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THE TEAR-ST AINED LETTER
Meditations on the First Epistle to the Corinthians

In his second letter to the Corinthians, Paul teUs us that he had
preuiously written to them "with many tears" (2 Cor. 2 :4). The
Epistle we are now about to study could weU be the letter there
referred to, for certainly there had been many causes for te ars as
he sat down to write it. There were grievous divisions in the church
(Ch. 3:3); there was shameless immorality (Ch. 5:1); and then a
further dishonouring of the testimony as personal quarrels bet-
ween "believers" were being taken before heathen courts for
adjudication (Ch. 6:1-5).

Paul was their spiritual father (Ch. 4:15), and, as he says in ano-
ther place, they were his "work in the Lord" (Ch. 9:1). It is little
wonder, then, that, as he wrote this letter, te ars of grief were fall-
ing on the parchment. He was writing to "dearly beloved child-
ren" (Ch. 10:14), and yet, in this case, it brought forth "many
tears". In view of a1l this, we may say that we have, in One Corin-
thians, not only a classic presentation of important spiritual truth,
but also an uncovering of Paul's inmost heart, and an insight into
his deepest feelings. It will now be our privilege, in the pages be-
fore us, to look deep into that great heart, - noting not only the
causes of the grief, but also the available cures to which the loving
Apostle so earnestly directed them.

The particular reason why we, in our day, need to get to know
this letter lies in the fact that we have now come to a time in the
church's history when Corinthian conditions are all around us.
Indeed, without our being aware of it, we ourselves could easily
be part of such a situation! However that may be, we all need to
get to know what the Spirit of God is saying in these chapters.

We need to point out, however, that there were joys as weIl as
sorrows as far as the Corinthians were concemed, - and much
for which the Apostle could give God thanks, and he was not back-
ward in doing so. In our day, too, we can thank God for the much
that He is surely doing, be it well-known or little-known; - at the
same time exposing ourselves humbly and fully to whateuer He
would have us learn from this letter. May the Lord graciously
teach us!

The method we shall follow in our study is to provide, first,
a simple outline of the contents of each chapter, and then add a
brief Key-Comment on what we feel are the main emphases of
the chapter. The hand-book, if we may call it that, is only brief
and unpretentious, but herein may lie its appeal and usefulness,
- both for individual and group study. We would emphasize,
however, that close and careful examination of The Text Itself
will be Most Essential as we study together, but, granted that,
there could be lasting rewards for us all, not least those who desire
to serve the Lord. Let us approach the studies humbly and prayer-
fuUy, and we may be sure the Holy Spirit will Himself "fill out"
the truth for us, teaching us all whatever it is He would have us
learn. May He indeed do sol



ChapterOne

"REACH-OUT TO A DELINQUENT CHURCH"

1. Apostolic Greetings 1-3

1) The Senders; - Paul and Sosthenes v1 (ie. a corporate ministry)
2) The Receivers; - The Corinthians, - and many others v2
3) The Heartfelt Wish; - "Grace" (the souree of aU), "Peace"

(the result of all)

Il, Apostolic Thanksgivings 4-7 because:-

1) They had been divinely enriched v4, 5 (Cp Eph. 1:3; 2 Cor.
9:8)

2) They had experienced the truth of the Gospel v6
3) They were waiting for the Return of the Lord v7

lIl. Apostolic Encouragements 8-9

1) God shall confirm them v8
2) God is Faithful v9 (even when we are unfaithful! )
3) God has called them into partnership with His Son v9b (Cp

2 Tim. 2:12; Rev. 3:21)

IV. Apostolic Censures 10-17

For foolish partisanship; - leading to divisions and conten-
tions v10-13. (Apparently related to "who did the baptizing";
- how childish! ) vl4-17.

Note the pertinent question; - "Is CHRIST divided? " - for
the church is but the extention of Christ Himself! (See 1 Cor.
12:12; Eph. 1:22, 23)

V. Apostolic Teachings 18-31
1) Regarding the Wisdom of God; - different from the wisdom

of this world, as was clearly demonstrated at the Cross. v18-25.
2) Regarding the CHOICES of God; - the foolish, weak, etc ...

26-31. (This accords with a deliberate divine purpose; - that no
"flesh" should glory in His presence)
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One of the most difficult tasks in spiritual ministry is that of
ministering needed rebukes. The chapter we have just outlined gives
us a beautiful example of how this can be done in the true Spirit
of the Lord. Notice, first, the gracious "lead up" to the rebuke;
a warm greeting, sineere thanksgivings, and positive encourage-
ments; - and with the whole focus directed away to GOD; Bis
plans and purposes, and Bis great faithfulness. Then notice the
deep earnestness and love in the rebuke itself; "I beseech you,
brethren ... "(v10); and finally the fulness of essential detail and
data (vll). Woven into all this and goveming all, is a clear presen-
tation of the Person and Kingship of Christ, and a deliberate use,
particularly in the first ten verses, of His fuil and complete title as
"Lord Jesus Christ". (There, in a word, is the basic and all-suffi-
cient CURE 01 the whole Corinthian situation, namely the revela-
tion of God's King, and the acceptance of Bis govemment, - indi-
vidually and together as a church). AU this, surely, would be God's
way for us, - should we ever be called upon to administer rebukes
or help, either to individuals or delinquent churches. And it is ail
rounded off with a substantial section of good Bible teaching
(18-31), for sick people always need good FOOn.

It is very significant, also, that this chapter makes clear refe-
rence to our high and exalted "calling" as the people of the Lord,
- that we enter into a positive "partnership" with the Great Son of
God Himself (v9). This includes sharing with Him in Bis own
etemal Kingdom, but this, obviously, requires our own personal
acceptance of the Lordship of Christ right here and now. But that
itself is an unspeakable privilege, bringing its own indescribabie
gains in this life as weU as in the ages to come. (See Isa. 32:1;
Rev. 3:21; 2 Tim. 2:12 etc ... ) Once we have avision like that,
we are quickly drawn away from aU unworthy things. But what
a tragedy if we do not even see that Angel who is offering us the
crown! As the saintly John Bunyan would teach us, may God
save us from being grossly obsessed with the "muck-rakes" of
this world, when such a heavenly cailing is awaiting us.

2



ChapterTwo

"SPIRITUAL WISDOM FOR SPIRITUAL MINISTRY"

I. A reminder of Paul's original preaching at Corinth 1-5

1) Not clever oratory, but utmost simplicity, v1, 2
2) Trembling at the awesomeness of the task v3
3) No element of "enticement" v4a (Gk = "peithos", used in

Acts 12:20 of "making friends". Beware of attracting to OUR-
SELVES in ministry, - as 1 Thess 2:5, 6)

4) BUT Holy Spirit's POWER. 4b, 5 (Cp Acts 1:8; 4:33; 6:10 etc)

II. A description of Paul's fuller ministry to the saints 6-13

(The same principle)
1) NOT the wisdom of this world v6-8 (Dealing with God's deep-

er mysteries, but still not using natural wisdom, or impressive
language, or obscure philosophy)

2) BUT positive dependenee on the Holy Spirit v9-13 (He alone
brings the revelations to us; - He alone enables us to transmit
them.)
NB We have to EXEMPLIFY our Message ("CHRIST ONLY")

while we proclaim it!

111. A statement regarding the difference between "Natura! Man"
and "Spiritual Man" 14-15

1) "Natural Man" (Gk. = "SOUL -man", - "psuche"; + limited to
mere "soul" functions of intellect, emotion, volition, - unre-
ceptive to spiritual things. v14

2) "Spiritual man" (Gk. = "SPIRIT - man", "pneuma"; - equip-
ped for, and receptive to, spiritual things; - regenerate and
indwelt by Holy Spirit ("Pneuma") v15.

IV. The marvel of having the "Mind of Christ" v16

The unsaved do not even "know" That Mind, but we HAVE it!
(Hence we can operate in totally new areas of Perception and
Knowiedge)
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This chapter would certainly be an offense to the wise of this
world who glory in their own wisdom and would even seek to use
it for what they call "the work of God". But here is something we
all have to see, and humbly accept, if we would enjoy spiritual
things and fulfil spiritual ministry.

