jesus the Author and Finisher of our faith". Like
Paul, we shall find ourselves forgetting the things that
are behind and pressing toward the mark for the Prize,
-the
Great Lord Himself. ft was the godly Samuel
Rutherford himselfwho
said, right back in his day, "1
would wade through He\l itself to be at Hirn ". When
such a revelation comes to us, and when such a spirit
grips us, all lesser considerations,
including
our
stereotyped
and earth - bou nd "religion",
wi 11 be
forgotten and abandoned,
and we shall be concentrating ir stead on "apprehending
that for which we have
been apprehended " (Phil 3: 12-14). That is true Christianity.
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In all these things, then, our basic prayer should be
the prayer of Moses, "I beseech Thee, show me Thy
glory" (Ex.33:18). And that is the Vision that will draw
us on. God answered Moses' prayer, and He will
answer ours, -praise His Name! 0 may God give us
that vision, and constrain us once again to "go on".

"Now the God of peace that brought again from the
dead our Lord Jesus, that Great Shepherd of the
sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do His
will, working in you th at which is well-pleasing in
His sight, through Jesus Christ; to Whorn be glory
for ever and ever" Heb.13:20,21.
"And I beseech you, brethren, suffer the word of
exhortation" Heb.13.22.
"Grace be with you allo Amen." Heb. 13.25.
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