James was in close accord with Paul when he, too, spoke of
there being TWO kinds of wisdom; - the so-caUedwisdom of fallen
man, and the Eternal Wisdom of Almighty God (See Jas. 3:15-17
etc). How we should praise God that when we personally enthrone
Christ as Lord, the Holy Spirit straightway comes into our trust-
ing hearts (Acts 2:38; Jn. 14:17; Eph 1:13 etc) bringing with Him
that entirely new Wisdom which is "from above" and imparting
the very "mind of Christ" to us.

In this chapter, Paul reminds us that, in his evangeliBticwork,
he had always repudiated his former wisdom (with which he had
been so outstandingly endowed! ), and, depending entirely on the
Holy Spirit, just preached Christ and Him crucified. And it was
just the same in his subsequent teaching ministry among the Chris-
tians. Although he was handling some of God's deepest "myste-
ries" (secrets), he again refused "the wisdom of this world" (v6),
which might have seemed 80 necessary and 80 appropriate to so
lofty a theme, and relied again on "that hidden wisdom which
God ordained before the world unto our glory (v7). First and
last, it was a matter of a new wisdom from aNew Souree (Christ),
and available to Paul by the Holy Spirit.

This whole matter. of two sourees and two supplies has to do
with what is often called "the deeper meaning of the Cross". The
fact is that Christ died not only as our Substitute, BUT ALSO AS
OUR REPRESENTATIVE, so that, in a sense, all that we are,
and all that we have, was positively terminated in that "dying",
- certainly so in the rightful "reckoning" of God (2 Cor. 5:14).
Now Christ is Risen, so, in our union with Him, we inherit a New
Resource and a New Supply for everything. In fact, we now parti-
cipate in aU that He is and aU that He bas! As was stated at the
end of Ch. 1. we are "in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us
Wisdom and righteousness, and sanctification and redemption"
(1 Cor. 1 :30). Here, indeed, is a New Supply of everything we can
ever need, - wisdom included!

All this was of the utmost relevance to the Corinthian situation.
As they would need to face the fact of the LORDSHIP of ChriBt
(Ch, 1), so would they have to face the fact of the CROSS of
Christ (Ch. 2), and discover thus the immeasurable blessedness
of living in Christ's resurrection. We dare to say that these are the
two main parts of God's answer to the Corinthianism of today!
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Chapter Three

"DIVISIONS IN THE CHURClP'

I. The charge of continuing infancy 1-2 ("Ba bes in Christ")

PauI himself limited in his ministry by their limited receptivity.
(This is often a hidden but deep suffering in God's servants! )
It was the same situation as in Heb. 5:11,12.

U. The rebuke of carnal divisions
in Ch. 1:11-13)

3-9 (Previously mentioned

This had stemmed from an over-occupation with God's messen-
gers, - leading to personal preferences, and partizanship. This is
always a danger! v3, 4

Paul's helpful remarks regarding the true role of God's messen-
gers v5-9.

They are just the recipients of God's allotted grace v5
They are really one team v6-8
They are one team WITH GOD v9 "Labourers together with

God".

IU. The lesson on Spiritual building
remember)

1) Superstructures must accord with foundations (ie Spiritual
beginnings) v10-12

2) ALL contributions will be tested in due time v13-15
3) The objectlve is a house [or GOD; - nothing less v16, 17.

(Cp Ex. 25:8)

10-17 (Three principles to

IV. The warning against worldly wisdom 18-20

(Re-echoing and underlining Ch. 1:17-25; Ch. 2:1-16) Such
wisdom is self-deceptive (18); self-destructive (19); and "vain"
(20) (Cp "clever" Haman, - his craftiness only brought about his
own death - Esth. 5:14; 6:12)

V. The call to all-embracing fellowship 21-23 (with NO divi-
sions)

ALL God's chosen leaders are "ours"; given to us for our
blessing; ALL to be enjoyed.

ALL are to be regarded as our "possessions", - not as our
"possessors" !

(Yet we, in turn, are CHRIST'S PROPER TY, - so all is finally
held "unto HIM! )
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The actual history of the planting of the church at Corinth
is the key to a right understanding of this chapter. Paul had been
the original evangelist at Corinth (Acts 18), but others, like
Apollos, had later come in with their contributions, - all valuable
and all with their due place in God 's over-all plan, and His purpose
to secure a suitable dwelling place for Himself! The concept here,
then, is of successive contributions in the task of church-planting,
and the argument is both challenging and very helpful. Surely it is
a solemn responsibility to "fellow on" after some godly servant of
the Lord has begun a truly spiritual work in any given place. In the
terminology of our chapter, "foundations" have been laid, and
all later contributions or additions need to be in keeping with
those "foundations". In the case of Corinth, and in the mercy of
the Lord, the "Foundation" had clearly been "CHRIST". Paul
had preached Christ at Corinth (See Ch. 15:1-3); in fact he had
determined to know nothing among them save Christ (Ch. 2:2)!
Moreover, Christ's Spirit had permeated and saturated the emerg-
ing church, filling everything and everybody with His Risen Life
and His all-embracing Love. Understandably, then, it was Paul's
concern that all later "additions" and "contributions" should be
of the same Kind; - Christ and only Christ! In the precise terms
of our chapter, Paul shrank from the thought of the Corinthians
trying to to use natural wisdom to further and continue a work
which had begun in the pure, and new, "Wisdom of God".

The application to us, of course, could cover many fields.
How sad if we, in any wise, build wood, hay, and stubble on to
the Gold, Silver, and Precious Stones of Christ.-or even seek to
continue in the flesh something which had begun in the Spirit
(Gal. 3:3). There may be more bulk in the wood, hay, and stubble,
but the real worth, and the only abiding value, is in the Gold,
Silver, and Precious Stones of Christ. And only that will stand in
the coming fire (v13)!

We could conclude our comment by noticing how loyally Paul
stands with his fellow-builder Apollos in this chapter, and with no
thought of criticism or competition, and certainly no stance of
superiority. Each had "received grace"; - together they were
a team; - and, best of all, they were one team WITH GOD (v5-9).
It is this last point, surely, that brings to an end for ever any high
thoughts we might have had about ourselves!
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Chapter Four

"PORTRAIT OF AN APOSTLE"

I. His lofty calling 1-2

1) "Minister of Christ"; - attending on Christ's needs; same Gk.
as Acts 13:5 (John Mark)

2) "Steward of God's mysteries"; -ie dispensing the "secrets"
of God. (This requires faithfulness; v2, - see also Lk. 12:42;
1 Pet. 4:10, etc .. )
How much loftier than being a contender for Corinthian appro-

val. - Cp 1:12, 3:4, etc ..

II. His single accountability 3-5 (to God only)
NOT to the Corinthians (3) Not even to himself (4) (Con-
science still fallible! )
ONLY to the Lord, - especially at Hiscoming (5) Cp 2 Cor. 5~10

11I.His solemn warnings 6-8

1) Not to glory in (mere) men, - or preferred leaders v6, 7.
(This generates pride and causes divisions)

2) Not to imagine themselves important, or replete (8)
(There is an imagined "royalty" as weil as the TRUE!

Cp. Rev. 1:5,6.)

IV. His deep sufferings 9-13
A "spectacle" (Gk "Theatre" or "laughing-stock") to men

and (fallen) angels. v9
Experiencing scoffings (10),deprivations (11) and heavy toils

(12); BUT answering all with kindness and blessing (12, 13) Cp
Math. 5:44. All these are, in fact, apostolic credentials! (See 2
Cor. 6:4-10)

V. His paternal relationship 14-16
NOT just "instructor" but "father" (What a difference in

outworking! ) v15
Writing to "beloved sons" (An implied desire for emerging

likeness and for ultimate partnership! )

VI. His contemplated movements 17-21
1) To send Timothy (also a "beloved son") v17
2) To visit Corinth himself v18-21

(So as to guage the real situation. Is it spiritual power, or
only clever words? )
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This chapter certainly gives us an impressive picture of a true
Apostle, and there is much that chailenges us, - and humiliates
us. Many of us may say that, anyway, ~ are not apostles, so
lower standards may suffice in our case. But the fact is that we are
all apostles, - in one way or another. Whoever is truly saved by
the Lord is automatieally regarded as sent by the Lord; - sent to
people like ourselves who need the gospel that changed us. We
are all "debtors" (Rom 1:14) to all around us. Indeed, the church
itself is an "apostled" church, and the words of Jn. 17 :18 and
Jn. 20:31 surely apply in our case. Actually the word "apostle"
simply means "sent one", and we all have to ask ourselves if we
have been faithful to Him who "sent" us.

All apostleship, obviously, involves suffering, and, in the case
of Paul, the full picture is given in Acts, and also in such passages
as 2 Cor. 11:23-27. The impressive point brought out in our pre-
sent chapter, however, is the spirit in which these sufferings were
borne, and, indeed, positively exploited for the Lord's glory. While
verse 11, for instance, may depiet the actual suffering, verses 12
and 13 show how a true apostle can be "more than conqueror in
all these things" (See Rom 8:37). Paul says that, being reviled he
blesses, and even while he is being defamed, he just continues to
entreat. This is only what the Lord expects of His people (Math.
5:44), and for this He has made provision in the "supply" of the
Spirit of the Lamb (Phil. 1:19). But this is specially necessary in
those who are "sent out" with the gospel into this dark world.
We would go further and say that the very doing of this, and the
inwrought ability so to behave, are themselves essential to apos-
tolie ministry, depicting the inmost essence of the message we
carry; - namely the message of Christ's sufferings, and His resur-
reetion Victory in those sufferings. Aposties who suffer and tri-
umph in this way show that they are, like Haggaï, "the Lord 's
messengers IN THE LORD'S MESSAGE•• (Rag. 1:13). Thank
God, it is all possible through the indweUing, and daily enabling,
of the Blessed Holy Spirit!
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Chapter Five

"THE GRIEVOUS SIN AT CORINTH"

1. The disturbing information 1-2

A double sin; - Gross Immorality (bad), AND Ecclesiastical
Indifference! (far worse! )

Il. The apostolic reaction 3-5
Two elements discernible:

1) Strong indignation regarding the situation
2) Clear perception as to the appropriate procedure; - namely,

formal discipline of the offender.
(See here the Corinthians' later cooperation with this coun-

sel, and the resultant blessing. Reporled in 2 Cor. 7:9-11.)

111. The Scriptural Directive (Derived from OT teaching regarding
the Feasts) 6-8

Neg. "Purge out the Leaven" (The evil influence) v6, 7
Pos. "FEÀST ON THE UNLEAVENED BREADT', ie Christ;

Jn. 6:35. 1 Pet. 2:22. v8
AH in view of the fact that the "Passover Lamb" IS sacrificed

for us. v7b (See Ex. 12:15-20; Lev. 23:6; Deut 16;3,4; .... also
Job. 1l~14; Job 22:23)

IV. The appended clarification 9-12 (Relative to his earlier
epistle)

He had NOT advocated pious segregation from society (monas-
ticism) v9, 10

He had simply called for strict holiness within the church
fellowship (as now) vll, 12

V.. The final word of counsel 13

"Put away that wicked person". (Yet, surely, in the spirit of
Gal. 6:1)
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The point that impresses us most in this chapter is not so much
the grievous sin of the offender (alarming and saddening though
that is), but the strange indolence of the church in dealing with
such an anomaly; - almost seeming to condone it! They had
clearly disregarded the Lord's clear direction for such matters
(See Math. 18:15-17), and it comes as a challenge and warning
to us all!

In contrast with all this, we note the strength and immediacy
of Paul's reaction, reminding us of Christ's own cleansing of the
Temple; - a different situation in some details, but a like mani-
festation of "zeal for the Father's House" (See Jn. 2: 15-17). It
all bespeaks a spirit which is not easily found amongst Christians
in these days. While we do not forget the need for our every action
and attitude to be in genuine love, there is surely an equal need
for the moral strength and decisive action that are here exempli-
fied. We need to remember that the same Book that calls us to
"love righteousness" also tells us (and in the same breath! ) to
"hate iniquity" (Heb. 1:9 etc.) It needs to he said again and again
that the true evidence that we are filled with the HOLY Spirit,
is that we have holy reactions in unholy situations!

The verses concerning committing such offenders to Satan
"for the destruction of the flesh" (vss. 4, 5) have been variously
interpreted. They could refer to Satan being permitted (as with
Job) to bring on actual physical disciplines or sicknesses, + leading
in the end (as with Job), to spiritual profit, or, perhaps more likely,
to essential dealings with the "fleshly nature". In either case, it is
clear that God, in His amazing sovereignty, is able to use Satan,
and all kinds of Satanic activity, for the furtherance of His own
glorious purposes! Joshua and Caleb were right when they said
that our enemies are "bread for us", positively building us up for
the battles of the Lord. How true it is that God rules over all,
and wonderful indeed that, according to this chapter, He even
expects us to cooperate with Him in the expression of His Mas-
tery, - humbly using the authority He has delegated to us (See
Math. 18:18 etc .. ). It is a sure fact that, when we are truly ruled
by Him, we may rule with Him, - partners and sharers in His
Victory. But how sure we need to be that we ourselves have
"purged out the old leaven from our hearts" and are now "eating"
the unleavened Bread of CHRIST (See Jn. 6:57). Here is "new
creation living", and here alone is spiritual authority.

10



ChapterSix

"NEEDED REBUKES AND PROFFERED HELPS"

I. A rebuke of Inter-Christian litigation. 1-8
(Quarrelling with each other before the Courts, -vL, 6, 7.)

This reveals an alarming ignorance of the Church's "Kingly Calling"
v2, 3. ie, "The saints shall judge the world" v2; - "we shall judge
angels" v3

(See Isa. 32:1; Dan. 7:18, 22,27; Lk. 12:32; Lk 22:29, 30;
Rev. ~ 21; - ALSO 1 Cor. *8)

So, even the least should be able to settie inter-Christian dis-
agreements, - v4 etc ....

There is utterly a fault (v7); - Rather "take the wrong", -
(As Christ did, 1 Pet. 2:24)

TI. Facts about inheriting God's Kingdom. 9-10

Unrighteous persons (as a habit of life) do not qualify; - they
do not belong. (No true evidence of New Birth or movings of
Holy Spirit; - Cp. 1 Jn. 3~9, 10 etc.)

Certainly no participation in the "Royal Calling" of Rev.
3:21; 1 Cor. 6. 2,3.

TIL Praises for Christian renewals (Already evidenced in "some"
of them) Ll.,

"Ye were" ... "Ye ARE"! Changed characters; -- proof of
2 Cor. 5:17; Math. i.ar.

(These are the REAL miracles of this "church dispensation"! )

IV. Simple guidelines to Christian living 12

1) Is it expedient (helpful, RV)?
2) Does it tend to "take over control"? (Thus usurping Holy

Spirit! )
C Other similar "tests" mentioned in Ch, 10:23; - also Rom.

14:20,21)

V. Plain speaking about Fomication 13-20

1) It violates the Divine Intention for our Bodies. (They are FOR
THE LORD; -- nothing less. v13)

2) It counters the thought of our bodies being "raised." v14
3) It is a dis-service to ourselves. v18 (Self-destructive)
4) It pollutes what could have become God's Royal Residence.

v19.
5) It is a crude insensitiveness to the great Price paid at Calvary.

v20
6) THE ONLY SAFETY IS "F AST FLIGHT" v18 (See also

1 Tim. 6:11; 2 Tim. 2:22)
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Anyone who studies this chapter will be impressed by the
oft-repeated question "Know ye not?". Paul, it seems, was posi-
tively alarmed at the apparent ignorance of the Corinthians regar-
ding certain basic Christian truths, - and this in spite of their
claim to be the "gnostics" of the day, - the patronising "teach-
ers" of all others. The disturbed enquiry comes six times in the
chapter (2, 3, 9, 15, 16, 19) and each time it relates to an impor-
tant truth of which ALL Christians should be well aware. It all
stands in sharp contrast with what Paul had been saying in chapter
two, for instance, regarding the present work of the Holy Spirit
in revealing the things of God to the believer (Ch. 2:9, 10; etc.)
- a gracious ministry which the Corinthians, evidently, were not
fully enjoying. It is a fact that God-given "knowiedge" of basic
truths has a great bearing on behaviour (See also Jn. 8:32), and,
for good practica! reasons, apart from all else, we should all pray
the Psalmist's prayer "Open Thou mine eyes that I may behold
wondrous things out of They Law" (Psa. 119:18). Sure it is that
God wants us to KNOW His truth, and He holds no brief for igno-
rance. The great "victory chapter" of the New Testament (ie.
personal victory over sin) bases its argument on God-given
"knowiedge" (Rom. 6: 3, 6, 9; - a "knowiedge" which leads to
the "reckoning" of FAITH (v11), then to a "yielding" of our
members (v13), and thus to glorious victory (v14) and a Divine
deliverance!

Certain it is that if the Corinthians had really KNOWN the
"Kingly Calling of the Church" they would not have needed any
recourse to earthly courts and heathen judges to adjudicate their
differences. And the same applies to other truths brought for-
ward in this chapter. Once we really KNOW, for instance, that
our bodies are CHRIST'S members (v15), and the very "tempies"
of the Holy Spirit (v19), entirely new attitudes are engendered,
and life and behaviour lifted to a higher plane. And as for KNOW-
ING (as far as we can) the price paid at Calvary for our redemp-
tion (v19), that is always something which leaves us "lost in won-
der, love, and praise", and determined, henceforth, to "live unto
Him which died for us, and ROSE AGAIN"(2 Cor. 5:15). Indeed,
"0 Lord, open Thou our eyes".
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Chapter Seven

"F ATHERLY COUNSELS CONCERNING MARRIAGE"

I. The direct answer concerning single men 1

It is quite in order to remain thus (Not compulsory; - pro-
bably an enquiry had been made)

U. Facts regarding the married state 2-5

1) It is desirable in this wicked world v2
2) It carries its mutual obligations, - in every realm v3-5 ("De-

fraud not")
3) The prayer life must be safeguarded v5 (A prominent factor

in Christian families)

UI. A balancing commendation of the unmarried state 6-9
This was Paul's own position v7, 8 (See also Ch. 9:5, 15)

But it depends on the particular gift (enablement) God has given. v7

IV. The principle of permanence 10-24 (specially vss. 20, 24)

This applies to a number of situations; - notably:
1) Marital Status 10-17 - no abandoning of unbelieving part-

ners. 10-13.
God mercifully views the unsaved partner as "clean" for this

purpose 14a
Even the children would stand in His special favour 14a
With prayer and patience the unsaved partner could even be

saved 16
(BUT NB: These are concessions to someone converted

af ter marriage. For the Christian, 2 Cor. 6:14 still stands; -
see also 1 Cor. 7:39 "ONLY in the Lord")

2) Ritual Circumcision v18,. 19. No unnecessary anxieties about
it (See Living Bible)

3) Social Position 20-24. Remain restfully as before, but "WITH
GOD".
So, the principle is ... "no panic-changes"; - just go on WITH
GOD.

V. Personal Advice to the unmarried 25-38
Remain thus if possible (26, 27), (---but still free as God may

lead. See v36)
Bear in mind the following factors:

1) Singleness does spare us from some considerable sorrows 28b
2) The time is short 29-31 (andtroublous times ... at Corinth.)
3) Singleness often aids spiritual concentration 32-35
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VI. The position.of widows 39-40

Quite free to marry, IF "in the Lord" 39
But making sure she is not missing a still happier way. 40

No one could honestly read this chapter without admitting
that very much is to be said for the single state, -specially for one
who wants to serve the Lord and spread the gospel. There are
other considerations, no doubt, but we ourselves could mantion
the names of many, - sisters particularly, who, though unmarried,
were quite outstanding in their effectual service for the Lord. To
say the least, it must be a matter of individual "gift" and enabling,
and could be related, also, to varied situations, and "times", such
as those referred to in v26; - the "present distress"

Christian young people today, should not come under the pre-
valling pressures and "drive" to "get married as soon as possible".
If we are spiritual at all, we shall face all such matters "in the
Spirit", patiently looking to God for His promised guidance and
provision in all these things. It is weU to note that the first word
on marriage in the Bible is Gen. 2:22 (a reference easily remem-
bered! ) where we are told that God made (Lit. "built") the wo-
man, and He "brought her unto the man". How different from
the excited personal endeavours of our day!

There is also an arresting observation in this chapter on "wait-
ing on the Lord without distraction" (v35), and indicating that
this was "the normal thing" in Christian homes in those days. It
reminds us much of the Lord's own example in Mark 1:35 (see
context), and also the prophet's word in Isa. 40:31. How diffe-
rent aiaIn, from the normal habits of our day, when so many,
even Christian workers, allow themselves to be driven by all the
pressures that are around us, including the pressures of "Chris-
tian work" and "church activities". We would say that "waiting
on the Lord without distraction" is almost a lost art, but it is
just as necessary today as ever if there is to be a real building of
His church. How often the Lord needs to say to us all, "What,
could ye not watch with Me one hour? " (Math. 26:40) Practical
sacrifices and costly disciplines wiU always be necessary, but let
'us humbly go to the Lord about the matter, and may He "teach
us to pray". There is so much in the Bible that shows us that the
working of the Lord requires our waiting on the Lord! ... and
without distraction!
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Chapter Eight

"FOODS OFFERED TO IDOLS" (Should the Corinthians eat
them? )
(Answering another enquiry from the church)

1. The two possible approaches to the problem 1-3

The "knowledge approach" and the "love approach"
The former "puffs up"; - the latter "builds up" v
Professors of "knowiedge" only advertise their own igno-

rance v2
Those who "love" enjoy God's fellowship. v3

11. The strong appeal of the "knowledge approach" 4-6
It is based on some irrefutable data: -

1) The idols are nothing ... in themselves v4
2) There is only One True God v5, 6.

111. The wiqer considerations behind the "Love Approach" 7-12

1) Emerging converts cannot be expected to have such clear con-
victions immediately v7

2) While the actual eating is neither meritorious nor otherwise,
it could prove a problem to others. (They might be encouraged
to do the same thing, but with deeper religious motioations; -
and later feel condemned for it) v8-ll

3) To stumble a younger brother is a serious offense v12. (See
also Math. 18:6)

IV. Paul's personal determination in the matter 13

NEVER to eat thus while there is the possibility of stumbling
others.
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One might ask why such a chapter in our Bible about a matter
which very seldom touches Christians in our day. But God has His
good reasons for giving us the chapter, - all very helpful.

For one thing, God wants us to know that, in every age, our
brethren have had their peculiar problems, - some of them not at
all easy to answer. Also, He would have us see how whole-heartedly
Paul involved himself with his contemporaries in their particular
pro blems, and patiently sought to help them with the wisdom God
gave him. (What an example to any servant of the Lord in any
agel ). Likewise, God knew that, in dealing with these local prob-
lems, principles would come to light which could greatly help
all Christians in all ages everywhere.

In the matter dealt with in this chapter, the principle presented
and enforced is that of LOVE being the real guide in all situations,
- rather than mere "knowiedge" . That love, we are told, is basically
love for the Lord Himself (See v3), but such love always "flows on"
in a love for our brethren; a love which spontaneously seeks their
welfare and happiness in preference to our own+Mere "know-
ledge' " in itself, can never give the true answer to the troubles
and problems of our brethren, - not even correct theological
knowledge, - as in this case. We learn, too, that even an untroubled
personal conscience cannot be our final guide in counselling others.
Our deeper need, evidently, is that of a far-seeing love, - a love
which will gladly sacrifice its own rights, and be wholly dedicated
to .the proteetion and blessing of others. It is good to have clear
"knowiedge" of all the facts, but, in the end, it is only LOVE that
"never faileth". It is this kind of love that "builds up" and pro-
tects and pre serves our emerging younger brethren; - and thus
brings hope, - may we add, for the future of the church. And it
is always well to remember the word of 1 Jn. 2:10 regarding one
who truly loves his brother; - "there is none occasion of stumb-
ling in him", - nothing retained that could stumble others.

And surely our hearts are warmed by the word in v3 about
lovers of God being "known" by Him. The thought here is that
of an affectionate knowiedge, - something being specially prized
and valued and watched over, reminding us of Gen. 18:19 and
2 Tim. 2:19. The way into this, evidently, is loving God ourselves
(1 Cor. 8:3). and this, we said, is a love which just "flows on"
into a loving of our brethren, and which sees to it that they are
never stumbled, whatever be the cost to ourselves.
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Chapter Nine

"APOSTOLIC SELFLESSNESS'

I. Paul's personal standing as an apostle 1-2
He has valid credentials:

1) His meeting with the Risen Lord v1 (See Acts 9:3-5)
2) The seal of God on the work at Corinth v2

Il. Paul's unquestionable "rights" to maintenance 3-14
1) As operates with others in other areas: eg. soldier, farmer,

etc. v7
2) As stiputated in Old Testament Law v9, 10 (See Deut. 25:4;

18:1) (And there were other "rights" which he could have
claimed (4, 5), but did not.)

Hl, Paul's determination to forego those "rights" 15-18
(Preferring to fulfil his ministry without cost to those he

helps)
1) This accords with the fact that his is a Dioine Commission

v16, 17. (Jn. 15:16)
(ie. It was not something he chose, - it was "dispensed"

to him, - God will be responsibie )
2) This "way" (ministering without charge) brings an extra inward

reward v15, 18
NB. ALSO. Our message is concerning One Who forewent His

rights; so those who carry it should reflect the same spirit, and
thus endorse what they say!

IV. Paul's strategy in spreading the gospel 19-23

1) To make himself "bondslave" (lit) to all v19 (Therefore no
wages! )

2) To be "all things to all men" v20-23 (ie. to overlook second-
ary consideration in order to get through to the primary issue,
-- SALVATION)

V. Paul's determination to be a winner in the Christian race 24-27

(This figure of a Christian "race" is obviously limited, for there
is certainly no thought of subduing other Christians; - only that of
gaining.full reward, - by _GRACE)

Note the following points:
1) Paul wants us all to win v24
2) The "crown" will be incorruptible v25 (No fading laurels)
3) "Winning" always requires sëlf-denial 26, 27a
4) There is the possibility of "rejection" (marg.) from [ull reward

27b
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The emphasis throughout this chapter is again on "selflessness",
which, in a very deep sense, is the very essence of Christian "testi-
mony". Earlier in his letter, Paul had spoken of laying down self's
wisdom and selfs strength; - now he goes still further and speaks
of laying down his personal "rights", - particularly in the matter
of material remuneration for his ministry. (How the recipients of
his help might be led was another matterj-not his concern, and
certainly not his requirement or expectation of them). Here, we
would say, is another area of genuine Christian selflessness, be-
speaking the true inworking of the Cross. We must all ask ourselves
the question, are we prepared to lay down, not only that which
is patently evil, but that which, in a sense, is quite good, and
wholly legitimate;-this for the fuller glory of the Lord and the
highest good of others? It is significant that, in the Flood-judg-
ment of Gen. 7, it was not only the dark valleys of the old creation
that were covered, but the "high hiUs" also, and even the "moun-
tains" (Gen. 7:19, 20), - and "ALL FLESH DIED" (v21). And
Paul, in another of his letters, says that he counts all things but
loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ his Lord (Phil.
3:8). Selflessness is indeed a far-reaching and deeply-penetrating
matter, - and experience.

The Apostle's mention of the Christian "race" is also very
helpful and chaHenging. It occupies only the last four verses of
our chapter, but is very much related to what has preceded it,
..- regarding selflessness. As we noted in our analysis, the idea of a
"race" needs to be rightly understood, but, granted th at, what
lessons there are we can learn! What, for instance, of an "incor-
ruptibIe" crown? - not the fast-fading laurels of the Olympic
erowns (so well-known at Corinth), but a glory and a reward
that shall "never pass away" (See Dan. 7:18); and all through His
great grace! And what of the clear inference (v27) that even great
preachers could be great losers in that day? How it behoves us all
to be very vigilant and very constant with the Lord, and ever to
take to heart the solemn warning of 1 Cor. 10:12. But we point
out yet again that the verse that is ever to be borne in mind in such
matters is Rom. 5:17, where we see that the ultimate sharing of
Christ's throne is aH a matter of "receiving abundance of GRACE".
So, even the winning of the race is really a matter of who has re-
ceived most grace from God, - because of more conscious help-
lessness and need! May God help us, while we run, to breathe in
the heavenly oxygen of Christ's all-sufficiency!

**
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ChapterTen

"PRESSING ON TO THE GOAL'" (Following from Ch. 9:24-27)

I. The lessons from Israel's history 1-12

1) The terrible tragedy of the Wilderness; - many left Egypt; -feui
entered Canaan 1-5 Cp.l Cor. 9:24

2) The significant causes:
1. Lusting after "evil" things; Egypt's attractions. v6. . Eg

Numb. 11:4-6.
2. Idols and revelry (often go together) v7 .. Eg Ex. 32: 3-6
3. Sexual immorality (today's tragedy) v8 .. Eg Num. 25:6-9
4. Rebellion and disorder v9 .. Eg Num. 21:4-6
5. Murmuring vlO... Eg Num. 14:2, 36, 37.

U. The assurance regarding "Measured Trials" v13 (A choice insert! )
1) Trials and sufferings are man's common lot. (Cp Job 5:7)
2) God keeps the trials of His people within certain limits.
3) These trials are always accompanied by appropriate "escape

mechanisms ".

UI. More about eating meats offered to idols 14-22 (Following
from Ch. 8).

(Showing its inconsistency with participation at the Lord's
Table)
The argument goes as follows:

1) Our Christian "Feast" is a participation with an unseen Christ
v16,17

2) The OT priestsjwho ate of the sacrificesjwere likewise having
fellowship with an unseen Jehovah. v18

3) IDOL-WORSHIPPERS (and those who align with them) are
actually fellowshipping with unseen DEMONS! v19,20

4) To mix the two "tables" would surely grieve and anger God.
v21,22
Therefore "FLEE (any alignment with) idolatry." v14

IV. Helpful guidelines for these "Idol-situations" 23-33
1) Do not be governed by our OWN legal "rights" v23, 24
2) Allow certain liberties in domestic marketing v25
3) Use wise discriminations when dining with others v27-30

(Cp Ecc. 7:16)
4) Seek God's glory in the simplest things v31
5) Avoid causing ANYONE to stumble, - even in these matters.

v32,33.
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This chapter is clearly a "flow on" from the end of chapter
nine conceming winning the Christian "race", - and particularly
v24, "all run, but one receiveth the prize". The figure changes in
chapter ten, but the emphasis is just the same; - "all our fathers
passed through the (Red) Sea" (v.l), but "many were overthrown
in the wildemess' (v5), and did not enter the Promised Land.
The real thrust of the whole passage, then, is what the New Tes-
tament calls "overcoming", and thereby gaining "full reward".
Paul deals with the same theme in his letter to the Philippians,
and speaks of "pressing on", "going through", and thus "gaining
the prize" of the "high calling of God in Christ Jesus" (Phil. 3:12-
14). It is just the same urge which is upon him now in his letter to
the Corinthians, - "win the prize"; "enter the land"; "enjoy the
inheritance"; - but all, we say again, by the abundant GRACE
of God. (Rom. 5:17).

Throughout our chapter, one of the greatest obstacles to this
"overcoming" is again seen to be IDOLATRY (spec. v7, -14-22),
and there is strong warning against our personal practice of it
(whatever be the forml ), - and any indirect involvement with
it. To us, idolatry is simply giving to any person, or any thing,
material or immaterial, that place of supremacy or prominenee
which is due to Christ alone, and it is against that dread possibi-
lity that the warning is directed. We, most certainly, must not
allow ourselves to be put "off track" by any. kind of idolatry, if
we would get through our "wilderness", and enter into our spi-
ritual "Canaan", - the fulness and abundance of CHRIST! 0 for
grace to heed that faithful warning!

According to the closing verses of our chapter (v31-33), it
would appear that "self" can be the graatest "idol" of all! Hence
the further insistence that we cease from seeking our own profit
in anything, or the using up of our own "rights", but ratherdo all
for the glory of God and the true good of others. How good it is
to know that that old tyrant SELF has been crucified at Calvary
(2 Cor. 5:14; Gal. 5:24) and then, by faith, to show it in truly
selfless behaviour and attitudes! This is the very highway to
"Canaan", a "Canaan" that we can begin to enjoy right now!

***
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Chapter Eleven

"TUE NEW TESTAMENT ORDINANCES"

I. Thanks for the Corinthian cooperation thus far 1-2
'"'Keeping" (adhering to) what had earlier been "delivered"

(lit. "passed on") to them.
(Paul here infers that he was only "passing on" what had come

to him from the Lord) This was a wise "lead up" to what he was
about to share with them.

II. Further light on the ordinance of head-covering 3-16
(An important and far-reaching matter, - involving angelic

witnesses, -see vlO)
Note the following points:

1) There is a particular "order" in God's universe v3
2) It is God's plan that this "order" be visibly symbolised in the

churches v4-10
(Men praying will uncover their heads; women, on other hand,
will cover theirs. This becomes the visible token that GOD'S
Kingship is here acknowledged)

3) The unseen "angels" (good and bad) take notice of these "sym-
bols" (vlO, marg.), for it indicates to them that, in the church,
God's Kingship is operating, and Ris will followed. All this
relates to Satan's bid for authority (Isa. 14:12-15).

4) Nature itself attests the seemliness of this "testimony" v13-15
5) There is a summary dismissal of those who would be conten-

tious about it. v16

Ill. Further light on the ordinance of the Lord's table 17-34
(Following Ch 10:21, 22)
The passage contains:

1) A rebuke of Corinthian disorder at the Table (Disunity, selfish-
ness, etc.) v17-22

2) A reminder of the original institution of the Feast, - and what
Christ said v23-26

3) A suggestion that mishandling the symbol is virtually mishand-
ling the One symbolised; - a very serious thing to do v27

4) A call to "examine ourselves" whenever we participate, and to
act in a "uiorthy" manner v28

5) A warning that carelessness invites serious Divine disciplines
v29-32.

6) Paul's advice that we exercise restraint at the Lord's Table
v33, 34.
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ALL that is in this chapter should be faced humbly and prayer-
fuUy by all who gather together for Christian feUowship and
worship.

As far as HEAD-COVERING is concemed, the first thing that
strikes us is the evident importance of this matter. It is dealt with in
the same chapter as the Lord's Supper, and occupies almost as
much space! To bypass it, then, is very serious! The basic thought
presented is that of the existence of a divine order in the universe;
- the "headship" of God over Christ; of Christ over man; and of
man over woman, - all plainly stated in v3. Then there is the
Divine plan that, in Christian gatherings, there should be seen a
visible token that, in that place, at least, the Divine order is ack-
nowledged and operating, - and a good reason is given for this
requirement, - "because of the angels" (vlO). It hardly needs to
be said that, as far as preciousness to God is concemed, there is
no difference at aU between men and women, but as far as allotted
function within the divine order is concerned, there is a difference,
- but still no reflection against the woman. We can only accept liS
factual that men, generally , are required to accept the burden
of leading, whilst women are ordained, and fitted, to occupy a
beautiful supportive role; - each function being for the highest
good of both. Godly women gladly accept this, recognising it as
their aUotted privilege within the total economy. And how wonder-
ful it is that, in our Christian meetings, both men and women can
show to principalities and powers visible tokens of their acceptance
of a Divine order, - thereby heralding the very Kingdom of God
to unseen witnesses! (See also Heb. 12:1 etc ... )

The passage on the LORD'S TABLE is very familiar and largely
self-explanatory. Evidently, at Corinth, the privilege was being
grossly abused, and turned into yet another opportunity to indulge
"self", - rather than the intended opposite. Hence the caU to us all
to "examine ourselves" before partaking, - making very sure that
everything is right with the Lord and with each other. And what
a privilege mentioned in v26 to "show forth" to all witnesses,
the all-accomplishing and all-victorious death of our Blessed
Lord, -- "until He come"! It was certainly gracious of the Lord,
knowing so weU our bias to forgetfulness (Psa. l06:l3),to institute
the simple "remembrance feast", -- setting forth so vividly, and
so constantly, the enduring "basics" of our faith! 0 for grace to
follow both these ordinances with hum ble and grateful hearts!

**
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Chapter Twelve

"CONCERNING SPIRITUAL GIFTS" (ie. "Supernatural 'abili-
ties' ")

I. The timely reminder of past deceptions 1-2 (in pre-conversion
days)

They had been swayed byevil forces; - watch against similar
recurrences now!

IT. The ultimate objective of the gifts 3.

To attest and affirm the LORDSHIP of Christ.
This will be the authenticating mark.

IIT.The wide variety of the gifts 4-11 (Nine examples are men-
tioned, vS-10)

They all come from the same God v4-6
They are all designed to pro fit the whole church v7
Some (first mentioned) relate to hidden values; - others more

demonstrative v8-10
AHare distributed under Divine Sovereignty v11. (See also vIS).

(80 we cannot choose; - but we "desire" what will best
please the Lord v31)

IV. The principle on which the gifts will operate 12-27

It is the principle of inter-relatedness and inter-dependence,
based on the FA CT of the "Body of Christ".

This section contains:
1) Some facts about the Body of Christ v12, 13.

a. It shares the very name "Christ" (v12), for it completes the
corporate" Christ".

b. It is formed by the entrance of the Holy Spirit into our
hearts v13. At conversion we are "plunged into" the Holy
Spirit, and begin to "drink into" Him. (Illus: coal into fire;
fire into coal! )

2) Some deductions from this "body" principle. v14-27
a. It eliminates disappointment that we do not have ALL the

gifts 14-20
b. It eliminates proud independenee of other Christians 21-25
c. It explaines our inward sense of vita! involvement in the

experiences of our brethren 26. We ALL suffer; - we ALL
rejoice!
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V. The result of this distribution of the gifts 28-30

Onee so gifted, the "members" then beeome God's "gifts" to
aU the others!

This, too, for the edifieation and well-being of ALL.

VI. Paul's eoncluding adviee 31

"Eamestly desire ... the choicest graces" (Ampl. NT)
ie "the more important of these 'gifts' " (Living NT)

Our Key-Comment, this time, must be on v3 where attention
is drawn to the consistent emphasis which is to be expected wher-
ever the "gifts" are operating, namely the LORDSHIP OF CHRIST.
God's Spirit always attests that Lordship (See Acts 2:36) and urges
upon us the blessedness of surrender. On the contrary, whenever
deceiving or simulating spirits are operating, there will be the ten-
deney to counter or deny that Lordship, or to by-pass the issue
with subtie alternatives. Even the singing of catchy or emotional
songs about a certain (or uncertain) "Jesus", (with very little men-
tion of His (uil title), can easily be a part of Satan's strategy. The
real question is how much my personal will is truly conquered by
God's Great King in Heaven! AU the true "gifts" will incline us
towards a real and lasting submission to Christ's Lordship.

The greater part of our chapter, of course, deals with what
PaJ,l1elsewhere caUs the "Mystery" of the Body of Christ (See
Eph. 3:3-10), and some glorious related truths are presented for
our attention. How we should rejoice that being "bom again",
is, in fact, being infused with the very Life of our Risen Lord, -
causing us to be positively incorporated into Him, or "added to
Him" as we read in Acts 5:14 and 11:24. This is brought about
by the immediate entrance of the Holy Spirit into us, causing us to
become members -of Christ's Body. This, of course, implies a total
indivisibility amongst Christians, yet still allowing for separate dis-
tinguishable functions within the total feUowship. This Bible truth
always baffles mere human intelligence, but once the revelation
is given to us, it introduces us to a wholly new dimension of Chris-
tian experience. Often it caUs for very costly adjustments in what
we have regarded as our "church life" , but it invariably leads to
great spiritual gains. Being the very "members" of Christ means
also that we have immediate access to ALL THAT CHRIST IS AND
HAS, and we share His "fulness" as taught in passages like Col.
2:9, 10. How we need that "fulness" of His in days like these, and
how we need to learn the secret of drawing on it by simple child-
like faith: 0 to know more and more the blessedness of "putting
off" the old man, and living in the New Man!

**
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Chapter Thirteen

"THE MORE EXCELLENT WAY" (See 1 Cor. 12:31)
(Evidently a "flow-on" from Ch. 12 regarding "gifts"; - See

13:1,2)

1. The absolute necessity of Love 1-3
The "Gifts" of Ch. 12 (also Ch. 14) are pointless where there

is no love 1, 2.
The same would be true of "loveless" philanthropy, - or even

martyrdom v3. (Love is the great validating accompaniment)

II. The exemplary behaviour of love 4-7
Fifteen beautiful features are named in four brief verses.
(AU of them again indicating selflessness, - as stressed in pre-

vious chapters)
A clear echo from Prov. 31, _. regarding the "virtuous woman".
And what a perfect picture of CHRIST, and His utter self-

lessness!

111. The unique per manen ce of love 8-11

It "never faileth"; - ie neverneeds discarding, - be-
comes 0bsolete. v8

(It differs from the "gifts" of Ch. 12, which were but
transitory functions, with temporary usefulness. Not so
LOVE! )

Itis "perfect" (vl O, - Gk "Teleios", "ful!") - as against
the incomplete or partiál, which must be withdrawn
once its ternporary purpose is fulfilled. v9-11.

Note the clear inference in vll that "gifts", compara-
tively, are "childish things"!

IV. The happy prospects of love 12
1) Seeing "face to face" (Cp Rev. 22:4)
2) Knauring as we are known (Cp Jer. 31:34, - the New Covenant)

V. The absolute superiority of love 13
Greater, even, than Faith and Hope (anticipation), - which

apply for this age only.
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The outstanding thought in our minds as we ponder this chapter
is, "What a glorious picture of Christ! ". In verses like these we may
see LOVE described, but in Christ we see that very love incamate.
Indeed, Christ" unquestionably transcends the description here
given, for some of the negatives referred to in vss. 4, o,Îor instance,
do not even bear mention in the case of Christ. Of course He is
not "puffed up". Better not to mention these words when we are
thinking of Christ, for He soars far above all such mean possibi-
lities. The positives, on the other hand, do give precious glimpses
of our Blessed Lord! How true that He "suffered long" and was
"kind" (v4 - See Jn. 14:9; March 10:16). How true that He
"sought not His own" (v5 - See Jn. 5:30; 8:50). How true that He
"bore all things" (v7 - See 1 Pet. 2:24) and "endured all things"
(v7 - See Math. 26:67; 27:30). AND how true that "HE NEVER
FAILETH" (v8 - See Isa. 42:4; Math. 16:18)!

It clearly foUows that those who are filled with that "Love"
(Rom. 5:5) will manifest the same characteristics, both negative
and positive, and all in due measure. Particularly should we covet
the word of vB, "Love never faileth " , particularly when we read
the word in the sense of "dropping out of the race" or "inability
to go on". There is so much in these last days which could physi-
cally and spirituaUy fatigue us, making us, "weary" or "faint in
our minds" (See Heb. 12:3; Gal. 6:9, etc., - also Dan. 7:25),
but this LOVE OF GOD,shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy
Ghost, will always enable us to press on. Paul himself found it so
(Acts 26:22; 2 Tim. 4:7, 8), and so may we!

Our hearts may weU echo the familiar words of Charles Wesley:

o Love Divine, how sweet Thou art,
When shall I find my willing heart
AUtaken up by Thee?
I thirst, I faint, I die to prove
The greatness of redeeming love,
The love of Christ for me.

Strenger His love than death or hell!
Its riches are unsearchable;
The first-born sons of light
Desire in vain its depths to see;
They cannot reach the mystery,
The length, and breadth, and height.
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Chapter Fourteen

"GOD'S ORDER IN THE CHURCHES" (Key-verse, v40)
(A further development from Chapter Twelve)

I. The relative values of "tongues" and "prophesy" 1-25

(NB. "Prophesy" is, literally, a "telling forth" from God.)
Note the following points:

1) The initiating call for LOVE vl (Re-echoing Ch. 13)
2) The strong emphasis on the preferability of "Prophesy " over

"Tongues " v2-25.
(See specially vss 4, 5, 19. Also v20 and the hint of "childish-

ness".)
3) The mention of the dispensational factor v21. (The "sign mira-

cles" also had an extra application to Israel, - "this people",
It helped to convince them concerning the transitional period,
then current, - an essential movement from the "earthly" to
the "heavenly".)

4) The factor of the relative effects v23-25. (Disorder closes
hearts; order convinces and converts)

1I. The normal procedure in the exercise of gifts 26-33

Four guidelines suggested (all applicable, in principle, for
aU times)

1) Preparedness to participate, - as the Lord leads v26a.
2) Always seeking true edification v26c That must be the goal.
3) Exercising due restraints v27-32
4) Testing everything by orderliness. v33. (as v40)
lIl. The appropriate behaviour of the women 34-35

Manifesting submission, - in keeping with God's over-all
design. (Recall Ch. 11:3)

(Their ministry is supportive; - an equal privilege from God)

IV. The plea for humbie receptivity (of what the Apoatle has been
saying) 36-38
Three subrnissions are made:

1) The Corinthians had been receivers of the Gospel, - not the
originators! v36

2) Truly "gifted" persons will recognise the truth of Paul's sub-
missions. v37

3) Reactionary attitudes may be ignored. v38

V. The final summary of the matter 39-40
A positive command regarding "prophesy", - "covet it" v39a
A negative command regarding "tongues" , - "forbid not" v39b
An over-spanning stipulation, - everything "decent and in or-

der" v40 (as v33).
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This chapter is a particularly long one, so we feIt it wise to in-
corporate some of our comments within the chapter-analysis itself,
so as to be able to see everything in its right sequence.

We would, however, emphasise again a point made in connec-
tion with v26 and what we called the Normal Procedure in our
gatherings, - and stressing the need for "readiness" or "prepared-
ness" to participate or contribute. Leaving aside for the moment
the matter of an actual and verbal addressing of the congregation,
we feel that the principle here is MOST important, and deserves
very earnest consideration by us all. Paul elsewhere teaches that it
is the whole Body that builds up the whole Body (Eph. 4:16),
-with every "joint" (or member) contributing its own appro-
priate supply for the good of all. We feel this cannot he overstress-
ed in conneetion with our Christian gatherings today.

The fact is that, whenever we go to our Christian meetings,
our uppermost thought must be to GIVE, - nat to get! Of
course, we are to give to the Lord in terms of praise and worship,
and that must always be our first consideration. We submit, how-
ever, that there must be a mind, and a determination, to GIVE
TO OUR BRETHREN, giving 'them Christ in one form or ano-
ther. This is a precious ministry open to us all; and no-one is exclu-
ded! Even by our sineere and earnest greeting of each other on
arrival, and then by our loving and humbie marmer within the
fellowshio. we can all contribute to the unbuilding of ·the Body.
And this is specially so if we can also share with some brother or
sister a word- of comfort and encouragement, or a verse of scrip-
ture which has blessed and helped us during the week! It is note-
worthy, too, that the well-known verse in Hebrews on "assem-
bling together" (Heb. 10:25) does not only urge regular attendance
at meetings, but it also, and concurrently, enjoins us to "exhort
one another" when we do so attend. Surely we need to take the
whole verse in its entirety if we want the full blessing! (Inciden-
tally, the Greek word for "exhort" in Heb. 10:25 is the word
"parakaleo", used so often in conneetion with the Holy Spirit,
as in Jn. 14:16 etc, and meaning to "comfort", "encourage",
or "help", and surely there .isgreat need for that ministry amongst
us all! ). What a great difference it would make in all our church
gatherings if we not only "assembied", but "assembied to encour-
age" , and to help each other on a brother-to-brother basis! This,
indeed, is the Body building up the Body.
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Chapter Fifteen

"THE DOCTRINE OF THE RESURRECTION"
I. lts centrality in the gospel message 1-11

It is the major emphasis in Paul's summary, occupying 6 out
of the 7 verses (3-9).

11. The tragic consequences if there were no resurrection 12-19
Eg Christ still in the grave v13, 16.

Evangelism ... valueless v14.
Faith ... profitless v14, 17.
Evangelists ... deceivers v15.
Dead believers ... gone for ever v18.
Christians ... most miserabie of men v19. (suffering with-

out prospects! )

111. Paul's re-affirmation of the resurrection 20-28
1) The Plain statement ... "Now IS Christ risen." v20
2) The Associated Inferences v21-28

Countless coming resurrections v21-23 (The harvest will follow
the firstfruits)

Death itself finaHy destroyed v24-26 (See Isa. 25:8; 1 Cor. 15:
54,55).

The ultimate consummation is on its way! v27, 28.

IV. Sóme further follies of the "no-resurrection" position 29-34
1) Even their non-Biblical practices are pointless (Baptism for

the dead) v29
2) Apostolic sufferings, - all in vain, - no advantage. v30-32

SO Leave these foolish ideas, and step out for Righteousness!
v33, 34.

V. The matter of our resurrection bodies (Answering a particular
enquiry? ) 35-52
They will, of course, be different, but this is reasonable because:

1) Even in nature the rising shoot differs from the sown seed
v35-38

2) There are also different "bodies" in the animal creation v39
3) In the universe there are different bodies; - celestial and

terrestrial v40, 41.
SO Let us gladly anticipate OUR coming exchange; - "spirit

bodies" for (lit) "soul bodies" (as now) v42.52
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VI. The final application of the truth 53-58
1) The great "Victory-Celebration" is coming! v53-57 (and we

shall be there! )
2) In view of all this, we need STEDFASTNESS and ZEAL for

God's work. v58a&b.
3) The resurrection itself assures us of a good reward! v58c

Again, the analysis we have here given incorporates the main
comments we would wish to make regarding this superlative
truth. Perhaps it only remains to us, now, to stress, once more,
the tremendous importance of the whole "resurrection principle".

It has been said that the word "Resurrection" can be written
over all the dealings of God with Ris people. Certainly, in its
truest essence, the Christian Life itself is purely and simply "re-
surrection Life"; - an "old man" has died, and the New Man
is now emerging in its place, - even in us! (Gal. 2:20; Rom. 6:6,
11, etc.) Then again, the true local church is basically a resurrection
organism, - the power of God's Spirit running through it, and the
Life of the Risen Lord emanating from it. Such "Testimonies"
as we call them, are actually the fruit of the Cross inwardly accept-
ed by the brethren concerned, and yielding the multiplied gains
of John 12:24. And who can question that "resurrection" is ever
the "divine way" as far as MINISTRY is concerned, - or what we
call the "work of the Lord"? As we know, "ministry" is the main
theme of Paul's second letter to the Corinthians, and Paul reduces
his subject to its purest essence in Ch. 4:10, 11, when he speaks
of being "always delivered unto death . . . that the Life also of
Jesus might be made manifest in our flesh" , and then of "death
working in us - but Life in you" (v12). We can only repeat, then,
that "Resurrection" is the one word that can be written over all
God's dealings with us. Surely there is much here about which we
should all seek the Lord, - more and more!

It is significant, too, that nature itself is ever teaching us this
principle! Every tree, every flower, and every blade of grass is a
silent herald of this vital message, - "Life out of Death"! That
is surely what the Lord meant when He said that if we lose our
lives, we FIND them (Math. 10:39)! It cannot be too much, or
too often, stressed that if we try to side-step the "all-removing
Cross", we forfeit thereby the reality of the Life of Christ. May
the Lord work into us all this glorious and so-enlarging principle;
- Resurrection!
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Chapter Sixteen

"FINAL MESSAGES FOR THE CORINTHIAN BRETHREN"

I. The arrangements regarding the special collection 1-4

(for the needy saints at Jerusalem; - Rom. 15:26)
Paul's suggestion:
1) Collect on the first day of the week (Cp. Acts 20:7)
2) Appoint trusted carriers v3 (Paul also may go - v4)

II. The contemplated movements of the Apostle 5-9
A longer stay at Corinth, - in due time v5-7
Remaining at Ephesus for the present v8, 9 (An open door,

but many adversaries)

lIl. The soon-coming visitors to Corinth 10-12
1) Timothy, - highly commended vlO, LL.
2) Apollos also, - when convenient to him v12

IV. The closing exhortations 13-18
1) Watchfulness 13a (Both against enemies and tor the Lord's

Coming)
2) Stedfastness 13b (A repeat of 15:58)
3) Courage 13c (Quit ye like men)
4) Strength 13d (As Eph. 6:10; - also see Josh. 1:6, 7, 9, etc .. )
5) LOVE v14 (In all things: - recall Ch. 13)
6) Recognition of exemplary brethren, and a right submission to

them 15-18.
NB v15 What a beautiful "addiction"!

v18 What a ministry; - to refresh even Paul!

V. _The final salutations 19-21
From various churches and individual Christians, - and from

Paul himself.

VI. The closing emphasis on LOVE _22-24

Specially LOVE TO THE LORD HIMSELF! v22
(This was also the closing emphasis in John's Gospel; - See

Jn 21. 15-17)
And a LOVE that then embraces ALL v24

31



Few commentators have been able to resist the compulsion to
drawattention to the first four words of this chapter, - "Now
concerning the collection"; - noting the almost unbelievable, but
quite natural, "flow on" from the closing verses of the preceed-
ing chapter, with its lofty teaching on the great theme of the
Resurrection. At first it seems like a great descent, but actually
it is quite the opposite; lifting up a very simple matter to its right
and appropriate spiritual altitude! We are reminded of the Psalm-
ist's word about God's Temple where "every whit of it uttereth
glory" (Psa. 29:9 marg.), and 'we do believe that the simple passing
on of some monetary help to a poor or less-fortunate believer can
be, AND SHOULD BE, an expression of the Resurrection Life of
Christ within our hearts. How we all need to see this, and to enter
into the blessedness of it!

This closing chapter of our letter certainly illustrates, again,
the large and loving heart of God's Apostle. How alive he was to
the needs, and also the values, of countless Christians and Christ-
ian families everywhere, - and to the comings and goings of God's
more obscure servants! Here again are the very pulsatings of that
Resurrection Life of Christ, showing Itself in ever-new ways!
Our Risen Lord, we may say, lives on, as well, in terms of our
brotherly love and concern for our countless brethren.

The final hand-written salutation at the end of the letter is
basically an intense plea that the Corinthians henceforth pour
out their hearts' love to CHRIST HIMSELF (v22); - implying
that this, really, is the root answer to all the problems and
situations that had been discussed in the letter. We recall, too,
that the earlier chapters had pointed out how easy it is for gifted
Christian leaders to become our focus, and even dominate our
affeetions. Here, ~o, the ultimate and effective answer is an all-
surpassing LOVE· FOR CHRIST HIMSELF; a love which H~ so
much deserves, and which allows of no competition or riyal. Is it
not true that all the things of earth, and even all the blessings of our
faith, "grow strangely dim" in the light of His glory and grace?
That is how Paul would have it be with his "children", - the
Corinthians. And may it ever be so with us!
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CONCLUSION

We have been considering OneCorinthians as the "tear-stained
letter" (2 Cor. 2:4), but, as we conclude, we are reminded of two
relevant passages in the Psalms:

"They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. He that goeth forth
and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again
with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him." Psal. 126:5-6.

"Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the mor-
ning" Psa. 30:5.

This was surely the case with Paul and the Corinthians, for we
read that there was a happy ending as regards the delinquent bro-
ther of 1 Cor. 5. Paul's second letter tells us that the faithful
rebuke had brought forth repentance, and not only in the erring
brother himself, but also (and perhaps more importantly), in
those who had shown such shameful unconcern about the break-
down. The end result was mutual forgiveness, comfort, and LOVE
(2 Cor. 2:7-9), and the apostle who had shed the tears now finds
himself "rejoicing" (2 Cor. 7 :7,9).

In the terms of Psalm 126, One Corinthians had indeed been
"precieus seed", and "sown in tears", but there had followed a
harvest of "rejoicing". Such will it ever be when we humbly sow
the precious seed of God's TRUTH, even though it be with tears.

Here, surely, there is encouragement for us all!
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